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 Drug Bust

 Theft
Crackdown

Assam Rising
Guwahati, July 30 :
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Assam Rising
Guwahati, July 30 :

Cachar police have
arrested 38 individuals
involved in multiple theft
cases across the district.
The crackdown resulted
in the recovery of various
stolen items, including
five motorcycles, gold
ornaments, electric
cables, and household
utensils. All accused
were processed at the
Silchar Sadar Police
Station and later
remanded to judicial
custody. Superintendent
of Police Numal Mahatta
praised the team's efforts,
assuring the public that
such operations will
continue to maintain law
and order. Interrogation
of the arrested
individuals may lead to
more breakthroughs in
ongoing theft
investigations.

In a major drug bust, police
in Tinsukia arrested two
traffickers and seized 52
grams of heroin hidden in a
Maruti Eeco vehicle. The
suspects, Raju and Bishnu
Cheyi, hail from Pengeri.
The heroin is suspected to
have originated in Manipur
and was headed for Jagun.
The vehicle is under
forensic inspection to
uncover any additional
contraband. Authorities are
continuing investigations
and reaffirmed their
commitment to dismantling
trafficking routes along the
Assam–Manipur corridor.

 Road Mishap
Assam Rising

Guwahati, July 30 :

A late-night collision
between an Alto car and a
trailer truck on NH-715
near Baghjan left three
people critically injured.
The victims—Abhishek
Roy, Shyam Shah, and
Sanjay Dey—were rushed
to Kaliabor Civil Hospital
and later referred to
Guwahati for advanced
care. The crash temporarily
disrupted traffic in the area.
Police have launched an
investigation to determine the
cause of the accident. The
severely damaged vehicles
were removed from the road
to restore traffic flow.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
issued a weather alert for
Arunachal Pradesh,
predicting heavy rainfall,
thunderstorms, and the
risk of flash floods and
landslides over the next
48 hours. Most affected
districts include Papum
Pare, Lohit, and West
Siang. The IMD warned
of traffic disruption, crop
damage, and power
outages. People are
advised to avoid travel in
flood-prone and
landslide-affected zones
and stay indoors during
storms. Other districts
under watch include East
Kameng, Tirap, and
Changlang.

Chief Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma today chaired
a video conference with his
Cabinet Ministers, MLAs,

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

constitutional recognition
and protection for the Tai
Ahom community. The
march began from
Joynagar in Guwahati and
culminated near the Assam
Secretariat, with over 1,500

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

The Chief Justice of India's
office is "not a post office",
and the person occupying it
has a duty to the nation, the
Supreme Court said today,
asking tough questions to
Justice Yashwant Varma, who

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Basumatary, who was
tragically assassinated by
extremists on this day in
1996.The day’s proceedings
began with ABSU President
Dipen Boro hoisting the
union flag at half-mast, a mark
of respect and tribute to the
late leader. The central
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that claimed the life of 21-
year-old Samiul Haque, a
polytechnic student and
temporary worker at the
Guwahati Municipal
Corporation (GMC). Her
arrest was made official at
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Nijut Moina 2.0 to be
launched on August 6

CM Dr. Sarma holds VC with DCs and
Principals to ensure smooth and seamless

roll-out of Nujut Moina 2.0
Assam Rising

Guwahati, July 30 :

In response to intensified
eviction operations
against illegal settlers in
neighbouring Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh’s
Papum Pare district
administration has moved
to tighten regulations
surrounding the issuance
of Inner Line Permits

Arunachal tightens ILP rules amid
eviction drives in Assam

(ILPs).A fresh directive
issued by the district
administration mandates
that all applicants — both for
temporary and permanent
ILPs — must now submit
voter ID cards, Aadhaar
numbers, and recent
passport-size photographs
as part of the application

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Itanagar, July 30 :

ABSU marks 29th Anti-Terrorism
Day in Chirang, honours

legacy of Swmbla Basumatary
Assam Rising

Guwahati, July 30 :

The All Bodo Students’
Union (ABSU) observed the
29th Anti-Terrorism Day on
Tuesday at Goybari near
Basugaon in Chirang district,
commemorating the life and
legacy of its former president,
Jwhwlao Swmbla

tightened border
surveillance measures.
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma confirmed the
action in a post on social

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

who were apprehended
along the Indo-Bangladesh
border in the South Salmara-
Mankachar district. The
operation was carried out
early Wednesday in the
Sribhumi area, under

In a continued effort to curb
illegal immigration, Assam
authorities have deported
seven Bangladeshi nationals

Assam intensifies border
security, deports 7 more illegal

entrants to Bangladesh
Assam Rising

Guwahati, July 30 :

Assam Governor
Lakshman Prasad Acharya
today presented Governor
Assam Award for
Excellence 2025 in different
categories at a function

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Governor presents excellence
awards to individuals

Assam Rising
Guwahati, July 30 :

ATASU storms
Dispur in peaceful
show of strength

Demands ST status and
indigenous safeguards

Assam Rising
Guwahati, July 30 :

In a powerful display of unity
and determination, the All
Tai Ahom Students’ Union
(ATASU) staged a massive
‘Dispur Gherao’ rally on
Wednesday, demanding

its approach to China.
Though he did not name any
individual directly, his
remarks appeared clearly
aimed at senior Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh.
Jaishankar mocked certain

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Jaishankar rebukes Opposition
in Parliament, takes veiled swipe at
Jairam Ramesh over China stance

 External Affairs Minister Dr.
S. Jaishankar delivered a
sharp rebuttal to the
Opposition in Parliament on
Tuesday during a charged
debate over India’s foreign
policy, particularly regarding

 New Delhi, July 30 :

The Tipra Motha Party’s
(TMP) ambitious 2,500-
kilometre footmarch, led
by Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District
Council (TTAADC)
Zonal Chairman David

Tipra Motha’s 2,500-km footmarch
reaches Assam

A massive eviction
operation in Golaghat
district entered its second
day on Wednesday,
targeting approximately
1,500 hectares of alleged
encroached forest land in
the Rengma Reserve
Forest near the Assam-
Nagaland border. The
drive, being carried out by
the forest department with

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Eviction drive in Golaghat
enters day 2, targets 1,500

hectares of forest land
Assam Rising

Guwahati, July 30 :

triggered tsunami warnings
as far away as French
Polynesia and Chile, and was
followed by an eruption of
the most active volcano on
the peninsula.The shallow
quake damaged buildings

Huge quake rocks Russia's Far East,
triggering tsunami warnings around Pacific
A very powerful
magnitude 8.8
earthquake off Russia's
Far Eastern Kamchatka
coast on Wednesday

tsunami in 2011 - was
ordered to evacuate, as
were parts of Hawaii.
By the evening, Japan,

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

and injured several people in
the remote Russian region,
while much of Japan's
eastern seaboard -
devastated by a 9.0
magnitude earthquake and

Tokyo, July 30 :

"Chief Justice office
not Post Office":

Supreme Court grills
cash row Judge

 New Delhi, July 30 :

Actress Nandini Kashyap arrested
in Guwahati hit-and-run

Public outrage grows over Samiul
Haque’s death

Assam Rising
Guwahati, July 30 :

Assamese actress
Nandini Kashyap has
been arrested by the
Panbazar Women Police
Station in connection with
a fatal hit-and-run case

Ghar Tiranga campaign,
the national flag will be
hoisted on every home
and establishment from
August 13 to 15.Earlier, the
BJP conducted a 10-day

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

BJP to hold nationwide 'Tiranga Yatra'
to highlight Op Sindoor success

Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, and
other senior leaders during
the special discussion on
Operation Sindoor will be
widely promoted among the
public.As part of the Har

August 10 to 14. The
campaign aims to spread
patriotism and highlight the
success of Operation
Sindoor, according to
sources.During the yatra, the
speeches delivered in
Parliament by Prime Minister

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is set to
launch a nationwide
Tiranga Yatra (Tricolour
March) across all
mandals (local units) from

 New Delhi, July 30 :

Amplifies call to end infiltration in Tripura
Murasing, arrived in Assam’s
Kokrajhar district, marking a
critical waypoint in their long
journey from Agartala to New
Delhi.Launched on July 5, the
march aims to draw national
focus to what Murasing has
termed a long-neglected

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6

Assam Rising
Guwahati, July 30 :
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New Delhi, July30 : Indian
Railways has commissioned
indigenous railway safety
system Kavach 4.0 on the
Mathura-Kota section of
high-density Delhi-Mumbai
route. It is a significant step
towards modernization of rail-
way safety systems in the
country.Union Minister for
Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw
said, “Railways has indig-
enously designed, developed,
and manufactured the
Kavach Automatic Train Pro-
tection System, taking inspi-
ration from  PM Narendra
Modi’s ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’
vision. Kavach 4.0 is a tech-
nology-intensive system. It
was approved by the Re-
search Designs & Standards
Organisation (RDSO) in July
2024. Many developed na-
tions took 20-30 years to de-
velop and install train protec-
tion systems. The commis-
sioning of Kavach 4.0 on the
Kota-Mathura section has
been achieved in a very short
timeframe. This is a very big
achievement.”Advanced
Train protection systems of
international standard, were
not installed in the country in
the last 60 years after inde-
pendence. To ensure train
and passenger safety,

MISSING PERSON

The above is a photograph of a missing minor girl, namely
Moroyom Begum, who is 15 years old. The complainant is Jshiyor
Rahman, S/O Janap Ali, Vill. Rowarkuti, P.S. Golakganj, Dist. Dhubri,
Assam. Moroyom Begum has been missing from the complainant
house, as reported by the complainant at Golakganj P.S.

On receipt of the information, a missing entry vides Golakganj
PS MMR No. 80 dated 28.07.2025 was made and investigated into
for tracing out the girl.

The descriptive roll of the girl as follows:-

1. Name - Moroyom Begum.
2. Age - 15 years.
3. Height - 4.6 ft.
4. Complexion - Fair.

All effort may kindly be taken to trace out the above girl
with intimation to the undersigned.

Sd/-
Addl. Superintendent of Police (Crime),

Dhubri, Assam.
 DIPR/D/ARG 22 31-Jul-25

Moroyom Begum-15 years old.

Affidavit
I, Hurijan Bewa, C/o Matt
Sheikh, resident of Vil-
lage: Kukiladanga, P.O:
Kamandanga, P.S:
Tamarhat, Dist: Dhubri
(Assam), do hereby de-
clare that my correct name
is Hurijan Bewa as re-
corded in my Aadhaar
and Pan Card . However,
due to clerical error, my
name has been wrongly
recorded as Hoziron Bewa
in my bank passbook (A/
C No. 7140010008555,
Assam Gramin Vikash Bank,
IFSC: PUNB0RRSAGS). I
declare that  Huri jan
Bewa and Hoziron
Bewa refer to the same
person i.e. myself.
ADVT/24-25/1158

Affidavit
I, DHANANJAY KOCH,
S/O. - Late Karendra
Koch, resident of village-
Kalabari, P.O. & P.S.-
Serfanguri, Dist.
Kokrajhar, BTC, Assam,
Pin No. 783346, declare
that in my daughter's
aadhaar card vide No 6627
5194 6451 my daughter
name has been wrongly
recorded written within
bracket PRITI KOCH
(NARZARY) instead of
PRITI KOCH NARZARY.
Therefore PRITI KOCH
NARZARY is my
daughter's  actual and
correct name by an affi-
davit before Notary
Kokrajhar on 29/07/2025.
ADVT/24-25/1159

Declaration
I, Nazrul Hoque Laskar, S/
O Late Abdul Latif, do
hereby declare that my
name has been incorrectly
recorded in my son's
HSLC Certificate,
Marksheet issued by
SEBA Board bearing
Roll No. B23-0839, No.
0649, and Birth Certifi-
cate as Md Nazrul Hoque
Laskar instead of Nazrul
Hoque Laskar. I hereby con-
firm that Md Nazrul Hoque
Laskar and Nazrul Hoque
Laskar refer to the same and
one person - myself.
Nazrul Hoque Laskar
S/O Late Abdul Latif

ADVT/24-25/1161

Affidavit
I, Unus Ali, S/o: Rustom
Ali, resident of Vill:
Jhagarpar Pt-I, P.O:
Jhagarpar, P.S: Dhubri,
Dist: Dhubri Assam, PIN:
783325. But my name has
been mistakenly recorded
in my SBI Passbook bear-
ing A/c No. 33590699145
at Kismathasdah Branch
as YUNUS ALI instead of
correct and actual name
Unus Ali. Both Unus Ali
and YUNUS ALI refer to
the one and same per-
son i.e., myself vide af-
fidavit before Executive
Magistrate, Dhubri on
dated 29-07-2025.

 Name:-  Unus Ali
S/o- Rostom Ali

ADVT/24-25/1160

PUBLIC NOTICE
Under the instruction
from my client namely
Jahurul Islam S/O-Abdul
Jalil, R/O Vill- Nichuka,
P.O- Barpeta Road, P.S-
Barpeta Road, Dist-
Barpeta (Assam) issuing
the following publication
as the property measur-
ing 02 Katha covered by
Dag No 1511 & NK Patta
No. 289 Situated at
Barpeta District Barnagar
Circle Gobardhana
Mouza, Located at Vill-
Nichuka and that the par-
ent/Chain/Link title deed
vide Sale Deed No. 166 Sl.
No. 260 dated 21/03/2007
in the name of Samsul
Hoque, S/O- Sher Ali, was
lost/misplaced while trav-
elling at Barpeta Road
Town. If any body found
the above said title deed,
please inform the under-
signed in below men-
tioned address within 7
days from the date of
Publication here with
(both days inclusive), in
case any person having
any claim in respect
thereof by way of sale, ex-
changes, gift, mortgage
or otherwise however are
requested to inform the
same in writing to the un-
dersigned having their
office below that objec-
tion on the above sched-
ule property, If I have not
received any objection
within the stipulated
days, beyond that no
claim shall be entertained
or binding on my client.

Place: Barpeta Road
Detail address of

Advocate effecting
Mokibul Islam

Barpeta District Bar
Association, Barpeta

Publication with contact
number 9531141968

Date: 30-07-2025
ADVT/24-25/1162

Assam Rising, North
Lakhimpur July 30 : The
free of cost summer teach-
ing camp organized by Na-
Ali Regional Youth Society,
organized this year too like

Nilim shines secures
First Class First with a

gold medal
Assam Rising, Hojai, July
30 : Nilim Kashyap
Barthakur of Hojai has se-
cured First Class First with a
gold medal in Gauhati
University’s Department of
Communication and Journal-
ism. The results were de-
clared recently. He is the son
of Anup Kumar Barthakur
and Riju Barthakur, resident of Bishnupally in Hojai.  Hold-
ing a bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Nagaon
University, Nilim excelled in the entrance exams for master’s
programs, securing Rank 1 at Gauhati University, Dibrugarh
University, and Cotton University. He is an active writer for
various newspapers and magazines, he currently serves as
a sub-editor for Mahabahu magazine. Talking to this Corre-
spondent, Nilim's father Anup Kumar Barthakur expressed
his happiness and satisfaction. He said it is a blessing for
every parent to see their own child prosper. On the other
hand, various social  organizations and individuals have
extended their warm wishes to Nilim for his bright future.

