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Student Dies
Electrocuted

Landslide
Kills Two

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 25 :

Border Dispute
Escalates
Assam Rising

Guwahati, June 25 :

A 14-year-old Class 8
student, Goumchar Narzary
of Ashrabari village in
Assam’s Chirang district,
tragically died of
electrocution while cutting
bamboo near his home. The
incident occurred after a
bamboo pole accidentally
came into contact with a
high-voltage electric line.
Goumchar had just returned
from his examination at
Adarsha Vidyalaya,
Samthaibari when the
mishap took place. Family
members rushed him to JBS
Civil Hospital in Kajalgaon,
where doctors declared him
brought dead. The sudden
death of the young boy has
plunged the local
community into deep
sorrow, with neighbours and
classmates mourning the
loss. Local authorities are
being urged to raise
awareness about safety near
live electric lines. A case has
been registered and further
investigation is underway.

Two individuals are feared
dead following a massive
landslide triggered by heavy
rainfall in Arunachal
Pradesh’s Bichom District,
between Lada and Sachung
villages. The landslide buried
a family’s residence, trapping
members under debris. One
young boy was successfully
rescued, but Dorjee Kojo of
Kojo village remains missing
and is presumed buried.
Rescue efforts by locals and
authorities are ongoing
despite adverse weather and
tough terrain. The victim’s
family has pleaded for
sustained support from the
administration. This incident
highlights growing climate
vulnerabilities in the hilly
region, where landslides are
becoming more frequent
during monsoon months.
Officials urge residents to
remain cautious and avoid
landslide-prone areas.
Emergency response teams
are continuing search
operations, while temporary
shelters are being arranged for
nearby villagers.

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 25 :

Tension flared at the Assam-
Meghalaya border on
Wednesday after over 400
protestors from Meghalaya
uprooted saplings and
dismantled temporary
structures during a
plantation drive by Assam's
Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council (KAAC) in
Lapangap village. The hill
where the drive took place
is claimed by both Assam’s
Karbi Anglong and
Meghalaya’s West Jaintia
Hills, making it a long-
disputed area. Members of
the Khasi Students’ Union
(KSU) alleged Assam’s
encroachment. Assam Police
reportedly fired tear gas to
control the mob. Meghalaya
officials criticized Assam for
not notifying about the
activity. A peace meeting
originally scheduled was
postponed after Assam
officials didn’t arrive. Both
state governments are now
preparing for village-level
dialogue to maintain calm.
Lapangap remains one of six
unresolved sectors in the
interstate border dispute.

With the aim of
commemorating the dark
chapter of the Emergency
period in India, Chief
Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma today took
part in a Mock Parliament
event organised by the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha and BJP Mahila
Morcha at the Bhogeswari
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It is imperative for the new
generation to commemorate the

Emergency every year: CM

CM Dr. Sarma takes part in Mock Parliament

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 25 :

democratic mentality of the
Congress and just "one
person", a reference to then
prime minister Indira
Gandhi.The Indira Gandhi
government imposed the
Emergency on June 25, 1975.
The Modi government
observes this day as
'Samvidhan Hatya
D i w a s ' .  " E m e rg e n c y,
imposed 50 years ago, by a
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‘‘Aim was to preserve
dynastic rule’’: Amit Shah

on Emergency
The Emergency, imposed 50
years ago, by a despotic
ruler, whose sole aim was to
preserve her dynastic rule,
was one of the darkest
chapters in India's history,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Wednesday.
Mr. Shah said the
Emergency was not a
national necessity but a
reflection of the anti-

times higher than the Rs 298
crore uncovered in 2022–23.
However, the most
substantial recovery in a
single year came in 2020–
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Rs 5,000 Crore undisclosed income
unearthed in Assam and NE

major spike in black money
detection occurred in the
fiscal year 2023–24, with the
department’s investigation
wing detecting Rs 1,049
crore in unaccounted
income — more than three

money across Assam and
other Northeastern states
over the past eight years,
exposing the widespread
presence of shadow
economies and systemic tax
evasion in the region.A

The Income Tax Department
has uncovered nearly Rs
5,000 crore worth of
unaccounted or "black"
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Guwahati, June 25 :

Assam Govt empowers
District Officers to strengthen
fight against child marriage

In a major development
since the COVID-19
pandemic, the Indian
Railways has announced a
revision in passenger train
fares, set to take effect from
July 1, 2025. This is the first
fare hike in several years,
aimed at offsetting rising
operational costs and

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 25 :

District Child Protection
Officers (DCPOs) as Child
Marriage Prohibition
Officers (CMPOs) across
the state. This strategic
move is aimed at reinforcing
legal enforcement and

enhancing ground-level
action against the practice
of underage marriage.The
decision, issued through a
fresh notification, builds
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In a major policy initiative
to combat child marriage,
the Assam Government has
formally designated all

Indian Railways announces fare hike and
Aadhaar based tatkal reforms from July 1

 New Delhi, June 25 : inflationary pressures.
According to official
sources, the hike will vary
across travel classes and
routes but will exclude
suburban train services and
ordinary second-class
travel up to 500 km, offering
relief to daily commuters
and budget travelers.
Revised Fare Structure:No
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In a major success against
the illegal wildlife trade,
the police in West
Bengal’s Murshidabad
district rescued four
endangered Golden
Langurs from suspected
animal traffickers

Smuggling of Assam’s endangered Golden
Langurs busted in West Bengal, 6 arrested

the Berhampore sub-
division. Upon inspection,
they discovered four
Golden Langurs
(Trachypithecus geei)—a
rare primate species listed
as endangered under the
Indian Wildlife Protection
A c t – b e i n g  i l l e g a l l y
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operating in the Beldanga
area. The operation,
conducted on Saturday, led
to the arrest of six
individuals and the seizure
of two vehicles used in
transporting the protected
species.Based on a tip-off,
police intercepted two
suspicious vehicles near
Bhabta railway gate under

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 25 :

to build and replenish
stocks after Operation
Sindoor,  the Army has
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Army inks deals worth
Rs 295 crore for spy drones
& loitering munitions from

desi private firms

Under emergency
procurement powers
granted to the armed forces

 New Delhi, June 25 :

Sivasagar district, residents
continue to grapple with
fear, health risks, and
uncertainty. Despite
improving weather on
Wednesday morning, the

Capping operations progress
amid public anger and

lingering fear in Sivasagar

Day 14 of ONGC Gas Leak

Two weeks after a major gas
leak from an ONGC well in
Bhatiapar village of

situation on the ground
remains tense as engineers
race against time to bring the
leak under control. In a

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 25 :

shockwaves through the
region on the evening of
June 24, injuring three
Assam Police personnel
and prompting an urgent
security crackdown.As per

Grenade attack on CRPF
Camp in Bokakhat injures three

personnel; Two detained

A suspected grenade attack
at a CRPF camp in Sapjuri
Panbari, Bokakhat, sent

preliminary investigations,
the explosive was allegedly
thrown from a moving
motorcycle, pointing to a

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

Assam Rising
Guwahati, June 25 :

Chief Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma today visited
the under-construction site
of the trumpet interchange,
a part being developed with
the bridge connecting
Guwahati and North
G u w a h a t i  o v e r  t h e
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Work of the Guwahati-North
Guwahati bridge to be over by

December-January: CM
Assam Rising

Guwahati, June 25 :

unyielding approach
towards removing illegal
encroachments, declaring a
fresh wave of eviction
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CM vows aggressive
land reclamation, warns
of upcoming evictions
Eviction Drives to Intensify across

Assam in coming weeks
Assam Rising

Guwahati, June 25 :

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has
reaffirmed his government's

reportedly been killed by
the Tehreek-i-Taliban-e-
Pakistan, sources told
Wednesday.The TTP is an
armed Islamist group
o p e r a t i n g  a l o n g  t h e
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Pak soldier who
captured India's fighter

ace, Abhinandan
Varthaman, killed

 New Delhi, June 25 :

The Pakistani special forces
officer who claimed the
capture of Indian fighter
pilot Abhinandan
Varthaman during the 2019
Balakot airstrike has

Iran's Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmail Baghaei
confirmed Wednesday the
country's nuclear facilities
had been "badly damaged"
in American strikes over the
weekend.Speaking to Al
Jazeera, Baghaei refused to
go into detail but conceded
the Sunday strikes by
American B-2 bombers
using bunker buster bombs

Days after US strikes, Iran confirms
Nuclear facilities "badly damaged"

had been significant."Our
nuclear installations have
been badly damaged, that's
for sure," he
said.Meanwhile, the fragile
ceasefire between Israel and
Iran appeared to be holding
on Wednesday after a rocky
start, giving rise to cautious
hope that it could lead to a
long-term peace agreement
even as Tehran insists it will
not give up its nuclear

was going "very
well.""They're not going to
have a bomb and they're not
going to enrich," Trump
said about Iran.Iran has
insisted, however, that it
will not give up its nuclear
program and in a vote
underscoring the tough
path ahead, Iranian
parliament agreed to fast-track

CONTINUED TO PAGE 2

program.The ceasefire took
hold on Tuesday, the 12th
day of the war between
Israel and Iran, with each
side initially accusing the
other of violating it until the
missiles, drones and bombs
finally stopped.On
Wednesday, US President
Donald Trump, who helped
negotiate the ceasefire, told
reporters at a NATO summit
in the Netherlands that it

Tehran, June 25 :

