
5NATIONAL FRIDAY  MAY 8, 2026

B'desh unbans E-Cigarettes &
heated tobacco products-6.2
million smokers could benefit

On April 11, 2026, the Bangladesh Parliament passed
an amended Tobacco Control Act formally withdrawing
the ban on next-generation nicotine products- heated
tobacco products (HTPs) and e-cigarettes among them. It
was not a quiet administrative tweak. It was a policy
reversal of real consequence, one that places Bangladesh
ahead of far wealthier, supposedly more sophisticated
nations still clinging to blanket prohibitions that have
demonstrably failed.

The numbers behind this decision are not abstract.
According to research by the U.S.-based Consumer Choice
Center, more than 6.2 million smokers in Bangladesh could
potentially quit smoking if smokeless products were
responsibly regulated and promoted as cessation tools.

For context, that is a population larger than New
Zealand’s, individuals currently denied access to
demonstrably lower-risk alternatives, not because those
alternatives don’t work, but because policymakers
elsewhere chose ideology over evidence.

Bangladesh has now chosen differently. Its amended
legislation establishes a government-controlled regulatory
framework with explicit protections: safeguarding adult
smokers seeking alternatives, protecting public health, and
preventing youth access to nicotine products. This is not
deregulation. It is smart regulation, the kind the WHO and
its affiliated organisations have been slow to endorse, much
to the detriment of public health globally.

The case for regulated smokeless alternatives has been
building for years. Heated tobacco products eliminate
combustion, the primary source of the toxic chemicals in
cigarette smoke. E-cigarettes contain no tobacco leaf
whatsoever, operating instead on nicotine solutions that
generate aerosol rather than smoke.

These are not cigarettes rebranded. They are categorically
different products, and the regulatory frameworks
governing them should reflect that difference.

The United States finally arrived at this understanding,
and the results are measurable. According to the 2025
National Youth Tobacco Survey, youth tobacco use in the
U.S. fell to 7.5 percent, the lowest recorded since 2011,
down from a peak of 23.3 percent in 2019. E-cigarette
use among youth fell from 5.9 percent to 5.2 percent in a
single year. Combustible cigarette use hit an all-time low.

The gateway argument the claim that regulated smokeless
products funnel young people toward cigarette smoking
did not survive contact with real-world data. It rarely does.

Bangladesh’s lawmakers read the evidence and acted on
it. That deserves to be said plainly.

The alternative to Bangladesh’s new approach is not some
clean, smoke-free utopia. It is India. It is Thailand. It is
the cautionary tale that prohibition advocates never seem
to want to tell.

India has maintained among the strictest bans on next-
generation nicotine products in the world. The result? A
recent analysis of household consumption data found that
approximately 5.5 million new households adopt tobacco
use every year, bringing the total to around 180 million
tobacco-consuming households nationally. Products like
gutkha, a smokeless chewing tobacco linked to oral
cancers remain freely available through illegal channels.
E-cigarettes continue to circulate outside any regulatory
framework, with no age verification, no quality controls,
no consumer protections whatsoever.

Over a decade of prohibition has not reduced
consumption. It has simply removed the state from any
meaningful role in managing it.

Thailand, frequently held up by the WHO as a model
of tobacco control rigour, is confronting the same
paradox: its e-cigarette market is expanding rapidly, and
the government has forfeited more than a decade of
potential tax revenue to enforce a ban that has not worked.

More than 100 countries now permit the regulated sale
of smokeless nicotine products to varying degrees. That
is not a fringe position. That is the emerging global
consensus one Bangladesh has now joined.

Bangladesh’s decision does not exist in a vacuum.
Across South and Southeast Asia, governments are
watching. Policymakers in markets where combustible
tobacco use remains stubbornly high and where illicit
product circulation is endemic  will be measuring what
happens next in Dhaka.

If Bangladesh’s regulatory model succeeds in shifting
adult smokers toward lower-risk alternatives while
keeping youth access restricted, it will become a reference
point. A proof of concept. An inconvenient data point for
every health ministry that has staked its credibility on
prohibition.