Indigenously Developed Kavach
4.0 Commissioned on Mathura-Kota
Section of the Delhi-Mumbai Route

the cab.What is Kavach??
Kavach is an indigenously
developed train safety
system. It is designed to
prevent accidents by moni-
toring and controlling train
speeds.?       It is designed
at Safety Integrity Level 4
(SIL 4). This is the highest
level of safety design.?
Development of Kavach
started in 2015. The system
was extensively tested for
over 3 years.?       After
technical improvements,
the system was installed in
South Central Railway
(SCR). The first operational
certificate was granted in
2018.?       Based on the
experiences gained in SCR,
an advanced version
‘Kavach 4.0’ was devel-
oped. It was approved in
May 2025 for speeds up to
160 kmph.?      Kavach com-
ponents are being manu-
factured indigenously.

Kavach system has recently
been operationalized.Indian
Railways is gearing up to
commission Kavach 4.0 on
various routes throughout
the country within a short
span of 6 years. Over 30,000
people have already been
trained on Kavach systems.
IRISET (Indian Railway Insti-
tute of Signal Engineering
and Telecommunications)
has signed MOU with 17
AICTE approved Engineer-
ing colleges, institutions,
universities for incorporat-
ing Kavach as part of their
BTech course
curriculum.Kavach will help
the loco pilots in maintain-
ing train speed by effective
brake application. Even in
low visibility conditions like
fog, the loco pilots will not
have to look outside from the
cabin for a signal. Pilots can
see the information on the
dashboard installed inside

Academic summer camp
concludes in Lakhimpur

the previous years, con-
cluded with success today.
The youth forum has been
conducting the summer
camp every year for a de-
cade not only for the teach-
ing of the educational

students of the area who
passed the High School
Leaving Certificate Examina-
tion and Higher Secondary
Final Examination with fly-
ing colours by securing star
distinction marks with first
division this year were felici-
tated with certificates of ap-
preciation,  gamosa and
bundle of books. Moreover,
quiz competition, essay writ-
ing competition, creative
dance competition etc. were
also held among the stu-
dents who participated in
the summer camp. The win-
ners of the competitions
were honoured with a bundle
of books and certificates of
appreciation. A galaxy of the
prominent people of the
area, guardians and parents
of the students and local
people were among those
who were present in the
meeting. On behalf of the
organizing committee,
Sunil Doley, Siddhartha
Pathak, Manoranjan Das,
Krishna Das, Bipul Doley
extended heartfelt thanks
to everyone concerned
for their support and co-
operation forwarded for
making the whole
programme successful.

courses but also for the
practice of music, dance,
arts, literature and culture
for the comprehensive de-
velopment of the students
of the area. In connection
with the conclusion of the
fifteen day long summer
camp, a ceremonial
programme-cum-public
meeting was organized at
the Navarup High School
premises under the manage-
ment of Sunil Doley,
Siddhartha Pathak and the
members of the Na-Ali Re-

gional Youth Society. The
meeting was chaired by
Bhupen Barman, the
headmaster of Navarup
High School. Writer-cum-
journalist Ranjit Kakati
attended the meeting as
appointed speaker who
delivered an encourag-
ing lecture by address-
ing the students. In his
deliberation, Ranjit
Kakati laid emphasis on
pursuing man-making,
character-building edu-
cation so that the stu-
dents could achieve their
desired success and tar-
geted goal. He appealed
to the students to study
hard and learn more to
possess the capacity to
find the solution to any
problem of practical life
and adverse situations. In
the same programme, the

Assam Rising,
Biswanath Chariali,
July 30 : The Biswanath
District Administration
officially issued title cer-
tificates to 2145 claimants
living in forest land in the
district under the Forest
Land Rights Act.
Biswanath guardian min-
ister Ashok Singhal offi-
cially inaugurated the
process of issuing certifi-
cates to the claimants in
the presence of MLA
Diganta Ghatwaal. A to-
tal of 2,145 claimants liv-
ing in various forest
lands under all the assem-
bly constituencies of
Biswanath district have
been issued title deeds.
In his speech, Ashok
Singhal, minister of
Health and Family Wel-
fare and guardian Minis-
ter of Biswanath district
said that this is an inno-
vative initiative of the
Government of Assam to
protect the indigenous
people of Assam socially
and culturally under the
Forest Rights Act. The
State Government has
been making efforts to
give land rights to the in-
digenous people of the
state through the imple-
mentation of the Forest
Rights Act. He added that
the government has been
constantly keeping a
close eye on ensuring
proper implementation of
the Act at the field level

Ashok Singhal distributes land
title certificates in Biswanath

Diganta Ghatowal, Behali and
Utpal Borah, Gohpur were
present. It was also attended
by newly elected chairperson
of Biswanath ZPC Sunita
Tanti, senior superintendent
of Police Biswanath
Subhasish Baruah,  CEO
Biswanath Liza Talukdar,
CDCs of Behali and Gohpur
Dhrubajyoti Das and
Lukumani Bora, additional
District Commissioner Asim
Bargohain, social worker Asim
Kumar Das, Assistant Com-
missioner and Sub-Division
Welfare Officer Pushpankar
Patir, and Forest Rights Com-
mittee office bearers and of-
ficers and employees of the
district administration.

through the formation of the
Forest Rights Committee
and its members. As a part
of this initiative, the state
government has also taken
steps to benefit the indig-
enous people of Biswanath
district. District Commis-
sioner of Biswanath
Seemanta Kumar Das for-
warded a welcome address
and moderated by Anjan
Bora. Biswanath MLA
Pramod Barthakur delivered
a short speech and con-
gratulated all the recipients
of land title certificates. The
ceremony was attended by
three MLAs of Biswanath
respectively Pramod
Barthakur, Biswanath,

Handwritten magazine
unveiled at Normal

School, Sootea

Assam Rising, Biswanath Chariali, July 30 : Bodhidroom,
a handwritten magazine compiled by the teacher trainees
of the fourth semester of  D.L. Ed Normal School, Sootea was
unveiled by Karabi Acharya, principal of the training institute
on Monday at a function held in the conference hall. Releas-
ing the handwritten magazine edited by Boidehi Bora, princi-
pal Acharya stressed the importance and significance of news-
papers and magazines in guiding our daily life. She further
stated about how wall magazines help in drawing out the
inner and latent quality of a person. The inaugural session
was attended by the teacher trainers of the educational insti-
tute Manas Ojha, Plabita Dutta, Jupitora Nath, Mridul Baruah
besides Dimpi Dadhora, Rajesh Sarkar, Sourabh Tossa, Dul
Hazarika. All the proceedings were conducted by Pankaj Bora,
general secretary of the school.

Half-burnt body found at
Nagaon crematorium

Assam Rising, Nagaon, July 30:  A shocking incident
rocked Nagaon town this morning when a half-burnt body
was found at the Majarati crematorium.  The gruesome
find has sparked intense speculation and panic among lo-
cal residents. Upon receiving the information police from
the Haibargaon Police Outpost rushed to the scene, re-
covered the body, and arranged for a post-mortem exami-
nation. The mystery deepens with the discovery of a kero-
sene oil bottle next to the body, leading to suspicions that
the victim was murdered by an unidentified assailant, who
then attempted to destroy evidence by setting the body
on fire at the crematorium. The police investigation is un-
derway, and the victim's identity is yet to be ascertained till
the time of filing this report here, sources added.

Guardian minister
Singhal inaugurates a

flowing irrigation scheme
Assam Rising, Biswanath Chariali, July 30 :  The Minister
of Health and Family Welfare, Irrigation and guardian Min-
ister of Biswanath district Ashok Singhal inaugurated a re-
constructed Flowing Irrigation Scheme (FIS) at Sakomtha in
the district. The scheme was constructed by the Biswanath-
Behali Division of the Irrigation Department under
NABARD-30, RIDF-2024-25 scheme at a cost of Rs 3.30 crore
and will supply water to about 800 hectares of agricultural
land. The Minister inaugurated the scheme and addressed a
public meeting held on the occasion and said that farmers in
a large area would benefit from this ambitious scheme. The
scheme is expected to benefit more than 200 farmers in
Sakomtha, Nizarapar, Bolodonga, Janghalbasti, Itapukhuri,
Khelmati and other areas. The scheme was started in 1977-
78 and later renovated to supply water to about 400 hect-
ares of agricultural land. Recently, the scheme has been re-
constructed to increase the irrigation capacity and enable it
to irrigate 800 hectares of agricultural land. The programme
was attended by Biswanath MLA Pramod Barthakur, Behali
MLA Diganta Ghatwaal, District Commissioner Seemanta
Kumar Das, Senior Superintendent of Police Shubhashish
Baruah, Additional Chief Engineer Amalesh Chowdhury, Su-
perintendent Engineer Laxmikanta Kumbang, ZPC member
Ganesh Basowar, social worker Nitya Narzary, Executive
Engineer Rangbang Teron and others were present.
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TU Researchers Develop
Low-Cost Device
for TB Detection

Assam Rising, Tezpur, July 30 : A research team
from Tezpur University has developed an afford-
able, portable device that can detect Tuberculosis
(TB) using a smartphone—offering new hope for
early diagnosis in rural and remote areas. Led by
Prof. Pabitra Nath from the Department of Physics,
the device uses the natural glow (autofluorescence)
of Mycobacterium tuberculosis for detection, elimi-
nating the need for chemical dyes. Weighing under
300 grams and costing less than ?25,000, the device
features an inbuilt heating system to enhance fluo-
rescence signals, enabling accurate detection with-
out expensive lab infrastructure. “Our aim was to
create a reliable tool that can function in areas where
advanced healthcare is unavailable,” Prof. Nath
said. The team includes scholars Biprav Chetry and
Chunuranjan Dutta, along with Dr. J.P. Saikia,
Santanu Goswami, and Abhijit Gogoi from Labdig
Innovations. Their work has been published in
Biosensors and Bioelectronics, and a patent has
been  f i led  ( Indian  Pa ten t  Appl ica t ion  No.
202431035472). Congratulating the team, Vice
Chancellor Prof. Shambhu Nath Singh said the in-
novation could play a major role in India's Na-
tional TB Elimination Programme, particularly in
underserved regions. The device stands to revo-
lutionize TB screening by making it simpler, faster,
and more accessible.

The induction programme
will feature an array of ses-
sions with distinguished
guests including Ravi
Kota, Chief Secretary,
Govt of Assam; Rakkam A
Sangma, Education Minis-
ter Meghalaya; Prof
Gobardhan Das, IISER,
Bhopal; Brig, Abani
Kumar Pait (Retd);
Harmeet Singh, IPS, DGP,
Assam; Prof Bhagirathi
Panda, ICSSR, Shillong;
Sonali Ghosh, IFS;
Jahnabi Phookan, Direc-
tor, Jungle Travels India;
Ravi Sharma, Actor; Riniki
B Sarma, Chairperson and
MD Pride East Entertain-
ment Ltd; Dr Mamta
Agarwal, AIU Sec Gen; Dr
Purnima Sharma, MD,
BCIL, apart from many
other resource persons.

21-day long Deeksharambh Induction
Programme Inaugurated at RGU

demic path with curiosity, disci-
pline, and confidence. Drawing
from personal experiences, he
stressed the value of hard work,
ethics, and innovative thinking
as key to success. He lauded
RGU’s inclusive and resource-
rich academic environment. Dr.
A. K. Pansari, Chancellor of
RGU, urged students to cultivate
compassion and responsibility
towards society, climate con-
sciousness, and national pride.
“A degree is only a license,” he
said, “It is your attitude and in-
novation that will set you apart.”
Prof. (Dr.) Alak K. Buragohain,
Vice Chancellor, welcomed the
students with a call to embrace
holistic learning and select aca-
demic paths aligned with their
passions and aspirations. He
emphasized the importance of
fostering an inclusive, safe, and
empowering campus culture.

Enterprises and Cul-
tural Affairs, Govern-
ment of Assam, as Chief
Guest, and renowned
Odissi exponent and
Sangeet Natak Akademi
awardee, Sujata
Mohapatra, as Guest of
Honour. Addressing
the gathering of new
students, Minister
Bora encouraged them
to embark on their aca-

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
July 30: The Assam Royal
Global University (RGU) today
inaugurated its much-antici-
pated 21-day Student Induc-
tion Programme,
‘Deeksharambh’, marking the
beginning of the academic
journey for the incoming batch
of 2025–2026. The inaugural
ceremony was graced by Bimal
Bora, Hon’ble Minister of In-
dustries, Commerce & Public

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
July 30: Reinforcing its com-
mitment to preventive oncol-
ogy for women, Apollo Can-
cer Centres (ACCs) and
Apollo Excelcare Hospital,
Boragaon, Guwahati launched
End-O Check, a comprehen-
sive early detection program
targeting women aged 45 and
above. The initiative is de-
signed to detect two of the
most prevalent gynaecological
cancers—endometrial and
ovarian—at an early and more
treatable stage. Present at the
launch were Dr. Kiran
Kamalasanan (Consultant
Surgical Oncology), Dr. Adil
Hassan (Consultant Medical
Oncology), Dr. Judy Bordoloi
(Consultant Obstetrics &
Gynaecology) and Dr.
Bhuvaneshwari Deka (Con-

Apollo Excelcare and ACC launch
gynaecological cancer screening programs

ensuring equitable access to
reliable cancer detection tools.
Early detection not only saves
lives—it also enables less in-
vasive, more effective treat-
ment options.”
Thaomunglung  Chukrungfa,
Chief Executive Officer who
was also in attendance lauded
the efforts and called it a land-
mark moment.

pected bleeding or abnormal
discharge, many women fail to
report these signs early, leading
to delayed diagnosis and poorer
outcomes. Dr. Seema Konwar,
Medical Superintendent added
“With End O Check, we are expand-
ing our preventive oncology efforts.
This program is about creating sus-
tained awareness, encouraging
women to prioritize their health, and

sultant Obstetrics &
Gynaecology). The
team of doctors
stressed on the impor-
tance of regular screen-
ing and early detection
for better clinical out-
comes. The team of spe-
cialists mentioned that
Ovarian cancer, often
referred to as the “silent
killer,” affects women
between 55 and 64 years
of age, with the average
diagnosis occurring at
63. They went on to
add that when caught
early, the five-year sur-
vival rate exceeds 90%.
They specialists ad-
vised that though en-
dometrial cancer often
presents with symp-
toms such as unex-

Assam Rising, Silchar, July
30: In a dynamic push to-
wards community engagement
and social reform, Cachar Dis-
trict Commissioner Shri Mridul
Yadav, IAS, unveiled the
district’s official anti-drug
mascot “Nozy” on Tuesday
during a high-impact aware-
ness campaign under the
Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
(NMBA). The event, held at
the New Conference Hall of
the DC’s office, witnessed an
enthusiastic turnout from
youth, stakeholders, and com-
munity members. “Nozy”, de-
signed as a symbol of resis-
tance and youth empower-
ment against drug abuse, is the
winning creation of Sourav
Rishi, a student from Assam
University’s Department of
Visual Arts. Felicitating Rishi,
DC Yadav hailed the mascot
as a creative embodiment of
the youth’s collective voice
and commitment to a drug-free

Cachar DC Unveils Anti-Drug Mascot “Nozy”
with Sankalp Hub for Em-
powerment of Women.
Chaired by Additional DC
(WCD) Shri Hemanga No-
bis, the session featured
key insights from Advo-
cate Dharmananda Deb of
the District Legal Services
Authority and Sub-In-
spector Maheshawri Das,
who called for urgent
grassroots vigilance and
legal awareness. Earlier in
the day, a district-level
awareness rally—starting
from the DC’s office and
moving through Silchar—
amplified public messag-
ing on drug abuse, human
trafficking, and witch-
hunting, drawing consid-
erable attention with vi-
brant placards and slo-
gans.

programme also honoured insti-
tutional contributors. The Visual
Arts Department of Assam Uni-
versity and Art of Living Foun-
dation were recognised for their
support through creative and
mindfulness initiatives. Certifi-
cates were distributed to cam-
paign contributors and volun-
teers. In a parallel effort, a dis-
trict-level awareness meeting on
“Combating Human Trafficking
and Ending Witch-Hunting”
was also held in collaboration

future. Adding depth to
the campaign, a
thought-provoking
short film on drug abuse
was also launched. De-
signed to resonate with
young minds and
grassroots communi-
ties, the film portrays
the emotional and so-
cial impact of addiction
while promoting mes-
sages of hope, recov-
ery, and vigilance. The

Admissions
Open at PIMC
for 2025–26

MBBS Session
Assam Rising, Guwahati,
July 30: PA Sangma Interna-
tional Medical College & Hos-
pital (PIMC), under USTM,
has opened MBBS admissions
for 2025–26. Recognized by
the DME, Meghalaya, appli-
cations can be submitted
online at www. meghealth.
gov.in until 12 noon on July
31. Counselling will be held
from August 1 to 7. Chancel-
lor Mahbubul Hoque said,
“With PIMC, we’re stepping
boldly into mainstream medi-
cal education, nurturing future
healthcare leaders.” Launched
in October 2024, PIMC offers
modern infrastructure, a com-
mitted faculty, and a commu-
nity-focused curriculum. As a
constituent of USTM—
NAAC ‘A’ Grade and NIRF
Top 200—PIMC is fast emerg-
ing as a premier hub for medi-
cal education in Northeast In-
dia, inviting aspirants nation-
wide to be part of its mission
for excellence in healthcare.
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Letter to The Editor
You can send us your self-composed article, story,

poem, letter to the editor or any other creative work
done by you. We are responsible for publishing it in The
Assam Rising. We will also find out one best contribu-
tor/writer every week and an attractive prize will be given
to encourage him/her. So, without any further delay mail
us your own work with full name and address to
assamrising@gmail.com.