 New Delhi, June 25 :
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It is imperative for the new generation
 Phukanani Indoor Stadium in Guwahati. Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Sarma
stated that it is imperative for the new generation of India to commemorate the
Emergency every year to ensure that such events are never repeated. He
emphasised that it is the responsibility of the youth to understand and reflect
upon the widespread atrocities committed during the 21 months of the
Emergency. Referring to the proclamation of Emergency on 25 June 1975
without cabinet approval, he remarked that it inflicted a severe blow to the
nation’s conscience. He further pointed out that the Supreme Court's judgement
during the Emergency allowed even the suspension of Article 21, which
guarantees the right to life and personal liberty, thereby enabling the
government to arrest and detain individuals without judicial oversight and
absolving the state of accountability even in cases of custodial deaths. The
Chief Minister highlighted that the Shah Commission Report and various
historical documents related to that period are now publicly accessible and
should be studied by the younger generation. He also stated that history
demonstrates how, in times of chaos and oppression, conscientious groups
and individuals have emerged in response. Citing the Navnirman Andolan in
Gujarat as a significant movement against Indira Gandhi’s regime, he said that
it eventually expanded into a nationwide movement under the leadership of
Jayaprakash Narayan. He further acknowledged leaders such as Morarji Desai,
Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Lal Krishna Advani, George Fernandes,
and Nanaji Deshmukh, who resisted the Emergency, endured imprisonment,
and ultimately compelled Indira Gandhi to withdraw the Emergency. Dr. Sarma
expressed hope that during this Mock Parliament, participants would reflect
on the fact that the Emergency lacked both legal and moral justification. He
also recalled that numerous individuals made significant sacrifices to end the
Emergency and restore democracy in the country, with leaders from the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the Jan Sangh playing a vital role in
countering Indira Gandhi’s authoritarianism. Referring to a leader from that era
who had sworn to protect the Constitution, the Chief Minister remarked that it
was the same individual’s family that subsequently imposed the Emergency.
He noted that, unlike other instances in history where perpetrators expressed
regret - such as the British over the Jallianwala Bagh massacre or U.S.
Presidents visiting Hiroshima to acknowledge the atomic bombings - the
Congress party has never issued an apology for the Emergency. He concluded
by stating that the party responsible should apologise to the nation for
undermining its democratic values and should pledge that such an event
would never be repeated in the future. Assam State President of the Bharatiya
Janata Party and MP Dilip Saikia, State President of the Bharatiya Janata
Yuva Morcha Rakesh Das, State President of the BJP Mahila Morcha
Swapna Bania, along with several party officials and other dignitaries,
also took part in the Mock Parliament.

Aim was to preserve dynastic
despotic ruler, whose sole aim was to preserve her dynastic rule, was one of
the darkest chapters in India's history," the home minister posted on
X.Emergency, imposed 50 years ago, by a despotic ruler, whose sole aim was
to preserve her dynastic rule, was one of the darkest chapters in India's
history.Mr. Shah, who was just 11 years old in 1975, said he was a 'Bal
Swayamsevak' of the RSS then and heard firsthand the excesses and injustices
during the dark days of the Emergency.He said the memories of that time,
though blurry, as he was very young then, the suppression, the torture, the
blatant assault on democratic values were still vivid in his memories."I take
immense pride in having been associated with a movement that stood up
against this tyranny, and with a leader who fearlessly raised his voice to
protect Bharat's democracy and its Constitution," he said.Paying tributes to
those who suffered after the imposition of Emergency by the Indira Gandhi
government, Mr. Shah said the day reminds everyone that when those in
power become dictatorial, the people have the power to overthrow them.The
home minister said the Emergency was the "Age of Injustice of Congress's
hunger for power"."This day tells us that when power becomes dictatorial,
the people have the power to overthrow it," he said in another post on 'X' in
Hindi."The Emergency was not a national necessity, but a reflection of the "anti-
democratic mentality" of the Congress and one person," the minister said.He said
freedom of the press was crushed, the hands of the judiciary were tied and social
workers were put in jail."The countrymen raised the slogan of 'sinhasan khali karo'
(vacate the throne) and uprooted the dictatorial Congress. A heartfelt tribute to all
the heroes who sacrificed their lives in this struggle," he said.Last year, Mr. Shah
had announced that the Modi government would observe June 25 as the
'Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas' to commemorate the "massive contributions" of those
who endured "inhuman pain" during the period.He had also said the observance
of 'Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas' will help keep the eternal flame of individual freedom
and the defence of democracy alive in every Indian, thus preventing "dictatorial
forces" like the Congress from "repeating those horrors".A gazette notification to
this effect noted that the Emergency was declared on June 25, 1975, following
which there was "gross abuse of power by the government of the day and people
of India were subjected to excesses and atrocities".

Assam Govt empowers District
upon an earlier order dated February 23, 2016 (No. SWD.96/2004/198) and
grants DCPOs the authority under Section 16 of the Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006. With this empowerment, DCPOs will now be
responsible for proactively identifying, preventing, and taking legal action
against cases of child marriage in their respective districts.As per the
notification, the appointed CMPOs will carry out duties detailed under Sub-
section 3 of Section 16 of the PCMA, which include:Preventing child marriages
before they occur,gathering evidence for prosecution, educating the public about
the legal and social implications of child marriage.In addition, these officers are
directed to operate in alignment with Section 3 of the Assam Prohibition of Child
Marriage Rules, 2015, as notified on November 2, 2015 (Notification No. SWD.96/
04/192).The directive also authorizes CMPOs to file FIRs either under the PCMA,
2006 or the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, as
amended in 2019, depending on the nature of the case.This expanded role is
expected to strengthen Assam’s existing child protection framework. Previously,
Gram Panchayat Secretaries in non-Sixth Schedule areas and Lat Mandals
(Patwaries) in Sixth Schedule districts such as Dima Hasao were assigned similar
responsibilities.The state government has emphasized the importance of
coordination among CMPOs and other stakeholders, including law enforcement,
social welfare departments, and grassroots organizations, to ensure a unified and
effective response to the issue of child marriage.This latest measure signals the
government’s continued commitment to safeguarding children's rights and creating
a secure, informed environment for youth across Assam.

Grenade attack on CRPF  Camp
well-planned and targeted strike on the security forces stationed at the camp. The
sudden blast caused panic among nearby residents and triggered an immediate
response from both Assam Police and CRPF personnel.The three injured officers
have been identified as:Siddhartha Borbora,Sushil Bhumij,Mintu Hazarika.All three
suffered serious injuries and were swiftly transported to the Bokakhat Civil Hospital,
where they are currently receiving medical care. Their condition is reported to be
stable, but further medical evaluations are ongoing.Following the attack, security
forces, led by the Sub-Divisional Police Officer (SDPO), launched a large-scale search
operation across Bokakhat and surrounding areas. A high alert has been declared in
the region, and checkpoints have been set up to monitor vehicle movement and track
down the culprits.Though no group has claimed responsibility for the attack so far,
officials are not ruling out any possibilities, including links to insurgent or extremist
elements. The motive behind the assault remains unclear, and a thorough investigation
is currently underway.Senior police officials have assured that no effort will be spared
in identifying and apprehending those behind the act. Forensic teams have also
reached the site to collect evidence that may aid in tracking the attackers.This incident
has raised concerns about security vulnerabilities in the region and may lead to
enhanced deployment and vigilance in sensitive zones across Assam.Authorities
have urged citizens to remain calm but vigilant, and to report any suspicious activity
as the investigation into the grenade blast continues.Speaking to the media, SP Rajen
Singh ruled out the involvement of extremist groups. Instead, he hinted at the possibility
that frustrated poachers or local criminals might have been behind the attack. He
cited the recent crackdown on wildlife and narcotics crime in the region as a possible
motive.Golaghat police have intensified their operations in recent months, arresting
over 50 poachers, conducting two encounter operations, and recovering several
arms, including AK-47 and AK-56 rifles. Their efforts have also thwarted more than 10
attempts at rhino poaching. In addition, the police have taken a strong stance against
drug networks in the district. Authorities believe this sustained pressure may have
provoked a retaliatory act from the underworld.Though the exact cause and
perpetrators behind the blast are yet to be confirmed, SP Singh stated that
investigations are progressing rapidly, and he is hopeful of a breakthrough
soon.Cabinet Minister Atul Bora also visited the injured personnel at the hospital
and assured them of the government's support. He reiterated the Assam government’s
zero-tolerance policy against terrorism and criminal activities under Chief Minister
Dr. Himanta Biswa Sarma’s leadership.Personnel on duty at the camp told the press
that had the explosion occurred under normal circumstances, it could have resulted
in heavy casualties. The blast not only injured Assam Police personnel but also
caused damage to nearby civilian homes, uprooting furniture and destroying
cooking items. Local residents, unaccustomed to such violence, have been left
shaken and are now living in fear and anxiety.

Days after US strikes, Iran confirms
a proposal that would effectively stop the country's cooperation with the International
Atomic Energy Agency, the Vienna-based UN watchdog that has been monitoring
the Iranian nuclear program for years.Ahead of the vote, Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf criticised the IAEA for having "refused to even pretend
to condemn the attack on Iran's nuclear facilities" that were carried out by the United
States on Sunday."For this reason, the Atomic Energy Organisation of Iran will
suspend cooperation with the IAEA until security of nuclear facilities is ensured, and
Iran's peaceful nuclear program will move forward at a faster pace," Qalibaf told .In
Vienna, IAEA Director General Rafael Mariano Grossi said he had already written to
Iran to discuss resuming inspections of their nuclear facilities.Among other things,
Iran claims to have moved its highly enriched uranium ahead of the American strikes
and Grossi said his inspectors needed to reassess the country's stockpiles.The
American strikes hit three Iranian nuclear sites, which Trump said had "completely
and fully obliterated" the country's nuclear program.From Tehran, Iran's Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Esmail Baghaei, confirmed that the strikes on Sunday by American B-2 bombers
using bunker-buster bombs had caused significant damage."Our nuclear installations have
been badly damaged, that's for sure," he told Al Jazeera on Wednesday, while refusing to go
into detail.Trump's special envoy to the Mideast, Steve Witkoff, said on Fox News late on
Tuesday that Israel and the US had now achieved their objective of "the total destruction of
the enrichment capacity" in Iran, and Iran's prerequisite for talks - that Israel end its campaign
- had also been fulfilled."The proof is in the pudding," he said. "No one's shooting at each
other. It's over."At the NATO summit, when asked about a US intelligence report that found
Iran's nuclear program has been set back only a few months, Trump scoffed and said it
would at least take "years" to rebuild.Israeli military spokesman Brig. Gen. Effie Defrin said
Wednesday his country's assessment was also that Iran's nuclear facilities had been
"significantly damaged" and its nuclear program "set it back by years."Grossi said he could
not speculate on how bad the damage was but that Iran's nuclear capabilities were well
known."The technical knowledge is there, and the industrial capacity is there," he said.
"That no one can deny, so we need to work together with them."