And if it works- when it works- the pressure on holdout
governments will be difficult to ignore.

Bangladesh has not legalised harm. It has chosen to
regulate it - which is an entirely different thing, and a far
more honest response to the reality of nicotine use in a
country of 170 million people.
The amended Tobacco Control Act is not a concession
to the tobacco industry. It is a concession to evidence. 

Balipara Foundation and community-led
biodiversity survey identifies potential

vulture habitat in Majuli Island
Dr. Bidyut Sarania and Dr. Subham Mondal
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In a promising development for Assam’s wildlife conser
vation efforts, a joint biodiversity assessment carried out
by Balipara Foundation, in collaboration with the Mis-

ing community of Dhapak village in Majuli Island, has re-
vealed a potential island habitat for critically endangered
and threatened vulture species. The initiative forms part of
an assisted natural regeneration project under CSR support,
aiming at ecological restoration of the island ecosystem.

Conducted in March 2026, the survey enlisted active par-

ticipation from local youth, who were trained by Dr. Sub-
ham Chandra Mondal, Sr. Environment Specialist at Bali-
para Foundation in basic wildlife survey techniques such as
camera trapping and line transect methods. Covering around
200 hectares of grassland-woodland habitat, the team doc-
umented 55 bird species, 5 mammals, and 20 butterfly spe-
cies, highlighting the island’s rich biodiversity.

Among the avian records, two sightings stood out for their
conservation value — 10 Slender-billed Vultures (Gyps
tenuirostris), classified as Critically Endangered by the
IUCN, and 60 Himalayan Griffons (Gyps himalayensis), a
Near Threatened species. The population of Slender-billed
Vultures in India is estimated at around 1,000 individuals
(BirdLife International, 2021). A recent report by the Wild-
life Institute of India (WII, 2025) further highlights that only
about 40 breeding individuals of this species remain in As-
sam. The same WII (2025) report estimates the population
of Himalayan Griffon in India at approximately 890 indi-

Camera trap photograph of critically endangered Slender-billed Vultures (Gyps
tenuirostris) and near threatened Himalayan Griffons (Gyps himalayensis) at the

viduals, underscoring the conservation importance of these
observations.

The survey also recorded the Swamp Francolin (Ortygor-
nis gularis) and Oriental Darter (Anhinga melanogaster),
both listed as Near Threatened. Slender-billed Vulture, Hi-
malayan Griffon and Swamp Francolin are protected under
Schedule I species of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972.

“Finding such significant numbers of vultures is crucial,”
said Dr. Pulakeswar Basumatary, wildlife researcher and
part of the assessment team, who previously reported the
rare winter migratory bird Naumann’s Thrush from Assam.

“The population of Slen-
der-billed Vultures has
seen a drastic decline in
recent decades, and their
presence here under-
scores the ecological im-
portance of Majuli’s hab-
itats.”

The village head, Na-
horjyoti Satula, re-
marked that the vulture
sightings are closely
linked to the communi-
ty’s traditional cattle
rearing practices, where
cattle carcasses serve as
a key food source. He
emphasized the need to
promote awareness and
tree plantation along vil-
lage edges to aid roost-
ing and nesting opportu-

nities for the birds.
Dr. Bidyut Sarania, Lead (Research & Development) at

Balipara Foundation, noted that biodiversity surveys of such
riverine ecosystems offer insights into habitats supporting
not just avifauna but also endangered mammals like the
Asian Elephant (Elephas maximus) and Bengal Tiger (Pan-
thera tigris). “Our aim is to create a network of community
youth for long-term conservation through ecological resto-
ration,” he said, adding that a systematic nest survey of
vultures will soon be undertaken across island and riverine
habitats along the Brahmaputra.

Home to diverse ecosystems, Majuli is already recognized
as a Biodiversity Heritage Site, a Key Biodiversity Area
(KBA), and an Important Bird and Biodiversity Area (IBA).
This recent survey reinforces its standing as one of Assam’s
most vital natural landscapes — a fortress for vulture re-
covery and broader ecological resilience in the Brahmapu-
tra basin.