Editor,
The Assam Rising
Guwahati, Assam

Editor,
The Assam Rising

G.N.B. Road, Chandmari Colony,
Guwahati, PIN 781003

E-mail Id : assamrising@gmail.com

Are you against of violence or corruption? Do you really
want revolution in the social, educational, political or economi-
cal system? Do you have any questions for the Government,
political or non political parties? Don’t worry, be a part of The
Assam Rising family, Be a citizen journalist and write to us
about your problem and we will take the responsibility to pub-
lish your voice. We will give you a platform to raise your voice,
because your simple voice can change society.

Be a Citizen Journalist

Assam is currently facing
a significant climate-
induced agricultural

challenge due to deficient
monsoon rainfall over the past
two months. The state has
recorded a rainfall deficit of over
40-80% in key rice-growing
districts including Nagaon,
Barpeta, Dhemaji, South
Salmara, Darrang, Bajali,
Bongaigaon, Nalbari, Kokrajhar,
Baksa, Dhubri, Chirang,
Dhemaji, Kokrajhar. In
comparison, during the same
period in 2024, Assam had
received normal to slightly
above-normal rainfall,
facilitating timely sowing and
transplanting of Sali rice -
Assam’s principal kharif crop.
This year, however, cumulative
rainfall between June 1 and July
29 has remained below 300 mm
in many areas, compared to the
seasonal normal of 500-600 mm.
This persistent dry spell has
caused widespread disruption in
nursery raising, land
preparation, transplanting
activities and cropping
calendars completely
disturbed.The traditional
calendar for Sali rice, which
accounts for nearly 70 percent
of Assam’s total rice area,
involves nursery sowing in late
May to early June and
transplanting from mid-June to
the end of July. Farmers in major
lowland belts of Assam, where
high-yielding rice varieties are
grown, transplanting has either
been delayed or failed entirely
due to the unavailability of pond
water and dry field conditions.
What’s more concerning is the
shrinking transplanting
window, which typically closes
by early August. Beyond that,
even if rains arrive, rice yield
potential drastically declines
due to shortened vegetative
phases, lower tillering, and
increased vulnerability to pests
and diseases in late-sown
crops. If the current weather
pattern continues, a substantial
reduction in rice acreage and
yield is inevitable, leading to a
significant dip in Assam’s food
grain production this year. This
situation is not merely a
seasonal setback, it is an
indicator of a larger, climate
change-driven trend. Assam,
which was once known for its
dependable monsoon and rich
agro-ecology, is now
experiencing greater rainfall
variability, frequent dry spells,
and extreme weather patterns.
Climate models and past
decade's rainfall data point
toward a future where such mid-
season droughts and monsoon
failures may become more
frequent, threatening the
stability of rainfed farming
systems. This evolving climate
risk, if unaddressed, could lead
to a prolonged agrarian distress,
rural migration, and food
insecurity in vulnerable districts.

Under the current
conditions of rainfall scarcity

Hit and Run: A Grave Crime
Hit and run cases have become a disturbingly frequent
phenomenon on Indian roads, turning highways into zones of
tragedy and trauma. Each day, countless lives are lost or
permanently damaged due to the reckless actions of drivers
who flee the scene after causing an accident. In the wake of
rising public concern, the newly introduced Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), which replaces the colonial-era Indian Penal Code
(IPC), has addressed this issue with greater seriousness,
imposing stricter penalties and clearer legal frameworks to ensure
accountability.A "hit and run" refers to an incident where the
driver of a vehicle causes injury or death to a person and escapes
the scene without offering aid or reporting to authorities.
Previously, under Section 304A of the IPC, such offences were
treated as causing death due to negligence, which often resulted
in a maximum punishment of just two years’ imprisonment, a
fine, or both. This leniency failed to act as a deterrent.
Recognizing the inadequacy of the old law, the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023, now classifies hit and run under Section 106(2)
with significantly harsher punishment. If a person causes the
death of another by rash or negligent driving and flees the
scene without informing the police or providing medical
assistance, they can now face up to 10 years of imprisonment
and a fine of  Rs. 7 lakh. This is a drastic shift in the legal
landscape, signaling that such irresponsible behavior will no
longer be tolerated.This legal evolution comes in response to
both public outrage and data from the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways, which reveals that India records over
4.6 lakh road accidents annually, many of which are hit and run
cases. Victims are often left unattended for critical minutes,
leading to preventable deaths. The revised law aims to instill
fear of legal consequences in offenders and compel them to act
responsibly in the aftermath of accidents.However, merely
introducing stricter laws is not enough. Effective enforcement
is crucial. Police forces must be equipped with technology such
as CCTV surveillance, vehicle tracking systems, and rapid
response mechanisms. Moreover, citizens must be educated
about their legal and moral responsibilities. The Good Samaritan
Law should also be publicized so that bystanders do not hesitate
to help victims for fear of legal entanglement.Furthermore, hit
and run incidents often involve underage, drunk, or untrained
drivers. Hence, road safety education must begin early—in
schools and through rigorous driving license procedures.
Transport authorities must ensure that drivers are adequately
trained not just in driving skills, but also in ethical and legal
obligations.In conclusion, the reclassification of hit and run under
Section 106(2) of the BNS marks a critical step toward justice and
road safety. It reflects a growing recognition that human lives
cannot be dismissed with minor penalties. The message is clear:
fleeing the scene of an accident is not just irresponsible—it is a
serious crime, and it will be punished accordingly.

Climate Adaptive Crop Planning in Assam
Amidst Drought-Like Conditions

Dr. Chayanika Lahkar and Dr. Sunil Kumar Paul

mah) and black gram (mati mah)
emerge as agronomically and
economically suitable pulse
crops that can help farmers
recover losses, maintain soil
health, and stabilize their income.
These crops can complete their
life cycle with just 250-300 mm
of well-distributed rainfall or
minimal supplemental irrigation.
Their short duration (60 to 75
days) makes them ideal for
cultivation in upland and
medium land areas currently left
fallow due to the failed rice
transplanting window. These
pulse crops also perform well in
residual soil moisture
conditions, making them
excellent choices for delayed
sowing or even intercropping
system. Additionally, pulses
help in nitrogen fixation,
enriching soil fertility and
preparing the land naturally for
the subsequent rabi crop, which
is critical in a season where
heavy fertilizer application may
not be affordable for many
farmers. The MSP for green gram
stands at ?8768/quintal, while
black gram is set at ?7800/quintal
in the 2025-26 season, offering
assured returns in a season
where many farmers face the
prospect of zero yield from
paddy. Assam's growing
consumer demand for ‘dal’
varieties, coupled with the state's
lower-than-required pulse
production, means that local
markets can absorb substantial
volumes without distress
sales.The broader context of this
year’s agricultural distress is
clearly linked to long-term climate
change patterns. Over the past 15
years, meteorological data for
Assam shows a declining trend in
pre-monsoon and early kharif
rainfall. Delayed onset of the
southwest monsoon, longer dry
spells during June and July, and
unseasonal rainfall events in
August-September are becoming
increasingly common. In some
years, dry spells are followed by
flash floods, compounding
damage to both transplanted and
direct-seeded crops. This year’s
prolonged dry spell has merely
exposed the growing fragility of
rice-based mono-cropping
systems under such unpredictable
climatic conditions.Given this
background, coordinated action is
required from state departments,
state agricultural university,
NGOs, and farmer producer
organizations (FPOs), along with
rapid dissemination of technical
guidance through mobile
advisories and farmer meetings.
Further, crop insurance
settlements must be expedited for
farmers whose rice crops have
failed or are likely to fail due to
drought. In the longer term, Assam
must invest in a climate-resilient
agricultural roadmap including
breeding and expanding drought-
tolerant and short-duration crop
varieties, enhancing decentralized
weather forecasting and early
warning systems, strengthening
soil health and water-use
efficiency, promoting
intercropping and agro-forestry
and increasing investments in
decentralized storage and
processing infrastructure.In
conclusion, Assam’s farmers are
facing a looming agrarian crisis,
not just due to a bad season but
because of shifting climate
realities. The current drought-like
condition caused by scanty
rainfall must be treated as a wake-
up call to mainstream climate
resilience in all aspects of farming-
from planning to production to
post-harvest management, and
most importantly an increased
cropping intensity to minimize the
crop loss to farmers due to shift in
climatic patterns. It is the
responsibility of the entire
agricultural ecosystem-
government, extension workers,
market system, and researchers-
to enable this shift, ensure
smooth adoption, and support
farmers in navigating this
difficult kharif season.

(Dr. Chayanika Lahkar
(Scientist), Dr. Sunil Kumar
Paul (Chief Scientist) Assam
Agricultural University- Zonal
Research Station, Gossaigaon)

cultivated successfully in
medium and upland areas where
water availability is low and
soils are light to medium-
textured. The crop is known for
its low input requirements and
relatively high tolerance to
drought and pests. Moreover,
sesamum is in strong demand for
both domestic consumption and
export. India remains one of the
largest exporters of sesame
seeds, with markets in Japan,
South Korea, and Europe. The
MSP for sesamum in 2025-26 is
?9846 per quintal, making it one
of the most remunerative kharif
crops under dryland conditions.
In organic belts of Assam,
particularly in Dhemaji,
Dibrugarh, Kokrajhar and
Golaghat, organically grown
sesame has attracted premium
pricing and interest from private
exporters.Finger millet, or ragi,
or locally known as Marua dhan,
is another suitable crop for
Assam’s upland and rain-deficit
regions. Finger millet requires
only 350 to 400 mm of water and
can grow in shallow, less fertile
soils where other cereals fail. Its
crop duration ranges from 110
to 125 days, and it can be sown
even up to mid August. Finger
millet variety AAU-GSG-
Maruadhan 1 developed by
Assam Agricultural University
can be a viable option. Apart
from being climate-resilient, ragi
is nutritionally superior, being
rich in calcium, iron, and dietary
fiber. Its incorporation into
public food systems such as
mid-day meals and Integrated
Child Development Services
(ICDS) under the National Millet
Mission is expanding its
domestic demand. The MSP for
finger millet in the 2025-26
season is ?4886 per quintal.
Although traditionally
underutilized, millets are now
being promoted aggressively,
and their cultivation could
diversify both diets and incomes
in climate-vulnerable zones.In
light of the severe monsoon
shortfall impacting Assam's key
paddy belts, green gram (mogu

on rainfall conditions. This
can safeguard crops in case
rainfall resumes in the coming
weeks. Promotion of crops like
kharif maize in these lowland
zones must be coupled with
such adaptable water control
strategies. Local innovations
like farm ponds and field-level
rainwater harvesting
structures can also be
promoted as long-term
resilience investments.

The market scenario for
maize in Assam is also
increasingly favorable. The
poultry sector in the state is
expanding rapidly, with feed
mills in Nagaon, Darrang, and
Kamrup consuming over 2
lakh metric tonnes of maize
annually. Additionally, starch
processing units have been
set up in western Assam,
catering to industries like
textiles and pharmaceuticals.
Most significantly, under the
Ethanol Blending Programme
(EBP) of the Government of
India, new ethanol plants are
being established in Assam
like Gulshan Polyols and Cis
Biotech (Goalpara), including
some major units under
construction in Morigaon.
These ethanol plants alone
generate an annual demand of
more than 2.5-3 lakh metric
tonnes of maize annually,
creating a large and consistent
market for farmers. The
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for maize for the 2025-26
season has been fixed at ?2400
per quintal with an additional
?250 in Assam. However, local
traders and industry buyers
often pay more due to rising
demand, especially when
grain quality and moisture
content are well
maintained.Another viable
crop alternative in the current
climatic situation is sesamum,
commonly known as til. It is
an excellent dryland crop,
requiring only 300 to 400 mm
of water and a growing
duration of about 75 to 90
days. Sesamum can be

and lack of irrigation
infrastructure where Assam has
barely 22 percent net irrigated
farm area, emphasis must be laid
on strategic expansion and
efficient use of irrigation
infrastructure as a buffer against
such climatic shocks. Priority
should be the rehabilitation and
operationalization of irrigation
schemes and rapid mapping of
non-functional irrigation assets
to launch a repair-and-activation
drive within the next two weeks
to salvage the current cropping
season. A strong push is needed
toward solar-powered irrigation
systems, which are particularly
suitable for Assam’s smallholder-
dominated agriculture. Given the
relatively low operating costs and
ease of maintenance, solar
irrigation will not only support
current kharif crop but also
enable successful rabi cropping
in water-deficit zones.