Rs 5,000 Crore undisclosed income
21, with a staggering Rs 1,517 crore traced by tax officials.“This unprecedented rise
signals both the vast scale of hidden financial activities in the Northeast and the
strengthened enforcement efforts of the department,” an Income Tax official told this
publication.Despite the growing figures, only 50 targeted searches have been
conducted in Assam over the past eight years. In 2023–24, just five such operations
were carried out, while the previous two years saw a total of eight searches. The year
2020–21 marked the peak in search activity, with 19 operations.Sources close to the
investigations revealed that the recovered assets comprise cash, property documents,
and digital evidence, exposing intricate layers of money laundering, shell companies,
and tax fraud. Though the names of individuals and companies remain undisclosed
due to legal constraints, insiders suggest the involvement of influential business figures,
contractors, and politically exposed persons.Experts noted that despite these recoveries,
the figures still fall behind those reported in more industrialized states. Nevertheless,
officials believe that continued intelligence gathering and forensic tracking will lead to
further crackdowns on hundreds of suspected entities still under scrutiny.Encouragingly,
the investigations have also sparked a rise in voluntary tax compliance, particularly
among small and medium-sized businesses and professionals — a development seen
as a positive shift towards financial accountability in the region.

Indian Railways announces fare
increase in suburban train fares and Monthly Season Ticket (MST)
prices.Ordinary second-class fare for journeys up to 500 km remains
unchanged.For ordinary second-class travel beyond 500 km, fare will
rise by 0.5 paise per km.Non-AC Mail/Express trains to see a 1 paise per
km hike.All AC classes will face a 2 paise per km increase.This measured
fare revision is expected to generate crucial revenue for infrastructure
and service enhancements without burdening short-distance or frequent
travelers.In a parallel move to enhance transparency and prevent misuse
of the Tatkal booking system, the Ministry of Railways has mandated
Aadhaar authentication for booking Tatkal tickets starting July 1,
2025.Under the new rule, only users with verified Aadhaar identities will
be permitted to book Tatkal tickets through the IRCTC website and
mobile app. Additionally, Aadhaar-based OTP verification will be
implemented from July 15 to reinforce the measure.In a bid to curb
malpractices by intermediaries, IRCTC-authorised agents have been
restricted from booking Tatkal tickets during the crucial first 30 minutes
of the booking window:AC Tatkal bookings: Agents barred from 10:00
am to 10:30 am,Non-AC Tatkal bookings: Agents barred from 11:00 am
to 11:30 am.The Centre for Railway Information Systems (CRIS) has
been tasked with updating the booking platform to reflect these changes
and ensure compliance across all railway zones.These sweeping reforms
underscore the Railways’ commitment to providing a more secure,
transparent, and passenger-friendly system while balancing the need
for operational sustainability.

Capping operations progress amid
significant development, a 200-tonne capacity crane was deployed to
the site to assist in extracting the rig pipes. A team of foreign technical
experts, including specialists from the U.S., is spearheading the
operation. If successful, the next critical phase will involve lowering the
rig structure and beginning the capping process, aimed at sealing the
leak and ending the crisis.Meanwhile, frustration is mounting among
locals. Krishna Agarwal, the proprietor of SK Petro Services, a private
contractor associated with the operation, has not visited the site or met
affected families, drawing sharp criticism from residents. His absence
has been widely condemned as insensitive and negligent.Environmental
concerns have also surfaced. Locals and activists have alleged that
ONGC failed to produce a pollution clearance certificate for the site.
This has triggered calls for an independent probe into the role of the
Sivasagar Pollution Control Board, accusing it of lax oversight that may
have contributed to the ongoing crisis.Initially, around 75 families were
directly impacted by the leak. However, the affected population has
now surged to over 3,000 individuals, as toxic emissions and emergency
evacuations expanded beyond the immediate vicinity.In a recent public
advisory, ONGC stated that it is now safe for residents beyond 500
meters of the leak site to return home. According to their scientific
assessment, hydrocarbons are no longer detectable beyond 30 meters,
marking what they termed a “positive development.”Gas pressure
from the well has reportedly decreased, improving conditions for
capping. ONGC teams continue to perform 'water blanketing'
operations to suppress fire risks and stabilize the area.Despite
cautious progress, Bhatiapar’s residents remain wary, demanding
compensation, accountability, and long-term safety assurances from
both ONGC and regulatory bodies.

Work of the Guwahati-North
Brahmaputra and took stock of its progress. He asked the officials
to ensure its early completion. The trumpet is a crucial link of the
under-construction bridge over the Brahmaputra connecting the
North and South of Guwahati. Chief Minister Dr. Sarma during his
visit talked to the officials associated with the construction of the
trumpet junction as well as the bridge and asked them to ensure
their early completion. Later talking to the reporters, Chief Minister
Dr. Sarma said that all efforts have been taken to complete the
construction of the Guwahati and North Guwahati connecting
bridge over the Brahmaputra by December-January. He said that
once the bridge is dedicated to the public, the vehicles can reach
the National Highway via IIT and GNRC as the construction of the
work of the trumpet junction will not be completed by then.  Once
the trumpet is ready to be used in the month of May-June next year
for the vehicular movements vehicles can reach the National
Highway using the trumpet interchange. Special commissioner and
secretary PWD(Roads) Bibhuti Saikia, DC Kamrup Deba Kumar
Mishra and other experts and officials were present during Chief
Minister’s visit to the site.

Army inks deals worth Rs 295 crore
ordered small loitering munitions and mini surveillance drones in two contracts, collectively
worth Rs 295 crore, from domestic private sector companies.The DRDO, on its part, has also
offered 28 of its weapon systems to the three services for emergency procurements. They
range from rockets, air-to-air missiles and airto-ground missiles to laserguided bombs, torpedoes
and shoulder-fired air defence missiles, among others.Of the two contracts inked by the Army,
the first is for around 450 Nagastra-1R loitering munitions or kamikaze drones, which are also
capable of night operations, at a cost of Rs 158 crore from the Nagpur-based Solar Defence
and Aerospace Ltd.The other deal is worth Rs 137 crore with ideaForge Technology for
hybrid miniUAV (unmanned aerial vehicles) systems, variants of the Switch drones with
VTOL (vertical take-off and landing) capabilities, for ISR (intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance) missions.Variants of the Nagastra and the UAVs with VTOL are already in
the Army’s inventory and were extensively used during the cross-border hostilities with
Pakistan from May 7 to 10. The fresh orders have to be executed within a year. The
Nagastra, with a 360-degree gimbal camera and the option of putting a thermal camera for
night operations, comes with a highprecision targeting system.

Pak soldier who captured India's fighter
Pak-Afghan border. Major Syed Muiz, posted to the Pak Special Service Group's 6th
Commando Battalion, was reportedly killed while fighting in the Sarargoha area in
Pak's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.Sources said his death was claimed by the TTP,
also called the 'Pakistani Taliban'.roup Captain Varthaman, then a Wing Commander,
became a national hero after shooting down a Pak F-16 fighter jet - in a generation-
older MiG 21 - during aerial combat on February 27.Unfortunately, during the dogfight
he flew over parts of Kashmir illegally occupied by Pakistan, and his plane was hit.
The brave fighter pilot had to eject over territory controlled by the enemy.He was
captured by the Pak Army and spent nearly 60 hours in enemy hands. Eventually Pak
was forced to release him due to extensive pressure exerted by India and the global
community.In November 2021 he was promoted to Group Captain and received the
Vir Chakra.The Balakot airstrikes were India's response to the Pulwama terror attack,
in which a security forces convoy was attacked by a suicide bomber driving a Maruti
Suzuki Eeco van.The terrorist - later identified as Adil Ahmad Dir - had been trained
by banned, Pak-based terror group Jaish-e-Mohammed. India's retaliatory airstrikes
involved a dozen Mirage jets streaking 20km past the Line of Control and into Pak-
controlled territory to destroy JeM training camps.

CM vows aggressive land
operations across the state in the coming month.Addressing media
persons, Sarma emphasized his personal commitment to the cause,
saying, “I am deeply committed to safeguarding Assam’s lands.
Every citizen of the state must come forward to reclaim what
rightfully belongs to us. I am determined to recover all illegally
occupied forest areas and wetlands and restore them to the
indigenous people.”The Chief Minister’s strong remarks come amid
rising tensions over land rights and settlement issues. Sarma further
warned that there would be no leniency in the government's efforts
to reclaim state land. “Expect more eviction drives very soon. I am
fully determined, and there will be no compromise,” he said.In a
historic reference, Sarma stated that he is the first Chief Minister
since Bishnuram Medhi to initiate large-scale land reclamation.
“After Bishnuram Medhi, I am the only CM to have recovered
such extensive areas from illegal possession,” he claimed.While
the government maintains that the goal is to protect the rights of
indigenous Assamese communities, earlier eviction drives have
drawn criticism from opposition parties and rights groups, citing
humanitarian concerns and inadequate rehabilitation measures.The
latest announcement signals a renewed and more vigorous phase
in the state’s land recovery mission. The administration’s stand is
expected to fuel debates surrounding identity, land ownership, and
demographic shifts in Assam—a state that has long struggled with
such complex socio-political dynamics.As the state gears up for
the next phase of evictions, the issue is likely to remain at the
forefront of political and public discourse in the days ahead.