In response to this current
critical situation, the urgent need
of the hour is to opt for climate-
resilient alternative kharif crops
that require less water, are better
suited to delayed sowing, and
offer assured market returns. One
of the most promising
alternatives in this regard is kharif
maize. Hybrid maize requires only
400 to 500 mm of water during
the entire season, which is about
four times less water
consumption as compared to rice
crop and has a shorter growing
duration, making it ideal for both
medium and upland areas. High-
yielding hybrids such as DMRH
1308, LQMH 1, Bioseed 9544,
DKC 8091 are already well
adapted to Assam’s agro-climatic
conditions. Even in some
lowland areas that are currently
dry, maize can be grown with
appropriate drainage systems to
protect against any sudden
rainfall events in August. In
lowland areas prone to both
drought and subsequent
waterlogging, drainage-cum-
irrigation systems can be
introduced. These involve
shallow channels that can either
drain or retain water depending

The Journey of Consciousness
work like helping others, pursuing
knowledge, or contributing to the
greater good,we transcend the
boundaries of our individual lives,
becoming part of something larger.
These acts of love, creation, and
purpose give our consciousness
depth and weight, making our
fleeting time on Earth feel eternal in
its impact.Yet, the fear of death
lingers, a quiet shadow in the back
of our minds. We wonder: What will
happen when it all ends? What
becomes of our memories, our
identity, our dreams? The thought
of dissolving into nothingness is
daunting, but even if our
consciousness fades, the meaning
we create in life endures. Our
actions, our love, our creations
ripple through the world, touching
others long after we are gone. A
kind word spoken today may
inspire someone tomorrow. A story
we tell may live on in the hearts of
those who hear it. A life lived with
intention leaves echoes in the world,
a kind of immortality that transcends
the physical.The journey of
consciousness, bookended by the
mysteries of birth and death, is
nothing short of miraculous. From

consciousness simply fades, leaving
no trace.The idea of this void can be
terrifying. It confronts us with the
fragility of our existence, the
impermanence of everything we hold
dear. Yet, paradoxically, this fear makes
life all the more precious. If our
consciousness is bound by a finite
span of time, then how we choose to
spend that time becomes profoundly
significant. Every moment offers an

opportunity to embrace the
beauty of life such as the
vibrant green of a forest, the
infectious laughter of a loved

one, the haunting melody of a song
that stirs the soul. These small, fleeting
moments are what keep our
consciousness alive, what remind us
that we are here, now, fully present in
this extraordinary world.To live
meaningfully is to engage with life in
all its richness. When we love whether
it’s the quiet devotion to family, the
camaraderie of friends, or the act of
spreading kindness ,we infuse our
existence with purpose. When we
create, whether through painting,
writing or building something new, we
leave a piece of ourselves in the world,
a testament to our inner life. And when
we dedicate ourselves to meaningful

does it transform into something we
cannot yet comprehend?The thought
of death stirs a peculiar sense of
emptiness. Just as we cannot fathom
the time before our birth because there
was no "us" to experience it, the idea
of what comes after death lies beyond
our grasp. It is a realm where
imagination falters, and certainty
dissolves. Some believe that death is
not an end but a transition. Hinduism

and Buddhism speak of
reincarnation, a cycle of birth and
rebirth, while Christianity envisions
an afterlife of heaven or hell. These
beliefs offer comfort, a way to make
sense of the unknown, but they
remain rooted in faith rather than
evidence. No one can say with
certainty what lies beyond the final
breath. Perhaps we return to the same
void from which we came, a state of
nothingness where consciousness
ceases to exist. Or perhaps our
essence merges with a greater cosmic
energy, an infinite whole that
transcends our understanding. Or
maybe, just maybe, our

interact with the world, that we begin
to construct an identity. Our name,
family, culture, and society gradually
shape the contours of who we become.
These elements weave together to form
the lens through which we view
ourselves, giving us a sense of purpose
and a framework to search for meaning
in our lives.Consciousness is the
essence of our existence. It is the
invisible force that allows us to think,
dream, love, and question. It
enables us to marvel at a sunset, to
feel the pang of loss, to create art,
or to chase ambitions. But where
does this consciousness come from?
Is it merely the product of complex
neural activity in our brains, as science
suggests? Or is there something
deeper, something beyond the
physical, that gives rise to this
profound sense of self? Science tells
us that consciousness emerges from
the intricate dance of neurons, a
biological process rooted in the
physical world. Yet, when we reflect
deeply, this explanation feels
incomplete. If consciousness is purely
a product of biology, what happens
when the body ceases to function?
Does our consciousness simply
vanish, like a flame snuffed out, or

L ife is a mysterious journey, a
fleeting passage through time
that begins with birth,

unfolds through the vivid tapestry
of consciousness, and inevitably
confronts the enigma of death. At
the heart of this journey lies our
consciousness, the spark that
makes us uniquely human, allowing
us to perceive, feel, and ponder our
place in the universe. Yet, the
questions that linger in the quiet
corners of our minds are profound
and unsettling: Where were we
before birth? What becomes of our
consciousness after death? These
questions have haunted humanity for
centuries, weaving themselves into
the fabric of our philosophies,
religions, and personal
reflections.When we are born, we
emerge from an unknown void. A
newborn enters the world with no
sense of identity, no memories, no
understanding of the self. The world
is experienced through raw sensations
like cries, laughter, the warmth of a
touch, the sight of blurred shapes and
colors. In those early moments, there
is no awareness of who we are, where
we come from, or why we exist. It is
only with time, as we grow and

the void of pre-existence, we emerge
into a world bursting with color,
sound, and emotion. We spend our
lives searching for meaning, grappling
with questions that may never have
answers. And yet, in this search, we
find beauty. We find it in the quiet
moments of reflection, in the
connections we forge with others,
in the dreams we dare to chase. The
fear of the unknown of what lies
before and after this life does not
diminish the wonder of the present.
Instead, it urges us to live more fully,
to love more deeply, to create with
abandon.Perhaps we will never
know the ultimate fate of our
consciousness. Perhaps the answers
to these eternal questions will
always elude us. But in the space
between the void of birth and the
void of death, we have the power
to shape our own meaning. We live,
we love, we dream, and in doing so,
we weave a story that is uniquely
ours. The beauty of life lies in its
transience, in the way it begins from
nothing and returns to nothing, yet
allows us to create something
extraordinary in between. And that,
perhaps, is the greatest mystery
and the greatest gift of all.

 ! Satyabrat Borah
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MNRE, mission director of
the National Green
Hydrogen Mission, and
other experts, will
periodically review the
implementation status and
performance of capacities
awarded or established
under the scheme. The
committee will also facilitate
and recommend measures to
address challenges. A recent
report by the World
Economic Forum titled
Green Hydrogen: Enabling
Measures Roadmap for
Adoption in India
highlighted limited on-the-
ground traction for green
hydrogen. It also noted that
key players are mostly
adopting a 'wait-and-watch'
approach.While countries
worldwide are aggressively
pursuing green hydrogen to
combat emissions, it comes
with the risk of
g r e e n w a s h i n g .
Environmental organisations
have cautioned about
potential land-use and water
conflicts arising from the
significant land and water
resources required for green
hydrogen production.

What is the
u n i v e r s e
made of? This

question has driven
astronomers for
hundreds of years. For
the past quarter of a
century, scientists have
believed "normal" stuff
like atoms and molecules
that make up you, me,
Earth, and nearly
everything we can see
only accounts for 5% of
the universe. Another
25% is "dark matter", an
unknown substance we
can't see but which we
can detect through how
it affects normal matter via
gravity. The remaining
70% of the cosmos is
made of "dark energy".
Discovered in 1998, this
is an unknown form of
energy believed to be
making the universe
expand at an ever-
increasing rate. In a new
study soon to be
published in the
Astronomical Journal, we
have measured the
properties of dark energy
in more detail than ever
before. Our results show
it may be a hypothetical
vacuum energy first
proposed by Einstein - or
it may be something
stranger and more
complicated that changes
over time. When Einstein
developed the General
Theory of Relativity over
a century ago, he realised
his equations showed the
universe should either be
expanding or shrinking.
This seemed wrong to
him, so he added a
"cosmological constant"
- a kind of energy
inherent in empty space -
to balance out the force
of gravity and keep the
universe static. Later,
when the work of
Henrietta Swan Leavitt

albeit altered, equilibrium.
However, human activities
complicate this natural
process. Rapidly spreading
invasives, shrinking
habitats and fragmented
landscapes leave ungulates
facing an uphill battle.
Protected area management
often advocates creating
grasslands from forests to
increase the carrying
capacity for ungulates, but
this practice can exacerbate
the problem as grasses
have poor nutrient content
compared to browse
species (a classification of
plants and shrubs that
herbivores eat) found in
the forests. Grasslands in
sal forests are an exception
since the understory of sal
forests have limited
nutritive browse species
but clearing deciduous
miscellaneous forests for
making grasslands
reduces the carrying
capacity of the protected
area for ungulates.

Alien species cause
sudden disruption

thousands of years,
mechanisms in ungulates
evolved to tolerate or
detoxify these chemicals
and get to the nitrogen-
rich foliage. The
introduction of exotic
invasive plants disrupts
this coevolutionary
balance and native
ungulates lose out since
they do not have
mechanisms to address the
novel toxins in the
ecosystem. Thus, eating
Lantana, for example,
beyond a certain
proportion of the diet can
be poisonous for native
Indian species.
Additionally, invasive
exotics outcompete native
flora, diminishing the edible
biomass available to native
ungulates. Over vast
timescales and sprawling
landscapes, ecosystems
eventually adapt. Native
flora and fauna evolve
countermeasures, and
ecosystems reach a new,

L ike humans,
ungulates-the most
important prey base

for large carnivores-need
calories, proteins, minerals
and vitamins. But unlike us,
they have a secret weapon:
the ability to digest
cellulose. This fibrous plant
material, tough to most,
becomes a feast thanks to
specialised bacteria dwelling
in either their foregut
(ruminants) or hindgut
(colon and rectum). In
temperate regions,
ungulates are limited by
energy, but in the tropics the
limiting factor is proteins.
This constant tug-of-war
drives an incredible
evolutionary race between
plants and herbivores. Plants
evolve defences to prevent
herbivory and ungulates
evolve ways to overcome
these defences. One
important plant defence
mechanism is using
chemicals that can be toxic
on consumption. Over

Why is the universe
ripping itself apart?

stars. The more often you
observe, the better you
can measure these
changes, and the larger
the area you search, the
more supernovae you can
find. The first results
indicating the existence of
dark energy used only a
couple of dozen
supernovae. The latest
results from the Dark
Energy Survey use
around 1,500 exploding
stars, giving much greater
precision. Using a
specially built camera
installed on the 4-metre
Blanco Telescope at the
Cerro-Tololo Inter-
American Observatory in
Chile, the survey found
thousands of supernovae
of different types. To work
out which ones were
Type Ia (the kind we need

for measuring distances),
we used the 4-metre Anglo
Australian Telescope at
Siding Spring Observatory
in New South Wales. The
Anglo Australian
Telescope took
measurements which broke
up the colours of light from
the supernovae. This lets
us see a "fingerprint" of the
individual elements in the
explosion. Type Ia
supernovae have some
unique features, like
containing no hydrogen
and silicon. And with
enough supernovae,
machine learning allowed
us to classify thousands
of supernovae efficiently.

and Edwin Hubble showed
the universe was indeed
expanding, Einstein did
away with the cosmological
constant, calling it his
"greatest mistake".
However, in 1998, two teams
of researchers found the
expansion of the universe
was actually accelerating.
This implies that something
quite similar to Einstein's
cosmological constant may
exist after all - something we
now call dark energy. Since
those initial measurements,
we've been using
supernovae and other
probes to measure the
nature of dark energy. Until
now, these results have
shown the density of dark
energy in the universe
appears to be constant.
This means the strength of
dark energy remains the

same, even as the universe
grows - it doesn't seem to
be spread more thinly as the
universe gets bigger. We
measure this with a number
called w. Einstein's
cosmological constant in
effect set w to -1, and earlier
observations have
suggested this was about
right. The Dark Energy
Survey is the largest effort
yet to measure dark energy.
More than 400 scientists
across multiple continents
work together for nearly a
decade to repeatedly
observe parts of the
southern sky. Repeated
observations let us look for
changes, like new exploding

If you happened to be
looking at the sky in
Europe on a cold night

on February 5 1993, there is
a chance you could have
seen a dim flash of light.
That flash came from a
Russian space mirror
experiment called Znamya-
2. Znamya-2 was a 20-metre
reflective structure much
like aluminium foil (Znamya
means "banner" in
Russian), unfurled from a
spacecraft which had just
undocked from the
Russian Mir space station.
Its goal was to
demonstrate solar energy
could be reflected from
space to Earth. This was
the first and only time that
a mirror had ever been
launched into space for
that purpose. But, three
decades on, colleagues
and I believe it's time to
revisit this technology.
Unlike proposals to build
solar power stations in
space and transmit energy
down to earth, all the
generation would still

Reflectors in space could make solar
farms on Earth work for longer

happen down here.
Crucially, these reflectors
could help solar farms
generate electricity even
when direct sunlight is not
available, especially during
evening and early morning
hours when demand for
clean energy is greatest.
Colleagues and I call this
concept "orbiting solar
reflectors". Pioneering
rocket scientist Hermann
Oberth recognised the
potential all the way back
in 1929 when he envisaged
reflectors in space relaying
sunlight to illuminate large
cities and ship routes. He
predicted that these
reflectors would be very
large, thin and
ultralightweight, and built
in space by astronauts
wearing diving suits.
Colleagues and I recently
published a paper in which
we explored the possibility
of orbiting solar reflectors
in the near term. We think
Oberth's vision may now be
achievable thanks to up-
and-coming technologies

longer illuminate the solar
farm, it can be rotated such
that it is edge-on to the Sun
and no light is reflected to
the ground. For this
reason, we expect the
potential disturbance to
g r o u n d - b a s e d
astronomical observations
would be minimal.

over a solar power farm, it
could angle itself to
illuminate the solar farm and
its immediate
surroundings. Each
"pass" would extend the
"day" of the solar farm
and hence its hours of
electricity generation.
When the reflector can no

such as robotic spacecraft
that can manufacture and
assemble structures in
space. The reflectors and
other materials necessary to
build such large structures
could be launched by
modern rockets such as
SpaceX's colossal Starship.
Each time a reflector passes

T he central government
has excluded some
species  f rom the

process of issuing licences
for their wildlife trade in
the revised rules that have
come after four decades. In
a government notification,
Wild  Life  (Protect ion)
Licensing (Addi t ional
Matters for Consideration)
Rules ,  2024,  the
government offered fresh
guidelines for granting
licences to stakeholders
involved in snake venom,
captive animals, trophy
animals  and s tuffed
animals .  The revised
not i f ica t ion came into
effect on January 16, the
first revision since 1983.
The rules  f rom 1983

MNRE launches scheme to incentivise
production of green hydrogen

years from the beginning of
production and supply,
with rates of Rs 50 /
kilogramme of green
hydrogen in the first year,
Rs 40 / kg in the second year
and Rs 30 / kg during the
third year. According to the
scheme's document, "The
bidder quoting the lowest
price of supply will be
allocated its admissible
capacity first.
Subsequently, the bidder
quoting the next lowest
price of supply will be
allocated its admissible
capacity, continuing until
the total available capacity
is exhausted." Additionally,
the document specifies,
"The net worth of the bidder
as on the last date of the
previous financial year, as
specified in the tender
document should be equal
to or greater than Rs 15
crore per thousand MT per
annum of quoted
production and supply
capacity of green
hydrogen." A scheme
monitoring committee, co-
chaired by the secretary of
MoPNG, secretary of the

and diesel. Indian Oil
Corporation announced its
plan last year to convert 50
per cent of its grey hydrogen
to green hydrogen by 2030
by establishing green
hydrogen plants in all its
refineries. Similarly,
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation is reportedly
constructing a 370 tonnes
per annum green hydrogen
plant at its Visakhapatnam
refinery. To qualify for
incentives under the
scheme, bidders must meet
the criteria outlined in the
'National Green Hydrogen
Standard' as notified by
MNRE. The scheme offers
a direct incentive over three

Union Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas (MoPNG), primarily
oil and gas companies,
guided by the Centre for
High Technology (CHT).
Each oil and gas entity
will seek bids at the most
competitive rates for
either a single refinery or
multiple refineries. CHT will
assume responsibility for
providing secretarial,
managerial and
implementation support, as
well as fulfilling other
responsibilities assigned
by MoPNG. Green
hydrogen is essential for
removing sulfur content in
crude oil to produce petrol

T he Union Ministry of
New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE) has

recently published guidelines
and incentives to promote the
procurement of green
hydrogen as part of the
National Green Hydrogen
Mission. Under the mission,
Rs 17,490 crore has been set
aside for the Strategic
Interventions for Green
Hydrogen Transition
(SIGHT) programme, to
bolster domestic electrolyser
manufacturing and green
hydrogen production. These
incentives are designed to
facilitate cost reduction and
rapid expansion.
Implemented under Mode-2B,
a system adopted by the
MNRE for the SIGHT scheme,
this approach involves
aggregating demand and
soliciting bids for green
hydrogen and its derivatives
at the lowest cost through a
competitive selection
process. Tranche I of Mode
2B offers a bidding capacity
of 200,000 million tonnes per
annum. The scheme's
execution will be entrusted to
agencies nominated by the

New amendments in wildlife trade rules
enable issuing licences

of premises  for  the
business. The official
has to note the source
and manner in which the
suppl ies  would be
obtained by the business
involved, including the
number  of  l icences
already issued in  the
concerned area. It further
seeks considering the
implications on hunting
or trade of wild animals
concerned in  case  of
granting of the licence.
The not i f ica t ion,
however, does not clarify
why the restrictions on
Schedule II species have
been lifted.  On earlier
occasion in 2022, the
central government in
amendment  of  the
Wildlife Protection Act

addi t ional  mat ters  to
consider  grant ing of
licences, the authorised
officers must consider
the  capaci ty  of  the
applicant to handle the
business concerned in
terms of  faci l i t ies ,
equipment and feasibility

prohibi ted issuing
licences to trade in a
wild animal categorised
under Schedule I or Part
II of Schedule II under
the Wildlife Protection
Act 1972. The licences
were  granted in
exceptional cases with
previous approval of
the central government.
With new guidelines in
effect, the government
has s tated that ,  "No
such licences shall be
granted if it relates to
any wild  animals
specif ied in  the
Schedule I to the Act,
except with previous
consul ta t ion of  the
central government." It
ment ioned that  in

merged four schedules of
wild  animals  in  two
reducing the  s ix
schedules to four. As per
the revised amendments
Schedule  I  includes
animals requiring utmost
protection while Schedule
II has species needing
comparat ively  lower
protection. Plant species
have been listed under
Schedule  I I  whi le
Schedule IV is dedicated
to species to be protected
under the Convention on
International  Trade in
Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES).  Under  the
Wildlife Protection Act
1972, some of the animals
listed under Schedule II
include  b i rds  such  as
sparrows, bulbul, ducks,
geese ,  owl s ,  k i t e s ,
eagles, falcons prinias,
reptiles such as snakes,
turtles, mammals such as
deer, hare, rats, langur,
and  amph ib i ans  l i ke
geckos  and  f rogs  a r e
listed. According to the
World Wildlife Report
2020 about 6,000 species
of flora and fauna were
se i zed  g loba l ly  f rom
1999-2018.
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Nijut Moina 2.0 to be launched
DCs, Principals and officials from education department at his office in Lok
Sewa Bhawan here today to review the rollout of Nijut Moina 2.0, which is to
be launched on August 6 across the state. The scheme will be launched with
the starting the process of distributing the forms to the deserving girls students
from the Higher Secondary, Under Graduate, Post Graduate, B.Ed and Integrated
Teacher Education Programme.  The Chief Minister directed District
Commissioners and Principals to ensure smooth and transparent
implementation of the scheme with an emphasis on maximum outreach. It may
be noted that Nijut Moina is an initiative, launched by the Government of
Assam, which aims at empowering girl students by providing financial
incentives, reducing school dropout rates, and promoting higher education
among young girls, especially from underprivileged backgrounds. In its second
phase, Nijut Moina seeks to expand coverage and increase the impact of the
scheme by ensuring timely delivery of benefits, and enhanced coordination
among district-level authorities. During the virtual interaction, the Chief
Minister emphasized the importance of seamless implementation and urged all
stakeholders to ensure efficiency and maximum outreach.He said, “Nijut Moina
2.0 is not just a welfare scheme, it is our pledge to support the dreams and
education of every girl in Assam. By investing in girls' education, we are
investing in the future of the state”. The Chief Minister also directed officials
to maintain an updated database, streamline beneficiary identification
processes, and undertake awareness campaigns at the grassroots level to
ensure no eligible student is left behind.He also asked the DC and the Education
Department to ensure that Nijut Moina 2.0 becomes a model of inclusive and
transformative governance in the field of education. He also stated that Nijut
Moina 2.0 will also include resident girl students of Assam studying in Central
Universities like Tezpur and Assam University and they will be covered
under the scheme. Minister Environment and Forest Chandra Mohan
Patowary, Minister Revenue Keshab Mahanta, Minister Sports and Youth
Welfare Nandita Garlosa, Minister Animal Husbandry and Veterinary
Krishnendu Paul, Chief Secretary Dr. Ravi Kota, Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister Dr. KK Dwivedi, Secretary Higher Education and School
Education Department Narayan Konwar and other senior officers from
Education department were present during the VC.

Eviction drive in Golaghat enters
assistance from the district administration, Assam Police, and coordination
with Nagaland officials, is expected to displace nearly 1,500 families—
predominantly from the Muslim community.The operation began Tuesday in
the Bidyapur area and continued through Wednesday across Sonari Beel and
Pithaghat regions. Authorities claim they are reclaiming nearly 11,000 bighas
of forest land occupied illegally over the years. So far, officials have described
the eviction as mostly peaceful.However, the situation on the ground presents
a complex picture. Villages being cleared include government-built
infrastructure such as houses under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY-
G), water supply lines from the Jal Jeevan Mission, schools under the Sarba
Siksha Abhiyan, health centres, electricity supply, and places of worship
including mosques, churches, and madrassas.A district official stated that
eviction notices were issued to around 1,500 households, although roughly
2,000 families reside in the affected area. Many of the remaining families, from
Bodo, Manipuri, and Nepali communities, reportedly possess Forest Rights
Committee (FRC) certificates exempting them from eviction."Nearly 80% of
the notified families have already vacated voluntarily. We are only dismantling
abandoned structures now,” the official added.Displaced families, however,
claim they have lived in the area for decades, with settlements dating back to
the Janata Party government in 1978–79 and the first Asom Gana Parishad
administration in the 1980s. They cited the presence of a government primary
school established in 1978 as proof of long-term habitation.“We are not
opposing the eviction. We only want to be relocated with dignity. Now we are
living under plastic sheets without food or water,” said Ali Kazi, one of the
displaced residents.Security has been tightened with CRPF deployment across
the 12 villages divided into nine zones. Meanwhile, Nagaland has issued
border alerts to restrict movement of displaced people into its territory.

Governor presents excellence awards
held at Raj Bhavan here today in the presence of Chief Justice of Gauhati High
Court Justice Mr.Ashutosh Kumar and Speaker of Assam Legislative assembly
Biswajit Daimary. It may be noted that the Governor presented Governor Assam
for Excellence  in Science, Engineering, Medicine and Environment to Bapan Das,
an entrepreneur who promoted antibiotic-free poultry farming. His startup
‘Graduate Farmer’ was recognised among the top 20 emerging startups of North
East by IIMCIP (IIM Calcutta Innovation Park). Moreover, the Governor also
presented the Award for Excellence for Social Work and Public Affairs to Assistant
Professor, Dibrugarh University Dr. Amar Upadhyaya for his initiatives like
plantation drives, blood donations camps, campaigns on education, digital literacy,
women empowerment etc. The award in the field of literature and education has
been given to former Head of the Department, Assamese, Gauhati University Dr.
Nagen Thakur posthumously in recognition to his role in Assamese literature.
Devashish Thakur, his son received the commendation on his behalf. Award in
the field of Art and Culture has been given to Umananda Dowerah for his
pioneering role as a curator and archivist of old Assamese gramophone records
who established a gramophone records museum at Moran in Dibrugarh district.
Award for Trade, Industry and Commerce was given to Abhinash Hazarika of
Kakojan Kamar, Jorhat district in recognition to his role as an educator and
professional trainer who trains students and artisans across different districts of
the state and outside. Moreover, in the field of Sports Governor, Assam Award for
Excellence has been conferred on Debashish Roy, Guwahati. Debashish Roy is a
celebrated footballer who has brought laurels to the state through his
achievements. The award carries  a traditional gamocha, a seleng sador, a medallion,
citation, cheque of rupees one lakh and a japi.Speaking on the occasion Governor
Shri Acharya while congratulating the awardees, hailed their contributions in
different fields of interests. Expressing his happiness for having given the
opportunity to serve the state as the Governor, Shri Acharya paid his obeisance
to Maa Kamakhya, Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardev and Madhavdev. Shri
Acharya moreover said that Assam has no dearth of talents as the state nurtured
Lachit Borphukan, Veer Chilarai, Kanaklata Barua, Kalaguru Bishnu Prasad Rabha,
Jyoti Prasad Agarwala, Sudhakantha Dr. Bhupen Hazarika and others who made
the state proud of their works and achievements. The Governor said that during
his visits to different districts of the state, he was fascinated witnessing immense
potential of the state along with its people. He also said that as a Governor as well
as the Chancellor of the universities, his role was not limited to academic review
alone, he took interests in forging communication with students and teachers.
Shri Acharya said that launched on 17 September, 2024 on the occasion of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s birthday, the awards have been envisaged to
recognize the individuals who have been playing an important role to
contribute to the robust development journey initiated under the dynamic
leadership of Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma. He, therefore, said that
honouring the individuals from Raj Bhavan amounts to facilitating and
expediting the holistic growth trajectory of the state. The first lady of Assam
Smt. Kumud Devi, Chief Executive Member North Kachar Hills Autonomous
Council Shri Debolal Gorlosa Sir, Chief Executive Member Karbi Anglong
Autonomous Council Dr.Tuliram Ronghang, DGP Shri Harmeet Singh  ,
Commissioner and Secretary to the Governor SS Meenakshi Sundaram, and
host of other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

Huge quake rocks Russia's Far East
Hawaii and Russia had downgraded most of their tsunami warnings. But
authorities in French Polynesia warned residents of several of the remote
Marquesas Islands to move to higher ground and expect waves as high as 2.5
metres (8 feet).Russian scientists said the quake in Kamchatka was the most
powerful to hit the region since 1952. "It felt like the walls could collapse any
moment. The shaking lasted continuously for at least three minutes," said
Yaroslav, 25, in the city of Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky.Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said there had been no casualties in Russia from the quake,
crediting solid building construction and the smooth working of alert systems.In
Severo-Kurilsk in the northern Kuril Islands, south of Kamchatka, tsunami waves
exceeded 3 metres, with the largest up to 5 metres, Russia's RIA news agency
reported.Alexander Ovsyannikov, the town's mayor, urged residents to assess
damage to their homes and not to use gas stove heating until inspections had
been carried out.Tsunami waves partially flooded the port and a fish processing
plant in the town, sweeping vessels from their moorings, regional officials and
Russia's emergency ministry said.Verified drone footage showed the town's
entire shoreline was submerged, with taller buildings and some storage facilities
surrounded by water. The Klyuchevskoy volcano on Russia's Kamchatka
Peninsula began erupting later, a geological monitoring service said.

ATASU storms Dispur in peaceful
protestors joining from various districts across the state.Waving flags and
chanting spirited slogans, the demonstrators called for immediate implementation
of long-pending demands, chief among them being the inclusion of the Tai Ahom
community in the Scheduled Tribe (ST) category. The rally also voiced calls for
autonomy in Upper Assam, land rights for indigenous people, and strong measures
against suspected illegal immigrants.ATASU leaders submitted a detailed
memorandum to Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma, expressing deep frustration
over what they described as repeated betrayal by both state and central
governments. The union emphasized that despite cultural similarities with other
Tai communities—such as the Khamti, Phake, Khamyang, Aiton, and Turung—
the Tai Ahoms have maintained a unique linguistic and cultural heritage deserving
of constitutional protection.“The central government had introduced the ST Bill
in the Rajya Sabha but deliberately withheld it from the Lok Sabha. This is not
oversight—it’s systematic neglect,” the memorandum stated. It accused the
current state leadership of continuing the trend of ignoring genuine demands
raised by the community.The union further demanded land rights for all indigenous
(khilonjia) communities and strict identification and deportation of illegal
immigrants. Highlighting the role of the media in amplifying the voice of the
people, ATASU called on journalists and news outlets to ensure fair coverage of
their cause.Despite heavy security presence, the march remained peaceful,
reflecting ATASU’s commitment to democratic methods of protest. However, the
union warned that if the government fails to act, larger and more intense agitations
could follow.ATASU’s protest has once again brought the focus back to the
unresolved issue of ST status and indigenous rights in Assam, signaling that the
struggle for recognition and justice is far from over.

ABSU marks 29th Anti-Terrorism
ceremony took place at the martyr’s memorial site, where Bhanumati Basumatary, the wife
of the slain leader, offered floral tributes and lit candles in a deeply emotional gesture of
remembrance.Hundreds of ABSU members, local students, and representatives from civil
society took part in the observance, which included a human chain, a mass signature
campaign, and the symbolic release of white doves and balloons—signifying peace, solidarity,
and resistance to terrorism.Swmbla Basumatary, who served as the central president of
ABSU, was gunned down by militants in Hatimatha village, Kokrajhar, in 1996. His
untimely death remains a powerful symbol of the risks faced by democratic youth leaders
in conflict-prone regions.The commemoration was attended by key dignitaries, including
Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC) Chief Executive Member Pramod Boro, Assam Cabinet
Minister UG Brahma, Kokrajhar East MLA Lawrence Islary, ABSU General Secretary
Khanindra Basumatary, and members of the BTC Executive Council.Minister UG Brahma,
addressing the gathering, emphasized the importance of peace and democratic values. “We
must ensure terrorism never triumphs over peace and justice. The ideals of leaders like
Swmbla Basumatary should continue to inspire our youth to walk the path of non-violence
and unity,” he said.The day concluded with a collective pledge from all attendees to stand
united against terrorism and to work tirelessly for a peaceful and harmonious society,
echoing the values for which Swmbla Basumatary laid down his life.