Smuggling of Assam’s
transported.The vehicles involved bore registration numbers WB-
02Z-8382 and WB-52BE-1786. The six arrested have been identified
as:Mithu Das (33),Titu Das (29),Samil Hossain Biswas (39),Rafikul
Mondal (29),Hasibul Mondal (25),Biswajit Bag (23).According to
wildlife officials, the Golden Langur, primarily found in western Assam
and parts of Bhutan, is facing an alarming decline in population due
to habitat destruction and poaching. Revered in parts of Assam, the
species is also recognized globally as a critically endangered
primate.Following the arrests, authorities have launched an extensive
investigation to trace the origins of the captured animals and uncover
the broader trafficking network. The role of the arrested individuals
is being closely examined to determine how the animals were sourced
and whether a larger interstate racket is involved.Wildlife authorities
have taken charge of the rescued langurs and are currently assessing
their health condition, with plans underway for their safe
rehabilitation in a protected environment.This incident highlights
the persistent threat posed by illegal wildlife trade and the urgent
need for stronger enforcement and inter-state coordination to protect
India's endangered species.
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Affidavit
I Himanshu Ranjan Deka,
S/O Lt. Golap Ch Deka,
Village: Chaubori, P.O.
Bagari Guri, PS: Raha,
District: Nagaon, Assam
declared by affidavit at
Morigaon Court that my
actual name is Himanshu
Ranjan Deka and my Fa-
ther Name is Lt Golap Ch
Deka as Aadhaar, Voter
and PAN Card. But on my
land record, PP No.332,
Dag No. 656 of
Morakolong Kissam, Niz-
Tetelia Mouza under
Morigaon Revenue
Circle, my name is inad-
vertently recorded as
Himangshu Deka.
Himangshu Ranjan Deka
and Himanshu Deka are
one and the same person.
ADVT/24-25/1039

Affidavit
I, BIJULATA BRAHMA
W/O, BIJU Swargiary,
Permanent resident De-
pot Road W/NO-4,
P.O.P.S, Dist -Kokrajhar
BTR Assam declare that
in my Land Holding cer-
tificate  covered by Dag
No 274 Patta No 153 Situ-
ated at Vill -Bijulibari,
Dotma Revenue Circle
Under Kokrajhar
Wherein my name is
wrongly recorded BIJULI
BRAHMA Instead of
BIJULATA BRAHMA
therefore BIJULATA
BRAHMA is my actual
and correct name by an
affidavit before Notary
kokrajhar on 24/06/2025.
ADVT/24-25/1040

Affidavit
I, SWKLW HEMBROM ,
S/O.Lt  BUNGA
HEMBROM, Vill-
Bashbari, PO-
Simbargaon, Dist-
Kokrajhar, BTR(Assam)
declare that in my aadhaar
card vide No 5851 0141
5651where my name is
wrongly recorded
NIKKEY TIRKEY
therfore SWKLW
HEMBROM is my actual
and correct name by an
affidavit before Notary
09/04/2025.
ADVT/24-25/1041

Assam Rising Guwahati,
June 25: A powerful two-
day seminar on Women’s
Leadership in Governance,
organized by the Research
Project Team of the Univer-
sity of Science & Technol-
ogy Meghalaya (USTM),
concluded recently, bringing
together prominent journal-
ists, scholars, policymakers,
and researchers from across
the eight Northeastern
states and beyond. The
event served as a dynamic
platform for addressing the
systemic challenges faced
by women in leadership roles
and explored strategies for
gender-inclusive gover-
nance. In her keynote ad-
dress, veteran journalist and
Editor of The Shillong
Times, Patricia Mukhim, is-
sued a clarion call for women
to take charge of their em-

USTM highlights urgent need for
women’s leadership in governance

into gender mainstreaming
and the necessity for con-
text-sensitive governance
reforms to support women’s
empowerment. Over 60 re-
search papers were pre-
sented during the seminar,
delving into themes such as
women's participation in
local governance, gender
budgeting, and leadership
within tribal societies.

powerment. “Nobody’s go-
ing to empower you, you
have to empower yourself,”
she declared. She further cri-
tiqued the romanticized per-
ception of women’s status
in the Northeast, emphasiz-
ing the persistent issues of
domestic violence and po-
litical exclusion. Guest of
Honour, Prof. Sambit
Mallick, offered insights

He apprised that this year,
so far, 10 camps have been
conducted across Hojai
district, to enroll the previ-
ously left out tribal people
of various government
schemes.   The District
Commissioner said all con-
cerned departments are or-
ganizing village- and clus-
ter-level awareness cam-
paigns.  It is noteworthy to
mention here, in response
to community demand,
Hojai District Administra-
tion has scheduled addi-
tional camps to ensure
maximum coverage and
benefit saturation.

15 to June 30." He said," The
campaign aims to saturate
individual entitlements at
the grassroots level and
raise awareness about the
Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan (DA
JGUA)." He said," Hojai Dis-
trict Administration made a
detailed roadmap  to ensure
the timely and smooth de-
livery of services in the 130
tribal villages  with an esti-
mated tribal population of
30,000 and most of whom
have been already covered
under different schemes."

Assam Rising, Hojai, June
25: "Dharti Aaba Janjatiya
Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan is
ongoing in Hojai district to
boost Tribal Welfare out-
reach.", said Bidyut Bikash
Bhagwati, District Commis-
sioner, Hojai at Srimanta
Sankardev Nagar in Hojai on
Wednesday.  He said that
,"The Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs has launched a cam-
paign titled Dharti Aba
Abhiyan - Awareness and
Benefit Saturation Camps,
accordingly in Hojai district
too it is ongoing from June

Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram
Utkarsh Abhiyan in Hojai

and her husband were
away, having gone to pick
up their child from school
and attend some work in
the Raidangia area, re-
spectively. The burglars,
taking advantage of the
absence, broke into the
house through the back
door and ransacked the
premises.  The stolen
items include approxi-
mately Rs 20,000 in cash
and  go ld  ornaments .
Upon returning home,
Nirmali Bora got details
about the burglary, leav-
ing her distraught. The
news of  the  burglary
spread quickly, causing
a  commot ion  in  the
colony. The police were
informed, and an inves-
t igat ion is  underway.
However,  no  a r res t s
have been made till the
time of filing this report,
sources added.

Assam Rising, Nagaon,
June 25: A daring broad
daylight burglary took
place at Nagaon irriga-
tion colony near Nagaon
town Teliagaon, adja-
cent to Nagaon town to-
day. Burglars targeted
the residence of depart-
ment employee Nirmali
Bora, making off with
cash and gold jewelry
wor th  a  subs tan t ia l
amount.  According to
sources, the incident oc-
curred when Nirmali Bora

Burglary in broad
daylight rocks in Nagaon

Rangiya Division, this
transformation is expected
to improve the speed and
reliability of train services,
ensure cost-effective op-
erations and promote en-
vironmentally responsible
rail transport.  For the cur-
rent financial year 2025–26,
NFR has set an ambitious
target to electrify approxi-
mately 640 Route
Kilometres across various
sections of its jurisdiction.
Electrification of the entire
division is expected to
boost train operations, re-
duce dependence on fos-
sil fuels and pave the way
for the introduction of
more environmentally
friendly and high-speed
rail services in the NE re-
gion. This strategic in-
vestment in electrification
is a vital step towards re-
alizing Indian Railways
vision of net-zero carbon
emissions and will play a
pivotal role in transform-
ing the Northeast into a
hub of sustainable rail
transport.

Rangiya Division achieves
100% electrification

der Rangiya Division. This
inspection was required to
obtain the necessary sanc-
tion for introducing com-
mercial train services using
25 kV AC electric traction,
thereby ensuring opera-
tional readiness and safety.
The inspection covered a
Route Kilometre of 84.577
and a Track Kilometre of
110.41. The inspection was
followed by a successful
electric locomotive trial run
conducted at a maximum
sectional speed of 90 kmph,
thereby marking the opera-
tional readiness of the
Gauripur–Abhayapuri sec-
tion for electric traction.
This trial run not only vali-
dated the infrastructure but
also reaffirmed the division’s
preparedness to transition
seamlessly into electric train
operations. With the success-
ful completion of this crucial
milestone, Rangiya Division
has proudly joined the list of
fully electrified railway divi-
sions under the NFR zone, be-
coming the second to do so
after Alipurduar Division. For

neer (PCEE) of NFR, Shri.
Sandeep Kumar recently
conducted statutory in-
spections of the Gauripur
– Abhayapuri section un-

dedication to sustainable
and energy-efficient rail op-
erations. As part of this
ongoing effort, the Princi-
pal Chief Electrical Engi-

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
June 25: In a major step to-
wards 100% electrification,
Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) has reaffirmed its

Summer vacation
schedule for schools in
Barak valley announced

Assam Rising, Silchar, June 25: In alignment with the
academic calendar issued by the Assam State School
Education Board, the Office of the Inspector of Schools,
Cachar District Circle (CDC), Silchar has officially de-
clared the summer vacation schedule for all Elemen-
tary, Secondary, and Higher Secondary schools across
the Barak Valley districts. According to the order
signed by Shri G. Harijan, AES-I, Inspector of Schools,
CDC Silchar-cum-District Elementary Education Of-
ficer, Cachar, the summer vacation for the year 2025
will commence from July 6 and continue till July 31.
The order further clarified that the initial five days of
the standard vacation period July 1 to 5 will be ad-
justed with the Puja vacation scheduled from Octo-
ber 3 to 7, as per the state’s academic calendar. This
adjustment ensures that the academic schedule re-
mains uninterrupted while allowing adequate leave
periods for students and teachers during both the
summer and festive seasons. The announcement
brings clarity to all government and provincialized
schools under CDC Silchar and facilitates better plan-
ning for both school authorities and families during
the upcoming vacation period. The directive has been
issued to all educational institutions under the juris-
diction to ensure strict compliance and smooth ex-
ecution of the revised vacation plan.