BJP to hold nationwide 'Tiranga Yatra'
Tiranga Yatra from May 13 to May 23 to celebrate the success of Operation Sindoor.
The objective was not only to inform the public about the achievements of the operation
but also to inspire a spirit of national pride and unity.This new phase of the campaign
follows 16 hours of discussion in the Lok Sabha on Operation Sindoor, reinforcing its
national significance.A Swachhata Abhiyan (cleanliness drive) will be conducted at sites
linked to the freedom struggle, war memorials, and national landmarks."Placards praising
India's defence forces, commemorating martyrs, and showcasing indigenous defence
equipment will be prominently displayed throughout the yatra. As part of the events,
police officers, war heroes, and the families of martyred soldiers will be honoured in
recognition of their service and sacrifice. Additionally, visits to border outposts will be
organised--subject to official permissions--where serving soldiers will be formally
felicitated for their dedication to the nation," said sources.On August 14, a silent march
will be held across the country to observe Vibhajan Vibhishika Smriti Diwas (Partition
Horrors Remembrance Day), paying tribute to those who suffered during the
Partition.Each state will constitute a committee comprising one convenor and three
members to coordinate the yatra. At the national level, BJP National General Secretary
Sunil Bansal has been appointed as the chief coordinator for the campaign.The Tiranga
Yatra is expected to become a unifying movement celebrating India's military
achievements, honouring its heroes, and fostering a renewed spirit of nationalism. During
the May yatra, slogans such as "Bharat Mata Ki Jai," "Hindustan Zindabad," and
"Indian Army Zindabad" echoed across the skies, with millions participating in what the
party described as a symbol of India's unity against terrorism.

Actress Nandini Kashyap arrested in
1:30 AM on Wednesday following sustained interrogation over several days.Police
sources revealed that Kashyap was initially detained in North Guwahati late Tuesday
night. After a preliminary round of questioning at Dispur Police Station, she was
taken to the Panbazar Women Police Station, where she was formally arrested.
Authorities have now included Section 105 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
in the case.The incident occurred on the night of July 25 in Dakhingaon, Guwahati.
Samiul, a second-year student at Nalbari Polytechnic, was struck by a high-speed
vehicle reportedly driven by Kashyap. Despite being rushed to Gauhati Medical
College and later to a private hospital, he succumbed to his injuries the following
evening.The case has triggered widespread public anger, with the All Assam
Polytechnic Students’ Union (AAPSU) filing a formal complaint and leading protests
across the state demanding strict legal action. Eyewitnesses claimed the vehicle did
not stop after the collision, intensifying calls for accountability.As part of the
investigation, authorities are examining CCTV footage, witness accounts, and
forensic evidence to reconstruct the events. Police have indicated that additional
charges may be pressed based on the upcoming post-mortem and forensic
reports.Kashyap’s family has expressed sorrow over the incident. Her mother said
they tried to offer help immediately but were discouraged from going to the hospital
due to concerns over safety, allegedly on police advice. She also dismissed claims
of prior traffic violations, stating those incidents involved a driver, not Nandini
herself.The Haque family continues to seek justice for Samiul, whose tragic death
has sparked both online and on-ground solidarity across Assam. His post-mortem
was conducted at GMCH on Wednesday, with findings expected to influence the
case's next steps.Later Nandini sent to Police custody for two days.

Assam intensifies border security
media, emphasizing the government’s firm stance on infiltration. “Do not try and
infiltrate, you will be CAUGHT and PUSHED BACK,” he warned, adding that
Assam is for Indians, not illegal foreigners aiming to disrupt the state’s demographic
fabric.This latest action follows the recent deportation of 20 infiltrators from the
same border region, bringing the total number of illegal entrants pushed back to over
377 in recent months. These measures are part of a broader strategy to make Assam
“infiltration-free,” a key focus of the current administration.Security has been
significantly enhanced across the Indo-Bangladesh border, particularly after political
unrest broke out in Bangladesh last year. The Border Security Force (BSF) has
intensified its monitoring along the 1,885-kilometre international boundary across
the Northeast. Assam Police are also maintaining strict vigilance and have increased
patrols in vulnerable areas known for frequent illegal crossings.Officials confirmed
that anyone attempting to enter the state without valid documents will be immediately
apprehended and deported. Local law enforcement agencies, in coordination with
central forces, are under clear instructions to maintain zero tolerance toward
undocumented migration.The Chief Minister reiterated his government’s
commitment to protecting Assam’s cultural and demographic integrity. “We will not
allow illegal infiltration to threaten the identity and resources of our people,” Sarma
stated.As part of ongoing operations, routine checks and intelligence-based
surveillance continue to be carried out along the border districts. Authorities also
appealed to local communities to remain alert and report any suspicious movement
near the border zones, reinforcing the administration’s resolve to seal every potential
gap in the state's border security.

Jaishankar rebukes Opposition
Opposition figures by calling them “self-styled China Gurus,” accusing them of
holding overly idealistic views about India’s relationship with its powerful neighbour.
“One such guru, seated right in front of me, once coined the term ‘Chindia’ in praise
of an imagined India-China synergy,” he said, in a clear reference to Ramesh’s
previous public support for improved bilateral ties.Continuing his critique,
Jaishankar made a pointed remark: “I admit I may not be an expert on China—I
didn’t gain knowledge through the Olympics. Some, however, seem to have learned
a great deal from their visits during Olympic events. Let’s not delve into who they
met or what was agreed upon.”He also alleged that in the past, Chinese ambassadors
had held informal briefings at the residences of some Indian political figures, implying
a level of closeness that raised questions. His comment sparked vocal reactions
from members of the ruling benches.Responding to Opposition concerns about the
strengthening Pakistan-China alliance, Jaishankar acknowledged the partnership
but dismissed the suggestion that it was a recent development. “Yes, their ties are
strong. But suggesting this happened overnight shows a lack of historical awareness.
Some may have dozed off during history class,” he quipped.The External Affairs
Minister’s remarks come amid renewed scrutiny over India’s border tensions with
China and geopolitical shifts in the region. While the Opposition has accused the
government of lacking transparency and firmness in its foreign policy, Jaishankar
defended India’s diplomatic posture and took the opportunity to highlight what he
described as the Opposition’s past naivety regarding China.The exchange added
further intensity to the ongoing monsoon session of Parliament, with foreign policy
becoming a flashpoint between the government and the Opposition.

Tipra Motha’s 2,500-km footmarch
crisis — the persistent and unchecked infiltration into Tripura. Describing the
campaign as a grassroots-driven “people’s movement,” he stressed the existential
threat that such demographic changes pose to Tripura’s indigenous
communities.“The problem of illegal infiltration has remained unresolved for 75
years. It is not just a regional problem but a pressing issue of national security,”
Murasing said while addressing the media. He warned that failure to address the
issue could destabilize not only Tripura but the entire Northeastern region.Murasing
also took sharp aim at the Central Government, accusing it of failing to honour the
Tiprasa Accord signed in March 2014. The agreement had promised decisive measures
within six months, yet over a decade later, those promises remain unfulfilled. “The
government’s silence is not just disappointing—it’s a betrayal of the Tiprasa people,”
he added.The footmarch, which is backed by TMP chief Pradyot Kishore Manikya,
has garnered support from various tribal and civil society organisations as it progresses
through the Northeast. Murasing noted that Manikya had personally offered his
blessings before the journey commenced, reflecting the party’s commitment to the
cause.A 12-member team is undertaking the arduous journey with plans to culminate
their protest at Delhi’s Jantar Mantar. There, they intend to submit a memorandum
demanding urgent steps to curb illegal infiltration and implement long-pending
provisions of the Tiprasa Accord.As the movement gains momentum across Assam,
it is resonating with indigenous groups beyond Tripura, many of whom see the
issue as a shared regional challenge requiring national intervention.

Arunachal tightens ILP rules amid
process. The move is aimed at strengthening identity verification mechanisms and
curbing unauthorized entries.The administration has also called upon all
administrative officers to exercise greater vigilance while issuing ILPs. Routine
checking drives will be conducted across all subdivisions, with a special emphasis
on border-adjacent areas. To facilitate enforcement, the district will set up a Special
Task Force (STF) in collaboration with the police to conduct surprise inspections
and ensure compliance.“The new measures are part of a larger strategy to protect
Arunachal’s demographic balance and ensure that those entering the state are properly
documented,” the official notification stated.Deputy Commissioner Vishakha Yadav
stressed the importance of rigorous ILP enforcement, particularly in light of the
state’s geographical proximity to Assam and its porous borders. She noted that
recent developments in Assam, where authorities are actively evicting illegal migrants
from government and forest lands, have underscored the need for Arunachal to
remain vigilant.“We must ensure that the ILP system is not just a formality but a
functional tool for safeguarding our state’s identity and security,” Yadav said.She
also urged citizens, local businesses, and employers to cooperate fully with the
enforcement teams. “Adherence to ILP norms is not just a legal obligation, but a
civic duty to help maintain order and fairness in our society,” she added.The Papum
Pare district’s proactive stance reflects growing regional concerns over unregulated
migration and the need for robust administrative safeguards to maintain demographic
and legal stability in sensitive border areas.

"Chief Justice office not Post Office"
hit headlines for the massive cash recovery during a fire at his Delhi
home.Justice Varma has challenged the findings of a three-member top court
panel that probed the allegations against him and recommended his removal
as a judge. This was during the tenure of former Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna.Appearing for the judge before a bench of Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice Augustine George Masih, Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal said the
top court's in-house committee is not empowered to recommend a judge's
removal and its ambit is limited to advising the Chief Justice. Mr Sibal cited
Article 124 of the Constitution and the Judges (Inquiry) Act and said
bypassing the rules laid down would create an extra-constitutional
mechanism.As the discussion shifted to the top court's powers in such
matters, Justice Datta said, "The office of Chief Justice is not just a post
office. He has certain duties to the nation as the leader of the judiciary. If
materials come to him regarding misconduct, CJI has the duty to forward
them to the President and the Prime Minister."Mr Sibal argued that the
Chief Justice could not have said that the misconduct against Justice Varma
was proven.When Mr Sibal said the bench has "already made up your
mind", Justice Datta responded, "If we had made up our mind, we would
have kept mum and allowed you to argue. Then declared the judgment. But
that is not fair justice. That is why we are speaking... Article 141 is law laid
down, it has to be followed."Article 141 of the Constitution states that the
law declared by the Supreme Court is binding on all courts in India.Arguing
against the three-judge panel report, Mr Sibal said Justice Varma's case is
no longer just a Parliamentary process, but has become "political". The
court, however, said the three-judge panel's report is preliminary and won't
impact future proceedings.The bench then told the judge that his conduct
"does not inspire confidence". "Your conduct says a lot. You were waiting
for a favourable finding and once you found it to be palpable, you came
here."The court also asked the judge why he appeared before the panel. Mr
Sibal said, "If the committee finds the money belongs to me (Justice Varma),
I am fine." To this, the court replied, "Let's not spill something. That is not
the remit of the committee to find out whose money it is."Justice Datta said
the Chief Justice's recommendation is not binding on Parliament. "Parliament
has the power to take a call." Mr Sibal replied, "Once a recommendation is
given by CJI, which Member of Parliament will not believe?"Mr Sibal also
pointed out that Justice Varma was not heard during the in-house probe.
The Supreme Court has reserved its judgment.



SPORTS PLUS 7THURSDAY, JULY 31, 2025

goalkeeper Sayad Bin Abdul
Kadir, giving the home side
the lead.Although Indian
Army maintained the lion’s
share of possession and
continued pressing for an
equaliser, they struggled to
test Amrit Gope with clear-cut
chances. Liton Shil’s
thunderous effort that rattled
the crossbar late in the game
was their closest attempt.The
match took a dramatic turn in
the final minutes when Indian
Army goalkeeper Sayad Bin
Abdul Kadir was shown a
red card for a last-man foul
on Jayesh Rane outside the
box. With all substitutions
used, defender Samananda
Singh had to step into goal
for the remainder of injury
time.Despite a late scare
when V.P. Suhair struck the
crossbar, Jamshedpur FC
held on resolutely to secure
a crucial three points, leaving
Indian Army FT ruing their
missed chances. The Red
Miners now stand at the
brink of qualification from
Group C, with momentum
firmly on their side.

New Delhi, July 30 : Jasprit
Bumrah will sit out the fifth
and final Test of the
A n d e r s o n - Te n d u l k a r
Trophy at The Oval,
starting Thursday (July
31). The BCCI medical team
has advised Bumrah to
skip the match as a
precautionary measure to
safeguard his long-term
fitness, particularly his
back, a report carried by
ESPNcricinfo has
confirmed.The move aligns
with a pre-planned
workload management
strategy devised in
consultation with Bumrah,
the team management, and
the selectors, which
allowed the star pacer to
feature in only three of the
five Tests on the England
tour.Bumrah featured in the
series opener at
Headingley, was rested for
the second Test at
Edgbaston (which India
won), and returned for the
third and fourth Tests at
Lord’s and Old Trafford.
However, signs of physical
strain were apparent. He
has not bowled since the
fourth morning at Old
Trafford, where his pace

Jasprit Bumrah to miss
5th Test against England

Indian pace spearhead advised to skip match as precautionary
measure; Akash Deep set to return

The Oval. He missed the
fourth Test due to a minor
groin niggle but looked in
rhythm during India's
optional training session on
Tuesday. On the green-
tinged practice pitches,
Akash found seam
movement and control.The
second Test at Edgbaston
had marked a dream return
for Akash, who claimed a
ten-wicket haul- including
career-best figures of 6 for
99 in the second innings.
While he struggled for
consistency at Lord's, The
Oval’s traditionally seamer-
friendly conditions may
suit his style and offer a
chance to bounce back.

and impact dipped
noticeably on a slow,
u n r e s p o n s i v e
surface.Though India
briefly considered tweaking
their original plan -
particularly with a potential
series-levelling win on the
cards - Bumrah’s heavy
workload in Manchester (33
overs for 2 wickets and
over 100 runs conceded)
weighed against that
idea.Despite that, Bumrah
remains the joint second-
highest wicket-taker in the
series with 14 wickets, tied
with Mohammed
Siraj.Akash Deep is
expected to slot in as
Bumrah’s replacement at

Somerset in the County
Championship at
Taunton. The wicket
was very flat, one day
was completely rained
off and at the point the
game was petering into
a draw I was on about
190. The players started
shaking hands but
Justin Langer, the
Australia opener who
was the Somerset
captain at the time,
stopped everyone and
said: “We’re staying on
– either we get Mark out
or he gets a double
hundred.”The game
ended a few minutes
later when I reached 200.
Justin had recognised,
even though I was
playing for the
opposition, there was a
milestone a batter had
worked hard to earn.It is
not as if the English
completely ignore
i n d i v i d u a l
achievements. In the
same Test we had been
happy to celebrate Joe
Root’s, when he became
the second-highest
Test run-scorer. Graham
Gooch, Alastair Cook
and Jimmy Anderson
have spoken of their
pride at achieving
milestones. I would
hope and expect that if
a young England player
in search of their maiden
Test century were 90 not
out, their captain would
be aware of that

Cricket endures draw furore but Langer
taught me not to shake hands too early

London, July 30 :Ben Stokes
and Brendon McCullum have
brought a clear, aggressive
mindset to England over the
past three years, an approach
that has been hugely positive,
freeing up the players and
bringing a lot of excitement. But
if they have decided to focus
on winning games and
entertaining the public, and
chosen not to play for draws
or focus on individual
milestones, it does not mean
everyone else has. Centuries
are still important to players.
Sometimes a draw is a positive
result.What we saw from
England when India initially
refused to accept the draw on
Sunday was a combination of
natural disappointment – they
had dominated the game,
played so much good cricket,
wanted to force home the
advantage and make the final
Test a dead rubber – genuine
tiredness and a bit of cultural
insensitivity. Certain situations
are viewed differently around
the world.Remember the Jonny
Bairstow incident at Lord’s
during the 2023 Ashes, or Ravi
Ashwin running out Jos Buttler
at the non-striker’s end in the
2019 Indian Premier League?
The way those things were
viewed in the UK and abroad
was very different. I know from
my time in county cricket that
most teams would have walked
off, even if they had a couple
of batters approaching
centuries, but in international
cricket it is different – centuries
mean more.In 2008, I was
playing for Surrey against

that result and went on to
win the last two Tests to
take the series.For the final
game starting on Thursday
the contest is still alive. All

the pitches have been
pretty flat, but the signature
at the Oval, certainly at
domestic level, is a good
wicket with some grass still
on it. Gus Atkinson has not
played a lot recently but
there is a strong argument
for bringing him in. He
should get a bit of extra
movement on his home
ground.England will need to
decide the makeup of their
attack not just based on the
quality of their bowlers, but
on their fragility and how

draw.McCullum and
Stokes  may have no
interest in them, but in a
five-Test series between
two evenly matched

teams there are likely to
be times when one of
them has to fight to save
a game and a  draw
becomes a result to be
celebrated. It takes me
back to  England and
South Africa in 1998,
when Angus Fraser
blocked out  Al lan
Donald in the last over
for a draw when we had
been complete ly
outplayed to keep the
score at 0-1. We were
massively buoyed up by

moment. To achieve that is a
huge thing in someone’s life,
there is no guarantee they
will be in that situation again,
and the confidence it gives

them can be huge.Some of
the comments captured on
the stump microphone did
not reflect well on England.
They played some
magnificent cricket and
dominated the game, but
that petulance seems to
have overshadowed it. I
hope the ending will have
taught them a couple of
important lessons, about
respecting other teams’
cul tures  and other
players’ ambitions and the
real  value  of  a

Jamshedpur FC edge Indian
Army FT with narrow win

Sanan Mohammed’s second-half goal keeps Red Miners on top and
inches them closer to Durand Cup

they are dealing with
fatigue. People of my
generation struggle to
understand why, if
someone is fit to play, you
would not play him. This is
a huge game, against huge
opponents, with the series
on the line. The idea of
resting and rotating fit
players is puzzling to me:
they have bowled a lot of
overs, but there is a game
to win. The big question is
the captain because
England cannot afford for
Stokes to go bust. So their
three seamers have to be
bankers who can be relied
on to bowl a lot of overs.At
Old Trafford, the lack of
penetration from Jofra
Archer and Brydon Carse,
particularly when the ball
was hard and there was a
bit of uneven bounce, was
surprising. Liam Dawson
was tidy, but I thought he
would create a few more
problems.Beyond Stokes
and Root, the two to
emerge with credit were
Ben Duckett and Zak
Crawley. India never
recovered from the way the
openers took the attack to
them. They are a pair who
live by the sword and die
by the sword, but we saw
how hard it was to bowl to
them and how even very
good teams struggle to stop
them scoring once they slip
into gear. People are very
quick to leap upon their
failures, but we should also
savour their successes.

from a weak defensive
header. Midfielders
Lethaolen Khongsai and
P. Christopher Kamei
dictated the tempo for
the Army side, who
looked sharper and more
physical in the midfield
battle. However,
Jamshedpur FC’s
goalkeeper Amrit Gope
stood firm, making key
saves including a
fingertip stop to deny
Army captain B. Sunil on
the stroke of half-time,
ensuring the teams went
into the break
goalless.Jamil responded
by bringing on V.P.
Suhair and Nikhil Barla at
the start of the second
half to add more
attacking intent. The
move paid off quickly. In
the 52nd minute, a long
throw-in led to Karthik
Choudhary heading the
ball into the box, where
Sanan Mohammed
showed great
composure to chest it
down and slot it past

starting XI in a 4-3-3 formation,
with former Jamshedpur player
Samir Murmu leading the attack
alongside Rahul Ramakrishnan,
Liton Shil, and Shubham
Rana.The first half saw Indian
Army dominate proceedings,
controlling possession and
creating multiple scoring
opportunities. Samir Murmu
came close to breaking the
deadlock early on but narrowly
missed the target twice, once
from a tight angle and another

and placing them firmly at
the top of the table, edging
closer to a spot in the
knockout rounds.
Jamshedpur FC head coach
Khalid Jamil made two
changes to the starting
lineup, introducing Karthik
Choudhary and Sourav Das
in place of Sarthak Goloui
and Lalhriatpuia
Chawngthu. Indian Army FT
coach Manish Wahi, on the
other hand, fielded a strong

New Delhi, July 30 : A
second-half goal from
Sanan Mohammed secured
a narrow 1-0 win for
Jamshedpur FC over Indian
Army FT in their Group C
encounter at the 134th
IndianOil Durand Cup,
played at the JRD Tata
Sports Complex. This marks
Jamshedpur’s second
successive win in the group
stage, taking them to six
points from two matches

also the team's best opener.
However, the physio team is
trying their best to get him
fit before the second test.
We hope he will be fit
soon."Santner did excellent
work with the T20I squad in
the last series. Both formats
are certainly different, but he
has respect in the team.
That's why I have
confidence in him that he will
do well."Mitchell Santner
(Captain), Tom Blundell,
Devon Conway, Jacob
Duffy, Matt Fisher, Matt
Henry, Daryl Mitchell, Henry
Nicholls, Will O'Rourke, Ajaz
Patel, Michael Bracewell,
Rachin Ravindra, Nathan
Smith, Will Young.

series.Before the Test series
began, Santner led New
Zealand to victory in the tri-
series as T20I captain.
Under his captaincy, the
team defeated South Africa
by a close margin of 3 runs
in the final. They also won
all 4 matches in the league
stage. The team became
champions while remaining
undefeated.Santner has 74
wickets and 1066 runs in 30
Tests. He played a major role
in defeating India 3-0 in the
Test series last year.New
Zealand test team head
coach Rob Walter said,
"Having an injured captain
is not good for any team.
Especially when they are

New Delhi, July 30 :
Mitchell Santner will captain
New Zealand for the Test
series against Zimbabwe.
Tom Latham will miss the first
match due to injury, so the
board has handed captaincy
to Santner in his place. The
first Test of the series
between the two teams will
be played in Bulawayo from
July 30.Santner will be New
Zealand's 32nd Test captain.
Tom Latham injured his
shoulder while playing a
domestic T20 tournament in
England. After which he
was deemed unfit for the
first Test. If he recovers
quickly, he could play the
second Test of the

Mitchell Santner to captain New
Zealand in Tests against Zimbabwe

Bangladesh cricketer
Taskin Ahmed

accused of assault
New Delhi, July 30 : Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
will organise a workshop for its national players. The
aim is to explain to players what they should and should
not do.Recently, there has been controversy regarding
fast bowler Taskin Ahmed. He has been accused of
assault and making threats. A person named Sifatur
Rahman Saurav filed a case against him at Mirpur Model
Police Station.According to police, the incident occurred
on Sunday (July 27) night near Sony Cinema Hall, where
Taskin allegedly called Sifatur and punched him and
threatened him. Police are now investigating the matter.
When Cricbuzz contacted Taskin, he said these
allegations are all false and fabricated.On Taskin's case,
BCB Media Committee Chairman Iftekhar Ahmed said,
the board will not take any action until Taskin is proven
guilty. The matter is now in police hands. Something will
be decided only after investigation.Iftekhar said that we
will conduct a workshop in August to remind players
that they are not just players but also role models. Millions
of youth follow them, so they should act responsibly.

bat at No. 3. If dropped,
Abhimanyu Easwaran, Karun
Nair, or Jagadeesan could fill
that spot, with Washington
Sundar as another option.This
decision depends on the Oval
pitch. Shardul has scored 46 runs
and taken 2 wickets in 27 overs
this series. Kuldeep hasn’t played
yet, but if the pitch is flat, he could
feature in the XI.Arshdeep Singh
is likely to debut, having
recovered from his finger injury
and bowled in practice on
Tuesday. With Anshul Kamboj
underperforming in the last
Test, Arshdeep might get his
big opportunity.

and workload management.
BCCI's medical team
advised him to skip the 5th
Test as a precautionary
measure.Arshdeep Singh is
likely to make his Test
debut, replacing the Indian
spearhead. Earlier, Chief
Selector Ajit Agarkar had
said Bumrah would play
only three Tests.Rishabh
Pant is ruled out due to injury,
and N Jagadeesan has been
added as his replacement.
However, Dhruv Jurel
remains the first-choice
wicketkeeper, as the
management is unlikely to
risk a new player in this
critical match.Sai Sudharsan,
who debuted in Leeds, has
scored only 91 runs at an
average of 22.75, including a
single fifty in four innings
and two ducks. His 61 in
Manchester’s first innings
was notable, but he failed in
the second. If retained, he’ll

New Delhi, July 30 : The
A n d e r s o n - Te n d u l k a r
Trophy 2025 between India
and England is set for a
thrilling finish as the final
match begins on July 31 at
The Oval. With the series
hanging in the balance, all
eyes are on this decisive
contest.Currently, England
holds a 2-1 lead in the five-
match series, giving them
the upper hand. A win here
will secure the series for the
hosts, while India will be
desperate for victory to level
it 2-2 and avoid a series
defeat.As the excitement
builds, fans are eager to
know which players will
make it to India’s playing XI
for this all-important clash.
Here’s a look at the likely
lineup, analysed through
five key questions.Jasprit
Bumrah is unfortunately set
to miss the Oval decider
game due to injury concerns

Arshdeep Singh likely to
make Test debut at the Oval

KKR part ways with
IPL-winning coach

Chandrakant Pandit
New Delhi, July 30 :Three-time Indian Premier League (IPL)
champions Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) have parted ways
with their head coach Chandrakant Pandit. The news was

confirmed through a
social media post shared
on the official handle of
the franchise.Pandit, an
influential figure in the
Indian domestic circuit,
enjoyed a three-year stint
with the Shah Rukh Khan
co-owned franchise while
also taking them to the
title in 2024, a season in
which current India head
coach Gautam Gambhir

served as their mentor."Mr. Chandrakant Pandit has decided to
explore new opportunities and will not continue as Head Coach
of Kolkata Knight Riders," the post read."We are thankful for
his invaluable contributions, including leading KKR to the
TATA IPL Championship in 2024 and helping build a strong,
resilient squad. His leadership and discipline have left a lasting
impact on the team," the post added."We wish him all the very
best for the future."Kolkata had a poor campaign in IPL 2025,
finishing at eighth place in the ten-team table. The Ajinkya
Rahane-led team managed to secure just 5 wins from 14 matches,
consequently failing to secure a place in the Playoffs.Several
media reports were speculating Pandit's future ever since the
conclusion of the eighteenth season of the tournament.
However, KKR's confirmation has brought an end to all the
rumours.While it is clear that the management would have to
name a new coach before IPL 2026, they have not yet
announced a replacement.Pandit was appointed as the coach
of KKR in IPL, succeeding Brendon McCullum, who left the
job after taking up a role with the England Test team. His stint
with Kolkata marked his first-ever role with an IPL team,
becoming the team's maiden Indian head coach.Apart from
Gambhir, Pandit had Bharat Arun as the bowling and Abhishek
Nayar as the assistant coach as part of his support staff.
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The Eastern
Himalayasare more
than just breathtak-

ing expanses of moun-
tains, rivers, and dense for-
ests, but an ecologically
rich region that is also a
major global biodiversity
hotspot. However, beyond
its natural wealth lies a
largely untapped and often
overlooked asset - its hu-
man capital. In the evolv-
ing conversation about
sustainability and climate
resilience, the people of the
Eastern Himalayas are cru-
cial. They are not merely
passive occupants of a
fragile environment; they
are active stewards of their
land, traditions and eco-
systems. Commu-
nities in the area
are demonstrating
how sustainable
development can and
should be inclusive, equi-
table and firmly anchored
in the local culture and
knowledge through initia-
tives ranging from habitat
restoration to grassroots
innovation in forest con-
servation and community-
based tourism.

What is Human Capi-
tal ?

Human capital refers to
the collective skills, knowl-
edge, and cultural assets
ingrained in individuals
that translate into their pro-
ductivity and potential. In
the Eastern Himalayas, it
extends beyond formal
education to include deep-
rooted ecological wisdom,
adaptive resilience, herbal
medicine, forest conserva-
tion, socio-ecological har-
mony and community-led
innovation that are vital for
sustainable and inclusive
development.

Tapping into Human
Capital

For decades, discourse
on the Eastern Himalayas
has predominantly fo-
cused on biodiversity con-
servation and geopolitics.
However, the region's
greatest asset remains its
people - the indigenous
communities who have co-
existed alongside nature for
centuries.The human re-
source potential here lies
not only in education and
employment but also in le-
veraging local knowledge
systems for sustainable
development. As long as
development strategies are
inclusive, culturally sensi-
tive, and ecosystem-
based, the region is poised
for transformation, with
high literacy rates in states

Unlocking Human Potential
in the Eastern Himalayas: A
Sustainable Path to Growth

ney with just ?5,000 through
the Nikivipu SHG under
NSRLM in 2019. What
started as a small food pro-
cessing initiative has grown
into her own brand, Natural
Flavors®, offering herbal
teas and powders made from
locally sourced ingredients.
Today, her enterprise earns

nearly ?3 lakhs annu-
ally and employs other
SHG women. As a
trained SHG enterprise

promoter, she also mentors
fellow women entrepre-
neurs. Recognised as the
"Most Enterprising SHG
Woman" in 2025, Khetoli's
story reflects the transfor-
mative power of rural entre-
preneurship and women-led
community development.

In Kangchup, Manipur,
climate activist Seineng
Singsit has transformed
over 7 hectares of degraded
land into a thriving
agroforestry hub with fruit
trees, bamboo, ginger, and
turmeric. Her efforts have
not only restored
biodiversity but also cre-
ated sustainable livelihoods
for her community.By blend-
ing ecological restoration
with traditional farming,
Seineng is helping her vil-
lage adapt to climate change
while strengthening food
security. Her work earned
her the Food for the Future
Award at the Balipara Foun-
dation Awards 2023, recog-
nizing her as a powerful force
for grassroots resilience and
regeneration in the Eastern
Himalayas.

Towards a Green Hu-
man Resource Strategy

To unlock the region's
full potential, there is a press-
ing need for a green human
resource strategy that builds
capacity around ecological
stewardship. This includes
investing in nature-based
livelihoods like organic farm-
ing, eco-tourism, and forest-
based enterprises. Localized
education must be
reimagined to include envi-
ronmental knowledge, tra-
ditional ecological prac-
tices, and climate science,
empowering the next gen-
eration of eco-conscious
leaders. Public-private
partnerships can play a
crucial role in scaling suc-
cessful community-led
models, while digital inclu-
sion-through tools like re-
mote learning,
telemedicine, and e-com-
merce-can connect arti-
sans and farmers to
broader markets, enhancing
income and resilience. To-
gether, these approaches
create a holistic, people-first
pathway for conserving na-
ture while fostering sustain-
able development in the
Eastern Himalayas.

Conclusion
The Eastern Himalayas

are both a biodiversity
hotspot and a reservoir of
human potential, which of-
fers a blueprint for inclu-
sive ecological develop-
ment. Northeast India has
the potential to become a
global leader in sustainable
mountain development by
empowering local commu-
nities, rehabilitating eco-
systems, and appreciating
forests for the life they
support, as well as their
carbon value.

like Mizoram and Tripura
and a growing youth popu-
lation eager to engage in the
green economy.