cialized loan product
supporting renewable
energy initiatives, espe-
cia l ly  roof top solar
installations.PNB Digi
Home Loan: A fully digi-
tal process for availing
home loans with minimal
paperwork and quick
disbursal. PNB One Biz:
A Corporate  Mobile
Banking App offering a
range of  t ransact ion
and account manage-
ment  services  to
businesses.Digi Gold
Loan: Quick and secure
gold loan processing
through digital
channels.PAPL (Digital
Personal Loan): Instant
personal loan facility of-
fered through digital plat-
forms with minimal human
intervention.PNB Digi Car
Loan: Seamless and quick
car loan approvals
through digital mode.PNB
Online Account Opening:

cutting-edge technology
to serve customers effi-
ciently and securely. The
bank’s digital transforma-
tion strategy has enabled
it to cater to a wide spec-
trum of customers, includ-
ing individuals, MSMEs,
and large corporates. Note-
worthy Digital Offerings by
PNB:PNB has rolled out a
robust suite of digital prod-
ucts that have contributed
to its leadership position in
the digital payments eco-
system. Some of the flag-
ship offerings include:PNB
e-GST Express: A loan fa-
cility tailored for GST-reg-
istered customers with an
attractive Rate of Inter-
es t  (ROI)  s tar t ing @
8.55%.PNB Digi MSME
Loan: A hassle-free digi-
tal credit solution de-
signed specifically for
Micro, Small, and Me-
dium Enterprises.PNB
Digi Suryaghar: A spe-

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
June 25 : Punjab National
Bank (PNB) has secured the
1st position at the presti-
gious Digital Payments
Awards 2024-2025 under
the Public Sector Bank
(PSB) category. The award
was presented by the
Union Finance Minister
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman to
Shri Ashok Chandra, Man-
aging Director & CEO of
PNB, in a grand ceremony
held in the capital.This rec-
ognition is a significant
milestone for PNB and
stands as a testament to
the bank’s relentless ef-
forts towards promoting
and delivering innovative,
customer-centric digital
banking solutions across
the country.In recent
years, PNB has emerged as
a front-runner in digital
banking by consistently
upgrading its product
portfolio and embracing

PNB Bags Top Honour at Digital Payments
Awards 2024-25 under PSB Category

Finance Minister Presents Award to MD & CEO Ashok Chandra
A customer-friendly digital fa-
cility to open a savings ac-
count from the comfort of
home.PNB WhatsApp Bank-
ing: A conversational banking
platform offering key services
like balance inquiry, mini state-
ment, and more through
Whats App. Digital Banking
Leadership: PNB’s continuous
drive for customer conve-
nience, technological innova-
tion, and financial inclusion
has made it a model institution
in the public banking sector.
With its user-friendly digital in-
frastructure, secure platforms,
and responsive customer sup-
port, PNB has established it-
self as a trusted name in the
digital banking
ecosystem.This award marks
a significant recognition of
the bank’s vision and com-
mitment towards a Digital In-
dia, aligning with the
Government’s mission of a
cashless and technologically
advanced economy.

moting tourism, and ex-
panding our cultural foot-
print. Assam is ready to
welcome the world,” Sarma
said.He added that Assam
now boasts the infrastruc-
ture and hospitality re-
quired to host large-scale
international concerts, par-
ticularly in cities like
Guwahati, which is already
emerging as a key venue.
Other cities like Dibrugarh
and beyond also have the
potential to be integrated
into the state’s expanding
concert circuit.The
government’s move is part
of a larger push to diver-
sify tourism beyond natu-
ral beauty and heritage
sites, focusing instead on
music, arts, and youth-
driven cultural events,
thereby making Assam a
dynamic destination for
global audiences and per-
formers alike.

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
June 25 : In a strategic move to
elevate Assam’s position on the
global entertainment map, the
Assam government has
partnered with Bigtree Enter-
tainment, the parent company
of popular online ticketing plat-
form BookMyShow, to host
national and international music
concerts across the state.The
agreement was formalized on
Tuesday at an official event
where a memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was signed be-
tween BookMyShow and the
Assam Tourism Development
Corporation (ATDC). Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
was present during the cer-
emony and expressed optimism
about the initiative's potential to
transform Assam’s cultural and
tourism landscape.Taking to so-
cial media, CM Sarma wrote on
X, “Ticketing made seamless!
Assam is set to become the next
big destination for concerts and
events, with BookMyShow as
the one-stop platform for all
ticketing needs.”Highlighting
the broader vision behind the
collaboration, Sarma said this
marks a new chapter in Assam’s
cultural evolution, positioning
the state as a vibrant hub for glo-
bal entertainment and live per-
formances. He emphasized that
the partnership would help
boost the local economy, espe-
cially by opening up new av-
enues in the concert and event
tourism sectors.“This initiative
is more than just entertain-
ment—it’s about unlocking op-
portunities for our youth, pro-

Assam Collaborates with
BookMyShow to Transform
State into Global Concert

DestinationDr. Adil Hassan, Dr. Kiran
Kamalasanan, Dr. Abhijit
Phukan, Dr. Bubul Chandra
Roy, and Dr. Arnab Kalita.
They highlighted the en-
couraging rise in cancer
survival rates, attributing
it to early diagnosis, ad-
vanced treatment options,

and the growing impor-
tance of psycho-social
care in recovery. All af-
firmed the importance of
CanWin in enriching the
spectrum of cancer care
by addressing the emo-
tional and psychological
needs of patients and
caregivers. With the
launch of CanWin,
Apollo Excelcare Hospi-
tal and Apollo Cancer
Centres have reaffirmed
their commitment to ho-
listic and humane cancer
care—one where no indi-
vidual faces cancer
alone.

CanWin is more than just a
support group — it’s a safe
and compassionate com-
munity,” Mahanta said.
“Storytelling is not only
cathartic but also trans-
forms personal pain into
collective wisdom, breaking
the silence and stigma

around cancer.” CanWin is
a brand-agnostic platform
designed to bring together
oncologists, psycho-
oncologists, patients,
caregivers and volunteers.
It aims to foster emotional
connection and peer sup-
port, offering a shared
space for open dialogue,
healing, and learning.
Whether someone is newly
diagnosed, undergoing
treatment, or living beyond
cancer, CanWin provides a
sense of belonging and
hope. The event witnessed
the participation of promi-
nent oncologists including

Assam Rising, Guwahati,
June 25: In a heartfelt cel-
ebration of resilience and
hope, Apollo Excelcare
Hospital, in collaboration
with Apollo Cancer Cen-
tres (ACCs), announced
the launch of ‘CanWin’, a
dedicated cancer support
group initia-
tive, to mark
National Can-
cer Survivors
Month. The
launch event,
held at Apollo
Excelcare Hos-
pital,  was a
deeply moving
occasion fea-
turing a
s t o r y t e l l i n g
session led by
cancer survi-
vors—referred to as ‘can-
cer winners’—who
bravely shared their per-
sonal journeys of
struggle, strength, and
survival. Each story reso-
nated with raw emotion and
courage, inspiring others
walking similar paths. Re-
nowned columnist and ac-
claimed author Maini
Mahanta, the special guest
and mentor for the event,
encouraged survivors to
share their narratives as a
powerful means of healing
and advocacy. “Rooted in
the belief that shared
strength can change lives,

Apollo Excelcare launches
dedicated cancer support group
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Letter to The Editor
You can send us your self-composed article, story,

poem, letter to the editor or any other creative work
done by you. We are responsible for publishing it in The
Assam Rising. We will also find out one best contribu-
tor/writer every week and an attractive prize will be given
to encourage him/her. So, without any further delay mail
us your own work with full name and address to
assamrising@gmail.com.

Editor,
The Assam Rising
Guwahati, Assam

Editor,
The Assam Rising

G.N.B. Road, Chandmari Colony,
Guwahati, PIN 781003

E-mail Id : assamrising@gmail.com

Are you against of violence or corruption? Do you really
want revolution in the social, educational, political or economi-
cal system? Do you have any questions for the Government,
political or non political parties? Don’t worry, be a part of The
Assam Rising family, Be a citizen journalist and write to us
about your problem and we will take the responsibility to pub-
lish your voice. We will give you a platform to raise your voice,
because your simple voice can change society.

Be a Citizen Journalist

-

Nature’s Unsung Heroes
In the relentless march of urbanization and industrial expansion,
one of nature’s most vital ecosystems—wetlands—has been
pushed to the margins, both literally and figuratively. Often
misunderstood as wastelands or simply marshy areas, wetlands
are in fact the lungs, kidneys, and lifelines of our planet. Their
preservation is not just an environmental concern but a socio-
economic and existential imperative.Wetlands are areas where water
saturates the soil, either permanently or seasonally, creating unique
ecosystems that support a vast range of biodiversity. From
freshwater marshes to coastal mangroves, these ecosystems
provide critical habitats for countless species of plants, birds, fish,
and other wildlife. But beyond biodiversity, wetlands serve an array
of essential ecological functions that directly benefit humanity.One
of the most important roles wetlands play is in water purification.
Acting like natural filters, they trap pollutants, sediments, and excess
nutrients, improving water quality before it reaches rivers, lakes,
and aquifers. This natural service reduces the need for expensive
water treatment infrastructure and is especially crucial for rural and
underserved communities.Wetlands are also powerful carbon sinks.
Peatlands and mangroves, for example, store vast amounts of
carbon in their soil, helping mitigate the effects of climate change.
In fact, some wetlands can sequester more carbon per acre than
rainforests. Destroying these areas not only releases stored carbon
but also eliminates a natural buffer against climate impacts.Equally
significant is the role of wetlands in flood control and disaster
mitigation. They absorb and slow floodwaters, reducing the
severity of floods and protecting downstream areas from damage.
As climate change intensifies rainfall patterns and sea levels rise,
wetlands act as natural shields, particularly for coastal
communities.Economically, wetlands support fisheries, agriculture,
and tourism. Many communities, particularly in developing
countries, rely on the rich resources of wetlands for their livelihoods.
They provide food, raw materials, and fertile lands, making their
protection a matter of both environmental justice and economic
stability.Despite their immense value, wetlands are disappearing
at an alarming rate. Urban sprawl, agriculture, pollution, and
infrastructure development have led to the degradation or loss of
over 35% of the world’s wetlands in just the past 50 years. This
loss is irreversible in many cases and comes at a tremendous cost
to ecosystems and human well-being.Preserving wetlands must
become a cornerstone of environmental policy. This requires not
only stronger legislation and enforcement but also public
education to shift perceptions. Wetlands are not wastelands—
they are natural assets that offer long-term benefits far exceeding
any short-term gains from draining or filling them.As we confront
a future marked by climate uncertainty, water scarcity, and
ecological loss, protecting and restoring wetlands is not optional.
It is essential. These landscapes are not just part of our
environment—they are key to our survival. We must act now,
with urgency and foresight, to safeguard these irreplaceable
ecosystems for generations to come.

Kamakhya Ambubachi Mela: A Festival
of Fertility And  Faith

the temple is reopened, and
the goddess is bathed and
decorated in grand
celebration. Devotees then
flock to receive the ‘Prasad’,
which includes a piece of red
cloth moist with the sacred
spring water, symbolizing the
goddess’s menstruation.

A Gathering Like No
Other

The Ambubachi Mela
draws over a million pilgrims

and spiritual seekers from
across India and abroad. From
Naga Sadhus and Tantric
practitioners to ordinary
devotees, people of all walks
of life gather in Guwahati for
darshan and blessings. Many
come with the belief that a visit
during this time can cleanse
sins, bestow fertility, and
fulfill wishes.The entire
Nilachal Hill transforms into a
spiritual hub. Makeshift
camps, tents, free food stalls
(langars), and ashrams spring

the natural phenomenon of
menstruation, finds its roots in
this very sanctity of the
goddess’s womb.

The Significance of
Ambubachi

The term "Ambubachi" is
derived from two Sanskrit words
— “Ambu” meaning water and
“Bachi” meaning speech —
loosely interpreted as "the
goddess speaks through the
waters". The festival is observed
during the monsoon solstice
(around mid-June) when the
Brahmaputra river is at its
most powerful, symbolizing
fertility and abundance.It is
believed that Goddess
Kamakhya undergoes her
annual menstrual cycle during
this time, and hence, the temple
remains closed for three days,
akin to the traditional practice of
seclusion during menstruation.
No rituals are performed, the
earth is considered impure, and
all agricultural and religious
activities are paused — a mark
of respect for the goddess’s
natural cycle.On the fourth day,
after elaborate purification rites,

E ach year in late June, the
hills of Nilachal in
Guwahati, Assam, come

alive with chants, hymns, and
an ocean of devotees who
gather to celebrate one of
India’s most unique and
spiritually profound festivals —
the Kamakhya Ambubachi
Mela. Also known as the
Mahakumbh of the East, the
Ambubachi Mela centers
around the Kamakhya Temple,
a sacred Shakti Peeth and one
of the most revered sites of
Tantric worship in the
country.At its heart, the festival
celebrates the menstruation
cycle of Goddess Kamakhya,
symbolizing fertility, creation,
and womanhood. It is not just a
religious observance but also a
social, cultural, and spiritual
confluence that transcends
boundaries of caste, creed, and
geography.

The Kamakhya Temple: A
Symbol of Shakti Worship

Perched atop the Nilachal
Hill in Guwahati, the Kamakhya
Temple is one of the oldest and
most powerful Shakti Peethas in
India. It is believed to mark the
spot where the yoni (womb) of
Goddess Sati fell when Lord
Vishnu dismembered her corpse
to pacify a grieving Shiva.
Unlike other temples, Kamakhya
does not house an idol; instead,
worship is offered to a rock cleft
resembling the female genitalia,
constantly moistened by a
natural underground
spring.This unique
representation of the feminine
divine emphasizes fertility and
creation, making the temple a
pivotal site for Tantric practices
and rituals. The Ambubachi
Mela, which revolves around

any kind of agricultural or sexual
activity — an ancient
acknowledgment of the Earth's
and the Goddess's resting phase.
Homes are cleaned, and women
especially take time to honor their
own bodies and natural cycles.On
the reopening day, the ‘Snan’
(ritual bath) of the goddess is
performed, and the temple is
thrown open to a massive rush of
pilgrims. The red cloth, believed
to have absorbed the goddess’s
energy, is distributed to the
faithful, considered to bring
blessings, protection, and
fertility.Though most Tantric
rituals remain private, it is during
Ambubachi that some are made
semi-public — including fire
sacrifices, invocation chants, and
energy transference rituals —
offering a glimpse into the esoteric
spiritual practices often hidden
from the mainstream.

The Living Legacy
The Kamakhya Ambubachi

Mela is a rare celebration that
blends ancient Tantric philosophy,
folk traditions, and societal norms
into a single spiritual experience.
It is a festival that venerates the
body in its most natural form,
embraces the cycles of the Earth
and women alike, and honors the
creative power of the feminine.For
those who visit, it is more than a
pilgrimage — it is a journey into
the heart of India’s mysticism, a
place where the divine is not
distant and abstract, but
embodied, fertile, and powerfully
alive.As society grapples with
questions of gender, identity, and
tradition, the Ambubachi Mela
offers a symbolic and literal
reminder that the divine feminine
bleeds, rests, and rises again —
and in that cycle lies the essence
of all creation.

up across the area. Monks,
yogis, and sadhus offer
discourses and blessings, and
Tantric rituals, though mostly
secretive, are performed in
designated areas away from the
public eye.While the festival
celebrates a deeply personal
and natural aspect of the
feminine body, it also brings
into focus the intersection of
religion and taboo, challenging
age-old stigmas around
menstruation by giving it
divine context and reverence.

Economic and Social
Impact

The Ambubachi Mela is not
only a spiritual festival but also
a major economic event for the
region. Local businesses —
from hoteliers and shopkeepers
to artisans and transporters —
see a significant boost in
income during this time. The
Assam government and the
Kamakhya Temple
management work together to
ensure security, sanitation, and
infrastructure support,
recognizing the festival’s

importance in religious
tourism.Moreover, the mela
has become a platform for
cultural exchange, with

artists, performers, and spiritual
leaders coming together to share
stories, music, and traditions.
The celebration of the feminine
divine, in all her raw and natural
form, offers an alternative
narrative to the often sanitized
portrayal of goddesses in
mainstream worship.

Rituals and Practices
During the three-day

seclusion period, devotees
observe strict austerities.
Many fast, meditate, or engage
in prayer while refraining from

Role of Newspapers in shaping  the career
Dear editor,

In today's era, while career options have expanded significantly, so too has confusion and uncertainty
among students. The rise of new professions, academic courses, and technological advancements has broadened
opportunities, yet the lack of proper guidance leaves many struggling to choose the right path. This often leads
to decisions misaligned with their skills, interests, or personalities, resulting in frustration, wasted time, and
demotivation. In this context, accurate, unbiased career advice and reliable information sources play a pivotal
role. This is where newspapers can play a crucial role. As a widely accessible and trusted source of information,
newspapers can provide students with timely and relevant insights into the world of careers. A regularly
published career page can offer detailed information about various career options, necessary qualifications, skill
requirements, job prospects, and available scholarships.

Moreover, publishing articles on reputed educational and vocational institutions can help both students
and parents make informed decisions while choosing the right academic path. Guidance related to preparation
strategies for competitive exams like UPSC, SSC, NEET, JEE, CUET, etc., can boost students’ confidence and
provide them with a clear roadmap to success. Another impactful feature would be interviews of successful
candidates and their preparation journeys. These stories not only inspire students but also help them under-
stand the ground realities and set realistic goals. Hearing directly from achievers creates a sense of possibility
and motivation among aspiring students. Furthermore, newspapers can start a "Career Question and Answer"
section in collaboration with experienced career counsellors. This would allow students to ask questions and get
reliable, unbiased answers related to career planning, exam preparation, course selection, and more. Having such
a dedicated platform can go a long way in addressing common doubts and preventing misguided choices.
However, a word of caution is necessary. Some media outlets may present career-related content in the form of
advertisements, which might not always be accurate or neutral. This can mislead students and parents alike.
Therefore, it is the responsibility of newspapers to maintain accuracy, neutrality, and ethical standards in all
career-related content. In conclusion, newspapers, with their wide reach and credibility, can become powerful
allies in shaping the career paths of young learners. By offering accurate, updated, and unbiased information,
newspapers can serve as a trustworthy guide to students — the future architects of our society.

!  Dr. Buljit Buragohain
Guwahati

letters to the editor

underscored by domestic
contradictions: shortly after the
Bitcoin 2025 conference, Pakistani
officials clarified that
cryptocurrency remains illegal
under current regulations in
Pakistan. Meanwhile, India
remained passive, treating crypto
policy as a purely domestic
regulatory matter rather than
recognising its geopolitical
dimensions.Perhaps the most
damaging aspect of Pakistan’s
crypto diplomacy isn’t what they
promised to build, but how they
systematically weaponised India’s
policy failures on the global stage.
In a March 2025 Bloomberg
interview, Pakistan Crypto Council
CEO Bilal Bin Saqib explicitly used
India as a cautionary tale: ” we’ve
seen this mistake before. India
putting a 30% tax on the crypto
trades drastically reduced the
exchange volume. Our approach
will be different.”Pakistan
positioned itself as having learned
from India’s regulatory missteps,
promising a more business-
friendly framework when they
implement their own crypto
policies. This was Pakistan’s
crypto minister, on one of the
world’s most influential financial
platforms, telling international
investors that Pakistan would
avoid India’s “mistakes.”However,
the ambitious international
announcements faced a bitter
reality check at home. Just days
after Bilal Bin Saqib’s high-profile
Bitcoin 2025 presentation, Pakistani
officials told their National
Assembly that “the use of crypto
currencies was illegal and anyone
dealing in these currencies was
liable to be investigated.” The
Finance Secretary confirmed that
“the work on the crypto currencies
is at a very, very preliminary stage”
with no legal framework in place,
while the Pakistan Crypto Council
itself was operating only “under
executive orders of the prime
minister” without legal backing.
Pakistan’s own central bank
maintained that crypto trading and
holding remained illegal under 2018
instructions.Meanwhile, India’s
response to changing global
dynamics remained stubbornly
inward-looking.