Linking Ecosystems
and Employment

Uncontrolled develop-
ment is frequently the cause
of environmental problems
in the Eastern Himalayas, in-

cluding landslides, defores-
tation, and biodiversity loss.
As a result, habitat restora-
tion and ecosystem health
must be connected to the
region's human resource de-
velopment. Agroecologists,
forest guides, biodiversity
monitors, and clean energy
technicians are a few of the
many green jobs
thatsupport nature-positive
employment opportunities.
Government schemes in the
Eastern Himalayas are in-
creasingly aligning devel-
opment goals with environ-
mental sustainability, recog-
nizing that thriving commu-
nities and healthy ecosys-
tems go hand in hand. Ini-
tiatives like Mission LiFE
(Lifestyle for Environment)
promote eco-friendly habits
at the individual and com-
munity levels, resonating
with the region's traditional
sustainable practices. The
Green India Mission, a part
of the National Action Plan
on Climate Change, works
to expand forest cover and
restore degraded lands. In
states like Arunachal
Pradesh and Sikkim, this
mission is supporting com-
munity forestry initiatives
that not only revive habitats
but also generate green
jobs. Meanwhile, the North
East Special Infrastructure
Development Scheme
(NESIDS) is enhancing in-
frastructure in tribal and re-
mote areas by funding eco-
tourism, training centres,
and agro-industrial units,
directly contributing to hu-
man capacity building. The
Skill India Mission, with its
regional focus, is equipping
the youth with vocational
skills in sectors like renew-
able energy, handicrafts,
eco-tourism, and agricul-
ture-sectors deeply tied to
sustainable development.

Community Empower-
ment and Grassroots Inno-
vation

Community engage-
ment should be the top pri-
ority of any successful de-
velopment model in the
Eastern Himalayas. Tribal
councils, youth collectives
and women's self-help
groups (SHGs) have a sig-
nificant impact on sustain-
able practices and local gov-
ernance. These are cata-
lysts for climate action,
biodiversity conservation
and participatory gover-
nance. For example, in
Nagaland, community-con-
served areas (CCAs) pre-
serve forests while sustain-
ing livelihoods. The Apatani
tribe in Arunachal Pradesh
provides a sustainable model
for managing agro-ecosys-
tems by combining wet rice
cultivation with fish farming.
Stories of Transformation

Khetoli Awomi from
Aichisaghemi Village,
Nagaland, began her jour-

 ! Trecy  Gomes

edly did it the hard way, but I
think you can see how much
we care about playing for En-
gland and how much we love
it.“I don’t know, 2022 was a

fairytale but this feels really
hard-earned. We’re very
proud of ourselves and we
hope you are, too.”The Li-
onesses lost their first
match of the campaign,
against France, but de-

Williamson sets sights on more glory after England
parade: ‘This story is not done yet’

back tears,” she said. “I’ve been
crying all the way down the Mall.
This is unbelievable. Thank you
for coming out.“My message is,
everything we do, obviously we
do it for us and our
team, but we do it for
the country, and we
do it for young girls.
This job never ex-
isted 30, 40 years
ago and we’re mak-
ing history every
single step. Thank
you so much for be-
ing with us. Stay
with us, this story is
not done
yet.”Williamson,
who also led England to glory
at home in 2022, was asked how
this victory felt different to their
first piece of silverware three
years ago. The defender said:
“There are lots of ways to win a
football match and we repeat-

London, July 30 : Leah
Williamson promised En-
gland supporters the “story
is not done yet” as 65,000
fans packed on to the Mall
to celebrate the Lionesses’
successful defence of their
European crown.The cap-
tain and her teammates par-
tied with stars including the
soul singer Heather Small
and Burna Boy – who
danced on stage with the
head coach, Sarina Wiegman
– two days after they de-
feated Spain in Basel to be-
come the first senior England
football team to win a major
trophy on foreign soil.After
an open-top bus parade
down the Mall, Williamson
was visibly moved by the
sheer size of the crowd in at-
tendance outside
Buckingham Palace. “I’m in
the trenches, I’m holding

can’t do. If you’ve got a
dream and you really be-
lieve it, just go out and do it.
I got told many times that
I’m not good enough, that I
shouldn’t be playing foot-
ball from the start, so just
keep doing it and, if it makes
you happy, go follow that
smile.”The award for young
player of the tournament
was given to Michelle
Agyemang, the 19-year-old
striker who scored two cru-
cial equalisers for England
in the quarter- and semi-fi-
nals. Given a rapturous re-
ception by the central Lon-
don crowds, the Arsenal
player said: “I’m so grateful
to be here. It’s still surreal.
It doesn’t even seem real
seeing people down there,
it seems fake! It’s crazy to
see what we’ve done and
be here today.”

Charles when – in his con-
gratulatory message on
Sunday – asked the team
to “bring home the World
Cup in 2027 if you possi-
bly can”.In the meantime,
the team’s celebrations will
continue. Among the
other star performers of
their run to glory in Swit-
zerland was Hannah Hamp-
ton, playing in a tournament
as the No 1 goalkeeper for
the first time. She saved
two penalties in the final
and told the presenter Alex
Scott on stage on Tuesday:
“They [her teammates] got
me through the whole tour-
nament, when it didn’t start
off the way I wanted [it] to
and they just kept me
going.“To be standing here
with this group of girls is
amazing. Don’t let people
tell you what you can and

feated the Netherlands, Wales,
Sweden and Italy on their route
to the final on Sunday against
Spain, which was won 3-1 in a
penalty shootout.Williamson

said: “The first
game maybe
rocked us a
little bit, but
they’re just
special people
and we love
each other,
and we’ve got
each other’s
backs. We
had tough
moments and
nasty things

to deal with and still we
rise.”The team’s next challenge
will be to win a first Women’s
World Cup, when that event is
staged in Brazil in the summer
of 2027, a gauntlet that was
thrown down to them by King

huge.”Just what it meant
for the European champi-
ons was clear as they re-
quested more songs after
the end of the homecom-
ing event.During the
slightly unhinged, but en-
tirely jubilant show – at
one point Chloe Kelly
caused an instant head-
ache for live broadcasters
by yelling “It’s so fucking
special!” – the usually
uber-controlled England
manager, Sarina Wiegman,
danced with her favourite
singer Burna Boy, who
joined the squad on stage
to sing For My
Hand.Asked what she
thought of fans singing
Tequila by the Champs,
with her name replacing
Mexico’s most-famous ex-
port, the Lionesses head
coach gave a wry
smile.“Very innovative and
funny, the English,” she
said. “It’s in my head all the
time now so thank
you.”Asked how the vic-
tory was different than in
2022, she said: “We kept
having hope. It starts with
talent, the bonding in this
team made the absolute
difference. Everybody was
ready to support each
other.”Looking out across
the vast swathes of fans,
England’s talisman Lucy
Bronze said the response
to the victory had been
amazing.“This moment is
unbelievable,” she said,
wearing her trademark ski-
ing sunglasses and an En-
gland scarf wrapped
around her head. “Obvi-
ously we did it three years
ago but to come back to this
is incredible.”Asked how the
party was after the final –
which the England defender
had played, she later re-
vealed, with a fractured left
tibia – she deadpanned: “I
don’t remember.”With the
show over and the final
dances done, the fans
started to leave past
Buckingham Palace, the
strains of Sweet Caroline
and Daft Punk’s One More
Time – played as the team
raised their trophy in a
shower of ticker tape and
red and white pyrotech-
nics – still ringing in their
ears.“It has made me want
to play a lot more,” said
nine-year-old Eva Mum-
mery, who had travelled
from Gloucestershire with
her friends from the
Gotherington Jaguars
under-11s. “I want to get
up to a higher level of
football to hopefully
bring home that trophy
one day with all my amaz-
ing teammates.”

cheers and more than a few
tears.“Lionesses hear the roar,”
said the sign of one little girl.
They could not fail to.From the
top of the “champions”-
branded open-top bus they
danced, waved and appeared
to be having the time of their
lives, before taking to the stage
in front of the Queen Victoria
Memorial outside Buckingham
Palace.“I’ve been crying all the
way down the Mall,” said the
team captain, Leah Williamson,
when handed a microphone by
the former England player
turned broadcaster Alex Scott.
“This is unbelievable.”
Williamson acknowledged that
the team’s second major tour-
nament trophy had been won
“the hard way” – with last-
minute equalisers, three con-
secutive spells of extra time and
a series of nail-biting penalty
shootouts. “Everything we do,
obviously we do it for the team,
but we do it for you, we do it
for the country, we do it for
young girls,” she said. “Thank
you so much for being with us.
Stay with us. This story is not
done yet.”Listening to the team
bask in accolades with a broad
grin on her face was 49-year-
old Beth Magee. She said she
had scaled a wall separating
VIPs from the crowds below,
aided by her three teenage
daughters Ella, Martha and
Rosie.“I’ve never broken a rule
in my life, but I made an excep-
tion to see this today,” she said.
“When the police tried to move
us I said to my daughters: ‘I’ll
speak to them, girls, but we
won’t be moving.’”Pointing to
the team on stage, she added:
“These women are such in-
credible role models – they are
strong, healthy and smart and
we are so proud of them.”The
Lionesses have been vocal
about their desire to inspire
the next generation of players,
and the influence of their first
Euros victory in 2022 was ev-
erywhere during the victory
parade. In the season follow-
ing that trophy, 1,500 new
teams were registered in En-
gland, with the number of girls
and women playing the game
increasing by more than
50%.Among them was 55-
year-old Vivienne Avery. “I lit-
erally started the week after
they won,” she said. “I saw a
course and I thought it’s now
or never. This team really have
inspired all ages.”Her daugh-
ter Ruby Davies, 20, said that
when she was in her early teens
in Southfields, south-west Lon-
don, she had struggled to find a
local girls’ team.“But now there
are teams everywhere,” she
said. “And winning twice –
something that an England team
has never done before – just
means it’s in everyone’s faces
now. The impact will be

by the Champs, with her
name replacing Mexico’s
most-famous export, the Li-
onesses head coach gave a
wry smile.“Very innovative
and funny, the English,” she
said. “It’s in my head all the
time now so thank
you.”Asked how the vic-
tory was different than in
2022, she said: “We kept
having hope. It starts with
talent, the bonding in this
team made the absolute dif-
ference. Everybody was
ready to support each
other.”Looking out across
the vast swathes of fans,
England’s talisman Lucy
Bronze said the response to
the victory had been
amazing.“This moment is
unbelievable,” she said,
wearing her trademark ski-
ing sunglasses and an En-
gland scarf wrapped around
her head. “Obviously we
did it three years ago but to
come back to this is
incredible.”Asked how the
party was after the final –
which the England defender
had played, she later re-
vealed, with a fractured left
tibia – she deadpanned: “I
don’t remember.”With the
show over and the final
dances done, the fans
started to leave past
Buckingham Palace, the
strains of Sweet Caroline
and Daft Punk’s One More
Time – played as the team
raised their trophy in a
shower of ticker tape and
red and white pyrotechnics
– still ringing in their
ears.They came in their tens
of thousands, a sea of red
and white pouring through
Green Park to the Mall. Teen-
age boys with England flags
painted on their faces, little
girls in their Saturday morn-
ing club kits, veteran fans
of the women’s game, new
fans who just wanted to
savour the moment.A total
of 65,000 jubilant England
fans lined the Mall in cen-
tral London on Tuesday to
welcome home the victori-
ous Lionesses after their
Euro 2025 victory on
Sunday.“I just wanted to
be part of history,” said
Joanne Rumsby, 58, an
England flag over her
shoulders and a red and
white flower garland
wrapped around her head.
“I saw them win at
Wembley three years ago,
but to see them win again
was everything. It was ela-
tion, it was pride – it was
just wonderful.”The En-
gland squad, who returned
from Switzerland on Mon-
day after their second suc-
cessive Euros victory,
were greeted by chants,

story is not done yet.”Listening
to the team bask in accolades
with a broad grin on her face
was 49-year-old Beth Magee.
She said she had scaled a wall
separating VIPs from the
crowds below, aided by her
three teenage daughters Ella,
Martha and Rosie.“I’ve never

broken a rule in my life, but I
made an exception to see this
today,” she said. “When the
police tried to move us I said to
my daughters: ‘I’ll speak to
them, girls, but we won’t be
moving.’”Pointing to the team
on stage, she added: “These
women are such incredible role
models – they are strong,
healthy and smart and we are
so proud of them.”The Lion-
esses have been vocal about
their desire to inspire the next
generation of players, and the
influence of their first Euros vic-
tory in 2022 was everywhere
during the victory parade. In
the season following that tro-
phy, 1,500 new teams were reg-
istered in England, with the
number of girls and women
playing the game increasing by
more than 50%.mong them was
55-year-old Vivienne Avery. “I
literally started the week after
they won,” she said. “I saw a
course and I thought it’s now
or never. This team really have
inspired all ages.”Her daugh-
ter Ruby Davies, 20, said that
when she was in her early teens
in Southfields, south-west Lon-
don, she had struggled to find
a local girls’ team.“But now
there are teams everywhere,”
she said. “And winning twice
– something that an England
team has never done before –
just means it’s in everyone’s
faces now. The impact will be
huge.”Just what it meant for the
European champions was clear
as they requested more songs
after the end of the homecom-
ing event.During the slightly
unhinged, but entirely jubilant
show – at one point Chloe Kelly
caused an instant headache for
live broadcasters by yelling “It’s
so fucking special!” – the usu-
ally uber-controlled England
manager, Sarina Wiegman,
danced with her favourite
singer Burna Boy, who joined
the squad on stage to sing For
My Hand.Asked what she
thought of fans singing Tequila

London, July 30 : They came
in their tens of thousands, a
sea of red and white pouring
through Green Park to the
Mall. Teenage boys with En-
gland flags painted on their
faces, little girls in their Sat-
urday morning club kits, vet-
eran fans of the women’s

game, new fans who just
wanted to savour the
moment.A total of 65,000 ju-
bilant England fans lined the
Mall in central London on
Tuesday to welcome home
the victorious Lionesses af-
ter their Euro 2025 victory on
Sunday.“I just wanted to be
part of history,” said Joanne
Rumsby, 58, an England flag
over her shoulders and a red
and white flower garland
wrapped around her head. “I
saw them win at Wembley
three years ago, but to see
them win again was every-
thing. It was elation, it was
pride – it was just
wonderful.”The England
squad, who returned from
Switzerland on Monday af-
ter their second successive
Euros victory, were greeted
by chants, cheers and more
than a few tears.“Lionesses
hear the roar,” said the sign
of one little girl. They could
not fail to.From the top of the
“champions”-branded open-
top bus they danced, waved
and appeared to be having
the time of their lives, before
taking to the stage in front of
the Queen Victoria Memorial
outside Buckingham
Palace.“I’ve been crying all
the way down the Mall,”
said the team captain, Leah
Williamson, when handed a
microphone by the former En-
gland player turned broad-
caster Alex Scott. “This is
unbelievable.”Williamson ac-
knowledged that the team’s
second major tournament tro-
phy had been won “the hard
way” – with last-minute
equalisers, three consecutive
spells of extra time and a se-
ries of nail-biting penalty
shootouts.“Everything we
do, obviously we do it for the
team, but we do it for you, we
do it for the country, we do it
for young girls,” she said.
“Thank you so much for be-
ing with us. Stay with us. This

‘Lionesses hear the roar’: 65,000 England
fans celebrate Euros win in London