Jaishankar’s laser eyes meme hides how
India blinded itself on crypto

2025, Trump explicitly banned
U.S. agencies from launching a
CBDC, calling it a threat to
“individual privacy.” He
instead created a strategic
Bitcoin reserve, a “Digital Fort
Knox,” embracing Bitcoin as a
sovereign asset.Pakistan’s
crypto announcements at
Bitcoin 2025 conference reveal
a calculated geopolitical gambit
rather than genuine policy
innovation. The Las Vegas
spectacle, complete with
promises of Bitcoin reserves

and 2,000 MW for
mining, represents
textbook diplomatic
positioning aimed at

currying favor with the Trump
administration’s crypto-
friendly stance.This strategy
became particularly evident
through the Pakistan Crypto
Council’s Letter of Intent with
World Liberty Financial
(WLFI), a US-based firm
reportedly 60% owned by
Donald Trump’s sons, Eric and
Donald Jr., and son-in-law Jared
Kushner. Donald Trump
himself is listed as ‘Chief Crypto
Advocate’ on WLFI’s
homepage, prominently
featuring his portrait.
Pakistan’s Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on Crypto
and Blockchain, Bilal Bin Saqib,
made these headline-grabbing
announcements, crafting a
narrative perfectly aligned with
Trump’s ‘Digital Fort Knox’
vision.Adding further
credibility to their crypto
strategy, Pakistan appointed
Changpeng “CZ” Zhao, co-
founder of Binance (the world’s
largest crypto exchange), as a
strategic advisor to the
Pakistan Crypto Council. This
move signalled Pakistan’s
ability to attract top-tier crypto
talent and expertise while
demonstrating serious intent to
international markets. Even the
high priest of bitcoin, Michael
Saylor, explicitly endorsed
Pakistan’s strategic move and
offered to help Pakistan build a
bitcoin reserve.The
performative nature of these
announcements was further

deductions or loss offsets
allowed. A 1 per cent TDS on
transfers (above threshold
limits) took effect from July 1,
2022. As of the 2025 Budget,
crypto tax rules remain
unchanged, and mandatory
reporting requirements for
digital-asset transactions
under Schedule VDA will be
implemented in FY 2025–
26.The net effect was
devastating: crypto
exchanges dried up,
entrepreneurs relocated

abroad, and Indian exchanges
saw up to 97% of its crypto
volume flee. The 2022 tax
regime’s treatment of crypto
like gambling winnings with a
30% flat tax and no loss
offsets, combined with
ongoing regulatory
uncertainty, created a hostile
environment that drove away
innovation. Many Indians
missed out on significant
wealth creation opportunities
during recent crypto rallies,
leaving them relatively poorer
than global peers who
benefited from more
favourable policies. The
government’s paranoia about
losing control trumped basic
fiscal sense: India chose to
lose Rs 6,000 crore in tax
revenue rather than create a
business-friendly crypto
framework, with projections
showing an additional Rs
17,700 crore loss over five
years.Further reinforcing
centralisation, India
introduced the e-rupee, its
Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC). Designed with tight
controls, including caps on
wallet sizes and restrictions
on usage and the capability
to place limits on where money
can be spent, CBDCs could
enable mass surveillance. It
represents centralised control
masquerading as digital
innovation.In stark contrast
stands the United States under
Donald Trump. In January

it was “a bit weird”.The irony is
stark: Jaishankar symbolises a
state apparatus deeply
suspicious of crypto. India’s
discomfort was clearly
demonstrated in 2018 when
Unocoin launched India’s first
Bitcoin ATM. Though
technically not illegal, the
machine was bold in timing and
was swiftly shut down, and both
co-founders were arrested on
baseless charges. They were
ultimately acquitted, but only
after enduring two and a half
years navigating India’s
notoriously slow courts.
The arrests sent a chilling
message: legality didn’t
matter, and innovation,
particularly technology rooted in
decentralisation and autonomy,
was unwelcome.Bitcoin itself
arose in direct response to
centralised economic control.
Sometime after the 2008 financial
crisis, pseudonymous Satoshi
Nakamoto proposed a
decentralised financial
alternative, a libertarian defiance
against traditional banking.
Bitcoin maximalists still reject the
term “crypto,” viewing Bitcoin
as the only truly valuable digital
asset. Yet, many crypto
initiatives claim descent from
Bitcoin’s original ethos of
decentralisation, autonomy, and
freedom from oversight, albeit to
varying degrees.India’s
regulatory history with crypto
underscores its centralised
impulses. In April 2018, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
issued a circular directing banks
to stop servicing crypto
exchanges, effectively blocking
banking access for crypto
businesses and forcing many to
shut down. In March 2020, the
Supreme Court of India
overturned this circular, ruling
the RBI action
“disproportionate” and restored
banking ties to crypto
platforms.However, the relief
was short-lived. In the 2022
Union Budget, the government
labelled cryptocurrencies as
“virtual digital assets” and
introduced a flat 30 per cent tax
on crypto profits, with no

T here are few things that
irk Indians more than
being upstaged by

Pakistan, or even hearing such
a claim, however dubious. An
occasional Pakistani win in
cricket triggers a wave of
national grief. Rarely, Indians
might comfortably acknowledge
instances of Pakistani
superiority, such as their Coke
Studio. But these moments
remain anomalies. In recent
times, even memes have become
arenas where these tensions
play out symbolically.The laser
eyes meme, initially a symbol for
Bitcoin maximalism—‘laser ray
until 100K’—was popularised
by crypto enthusiasts in early
2021. Over time, it evolved into
a broader emblem of intensity
and dominance, appearing in
unexpected contexts, including
Indian nationalist memes
featuring Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar. When asked about
his laser-eyed depictions,
Jaishankar simply remarked that

 ! Ajay Mallareddy

 ! Risha Borah
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trailing 0-1, the team's
overdependence on
Bumrah presents both a
challenge and an
opportunity. While it
underscores his value to
the side, it also highlights
the need for other bowlers
to step up when their
spearhead has a rare off
day.Captain Shubman Gill
acknowledged the team's
learning curve, stating,
"We had our chances. Our
young team is learning,
and we have to rectify
certain aspects in the
upcoming matches."For
Bumrah, whose career has
been defined by remarkable
comebacks, the next Test
presents an opportunity to
reassert his dominance and
help India level the series.
However, it is not yet certain
whether he will play the next
Test given it has been
confirmed that he would be
playing 3 of the five Tests
to manage his workload.

staggered by his big
decisions, who want to
castigate his batters for
getting caught on the
boundary trying to hit a
second six, like Smith did in
the first innings, or give
Stokes stick for getting caught
playing a reverse sweep.In
seven weeks we’ll see whether
they can win this series, and
in seven months we’ll see
whether they can win the
Ashes. English cricket is
pitiless on teams that go to
Australia and get beaten, and
you can wager that if this lot
end up losing then the team,
and the management, will be
torn up all over again.
Whichever way it all plays out
now, three years into Stokes’
captaincy, and one win into a
run of 10 games that will
define how it all goes down, it
might just be time to stop
worrying and enjoy it. They
are the most entertaining Test
team England have had in 20
years, and the most successful
one they have had in 10.

IND vs ENG:Jasprit Bumrah's rare
wicketless spell costs India at Leeds

Siraj's heated faceoff with
Duckett; top moments-
recordsMeanwhile, if we
look at the last time Bumrah
went wicketless in a Test
innings where he bowled a
minimum of 15 overs, it was
way back in 2022 against
South Africa at
Johannesburg. In that
match, Bumrah bowled 17
overs for 70 runs in the
fourth innings and India
ended up losing the
match.The significance of
Bumrah's role in India's Test
success becomes even more
apparent when examining
such rare off days. His
absence from the wickets
column often correlates
with India's struggles to
close out matches,
particularly in pressure
situations. The Leeds Test
serves as a stark reminder
of his importance to India's
bowling arsenal.As the
series moves to the
second Test with India

chase in Test history.
Bumrah had finished with 5
for 83 in the first innings,
helping India take a 6-run
lead.Despite maintaining a
disciplined economy rate of
3.00, Bumrah's inability to
breach England's defences
marked only his second
wicketless spell since
March 2024 in a Test inning
where he has bowled a
minimum of 10 overs.For a
bowler who has
consistently been India's
trump card, particularly in
overseas conditions, this
performance stands out as
an anomaly. The last
instance of Bumrah going
wicketless while bowling
more than 10 overs was also
against England, during the
Dharamshala Test in March
2024, where he bowled 13
overs for 51 runs.Also Read
| India script 148-year
unwanted low, lost match
despite 5 centurions: Jadeja
scolds Shardul over misfield,

New Delhi, June 25 : In a
testament to Jasprit Bumrah's
pivotal role in India's Test
success, his rare wicketless
spell in the fourth innings at
Headingley coincided with
England successfully chasing
down a daunting target of 371,
highlighting India's reliance
on their pace spearhead.The
unusual sight of Bumrah
going wicketless for 19 overs
in a crucial fourth innings
proved costly for India, as
England, led by Ben Duckett's
masterful 149, achieved the
10th highest successful run

England’s unlikely win a beautiful reward
for approach under Ben Stokes

mid-afternoon, England
needed only another 118
runs, and had enough
batting to come that the
odd wobbles they
suffered along the way
barely raised the
spectators’ heart rates. It
was, by England’s
standards, one of the
more humdrum stunning
victories, a quotidian bit
of fourth-innings-
delivery work. They made
the improbable seem
inevitable. When it was
done, and Jamie Smith
had belted the winning
runs out over midwicket,
all the criticism that came
their way over the first
four days seemed a bit
beside the point.Even so,
you just know that there
will be no end of people
who want to tell Stokes
“I told you so”. Their
play in this game was a
refined version of the
way this team used to go
about it; more cautious,
for sure, and more willing
to allow that there are
moments in every match
when batters need to dig
in against a team bowling
as well as India did at
points in this fourth
innings.But English
cricket still seems to be
full of people trying to
wrap their heads around
it, who say they are

player needs to do to get
dropped from this squad.
Maybe the answer is that
they’d need to talk about
whether they ought to play
for a draw in a team meeting.
On Monday night the
players, and coaches,
recoiled from the mere idea
that they might have to
consider it. They carried
that ringing sense of
conviction into the day’s
play.Long passages of the
morning seemed to be
taking place in a dream.
Headingley had been
wrapped in a cloud, and the
city around the ground was
lost from view, the lights
were on, so it was bright
enough despite the gloomy
mood, and while it drizzled
all through the morning no
one seemed to think it was
wet enough to stop the
game. In the middle,
England’s openers made
the enormously difficult job
of batting in such difficult
conditions seem so
uncannily easy that the
first three hours of play
passed like one of those
Norwegian slow TV shows
that consist of a live feed
from the driver’s carriage on
the 9.15am from Oslo to
Bergen.By the time
everyone snapped out of it,
roundabout the moment
Shardul Thakur took two
wickets in two balls in the

bat. It was a match which
they might well have lost.
Maybe they should have.
But it was also a match
which any number of
England sides before them
wouldn’t even have tried to
win. In the first 142 years of
Test cricket England scored
over 300 runs in the fourth
innings to win a Test exactly
three times, and in the past
six years of Test cricket
England have scored over
300 runs in the fourth
innings to win a Test exactly
three times, once when Ben
Stokes scored his 135 here
to beat Australia, and now
twice when he’s been
captain.For Stokes, the
odds are just the numbers
in between the evens.
England never even
admitted the possibility that
this game might be heading
any other way. People
sometimes ask what a

London,  June 25 : Now, I
know what you’re thinking.
Truth is I’ve thought the
same way myself. India
scored five centuries, their
fielders dropped six
catches, and missed two
other opportunities
besides. Their best bowler
took an important wicket off
what turned out to be a no-
ball; Chris Woakes, the man
leading England’s attack
managed one wicket in the
match; Josh Tongue, their
big strapping quick, only
dismissed one member of
the opposition’s top six,
and that was when he had
already scored a hundred
runs, and Shoaib Bashir
gave up the large part of 200
runs. Oh, and England put
the opposition in, and
conceded the best part of
500.And at the end of it all,
they won. And this time the
No 11 didn’t even have to

breaking his own 800m national
record with victory in a time of
1:43.80 – just 0.01s off the
benchmark he set at the
Australian championships in
April – while Australia’s fastest
woman Torrie Lewis finished
sixth in the 100m. In the field
events, Kurtis Marschall
came third in the men’s pole
vault with a jump of 5.82m,
behind world champion
Mondo Duplantis  and
Emmanouil Karalis.

Gout Gout breaks his own 200m national
record in latest stunning run

London, June 25 : The records
keep falling for Gout Gout after
the 17-year-old sprint sensation
announced himself on the senior
international stage with a new
Australian benchmark of 20.02s
over 200m at the Ostrava Golden
Spike meet in the Czech
Republic.Gout remains on course
to go sub-20s as he bettered his
own national record in a field
stacked with high-quality
sprinters, chasing down and then
roaring past Reynier Mena over
the final 20m to cross the line
0.17s ahead of the Cuban, with
Briton Nethaneel Mitchell-Blake
third.The 17-year-old has drawn
comparisons with Usain Bolt, and
his latest victory comes at the same
meet where the Jamaican great also
ran as a teenager.“I’ve felt stronger
in training these last couple of
months and I’ve felt good since I
got to Europe last Thursday,” said
Gout, who rose to joint sixth on
the world Under-20 200m all-time
list.“I knew Mena would come
hard at me the first 100 but I was

been miles. It’s a coincidence
but it’s really good to have a
fast 1500m and I’m really
pleased to get a PB and my first
time under 3:30,” Myers
said.“All 1500s in Europe are
loaded right now and a lot of
good guys are getting on it. It’s
pretty good fun to be honest.
My next race is in Eugene at
the Prefontaine Mile. As
always, that will be a great race
so I’m really looking forward
to it.”Peter Bol went close to

confident I’d be close enough
to come home strongly in the
second part of the race, which
is of course my stronger part.“I
felt calm but strong as I came
off the turn and was confident
I’d be strong enough to get the
win. Another national record.
Pretty happy with that, it’s not
a bad first up in Europe.”The
meet in Ostrava is part of a
carefully curated program for
Gout which will culminate at
September’s world
championships; the
Queensland teenager’s place in
the team has already been
confirmed.On a strong night for
Australia in Europe, Cam
Myers was also in record-
breaking form, the 19-year-old
bettering his own national
Under-20 1500m mark by
nearly three seconds. Myers
finished fourth to move to third
on the all-time Australian list,
just 0.39s behind current record
holder Ollie Hoare.“My fastest
races the last two years haveveteran Indian spinner

Dilip Doshi. He made his
Test debut in 1979 for
Team India. He died in
London amid the India-
England five-match Test
series.In the 30th over of
the game, Indian pacer
Mohammed Siraj got
furious with Zak Crawley
as the English batter
found some disturbance
coming from the sight
screen and left his stance.
It happened after Siraj
completed his run-up. He
was seen hurling a
mouthful at Ben Duckett
as well.With England
closing in on a victory,
every run was crucial but
Shardul Thakur's misfield
allowd Ben Stokes and Joe
Root to pick 3 runs after
which Ravindra Jadeja
scolded Thakur who
pointed to the outfield
being wet behind his
slippery feet.With
England leading the
series, India will have a
hard task at hand to level
the proceedings when the
second Test gets
underway from 2nd July.

duo matched a milestone
last achieved by Desmond
Haynes and Gordon
Greenidge.With Jasprit
Bumrah failing to open his
account in the second
innings against England, it's
the first time since 2024 at
Dharamsala that the Indian
pacer failed to pick up a
single wicket against
England whenver he has
bowled a minimum of 10
overs.India-England wore
black armbands in mourning
for the sudden demise of the

Team India became the first
team in Test cricket history
to lose a match after five
players from the side scored
centuries.Team India
became the first team in Test
cricket history in 148 years
to lose a Test match despite
five players from the side
scoring centuries for the
team.Ben Duckett and Zak
Crawley stitched together
England’s first 100+ opening
partnership in the fourth
innings at Headingley
against India since 1984. The

New Delhi, June 25 : Team
India suffered a five-wicket
defeat at the hands of
England at Headingley in
Leeds in the first of the five-
match Test series, with the
hosts taking a 1-0 lead.The
match went down to the wire
with plenty of dramatic
moments witnessed on Day
5, Ravindra Jadeja scolded
Shardul Thakur for his
misfield as the game was on
the line.Mohammed Siraj
had a heated confrontation
with Ben Duckett, while

IND vs ENG: India script 148-year unwanted
low, lost match despite 5 centurions

Pant appeared to play
contrary to his nature in
the first innings in
England. He played in a
defensive mode from the
start. Earlier, he used to
be aggressive on every
ball, but now he has
learned to be patient and
has been cautious in
shot selection.

the IPL, Pant decided to
focus on improving his
defence, patience, and shot
selection. Sharma told  that
Pant practised for 2.5 to 3
hours every day to improve
these areas.Rishabh Pant's
childhood coach, Devendra
Sharma, opens up on his
batting approach and said,
"You may have noticed that

in the first innings and followed
it up with another superb 118 in
the second innings.These
performances are not a sudden
surprise but a result of hard
work and careful changes in
Pant’s batting technique.
His coach from the famous
Sonnet Club, Devendra
Sharma, revealed that after a
tough phase in Australia and

New Delhi, June 25 : The
ongoing India vs England Test
series at Headingley has given
fans a moment to remember
forever. Indian vice-captain
and wicketkeeper-batter
Rishabh Pant scripted history
by becoming the first Indian
wicketkeeper to score a century
in both innings of a Test match.
Pant scored a brilliant 134 runs

Rishabh Pant practiced daily for 3 hours
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Did you know that
bamboo is not a
tree, but a giant

grass? It grows with shal-
low roots and is the fast-
est-growing land plant in
the world. It wouldn’t be
an exaggeration to call it a
super plant, given how in-
credibly strong and sturdy
it is—making it a preferred
choice for construction
and building materials in
many parts of the world.
But more than that, bam-
boo is an ecological
miracle! It enhances soil
stability, prevents erosion,
provides microhabitats for
biodiversity, acts as a ma-
jor carbon sink, and con-
tributes to the economic
lifeline of local
communities—
making it a pow-
erful tool in the
quest to restore degraded
forests and build climate-
resilient ecosystems.

Why Bamboo?
Bamboo is known for

its versatility and adapt-
ability to thrive in harsh
environments with minimal
support. It is one of the
most resilient floral spe-
cies in the world, capable
of surviving a wide range
of temperatures and rain-
fall levels—making it a
popular choice for resto-
ration projects globally.
Unlike many trees, bam-
boo has a remarkably
quick growth cycle, reach-
ing maturity within 3–5
years, making it a highly
renewable resource.

It features a unique re-
generative system sup-
ported by an underground
network of rhizomes that
produce new shoots, al-
lowing for continuous use
without risk of depletion.
While bamboo doesn’t re-
quire rich soil to thrive,
once planted, it can help
improve soil quality—add-
ing to its value in ecologi-
cal restoration initiatives.

In addition to these
ecological benefits, bam-
boo also plays a signifi-
cant role in climate mitiga-
tion by acting as an effi-
cient carbon sink. Re-
search suggests that, on
average, one hectare of
bamboo can absorb about
17 tonnes of carbon per
year. Bamboo groves also
offer protection during
and after natural disasters.
Due tothe strong under-
ground root networks,
bamboo groves help re-
duce erosion risks—espe-
cially in the hilly terrains
of the North Eastern Re-
gion—making them a
valuable asset in areas
prone to heavy rainfall
and landslides.

Assam and Its Rela-
tionship with Bamboo

India’s NorthEastern
Indian Region (NER) has
a special relationship with

Tata Motors announces
introductory prices

for Harrier.ev
Mumbai, June 25: Tata Motors has officially announced
the introductory prices of its much-anticipated electric SUV,
the Harrier.ev, positioning it as India’s most powerful home-
grown electric vehicle. With a strong emphasis on perfor-
mance, technology, and comfort, the Harrier.ev marks a bold
step in the Indian EV landscape. The SUV is being launched
with a Rear-Wheel Drive (RWD) configuration initially, with
prices ranging from ?21.49 lakh for the Adventure 65 vari-
ant to ?27.49 lakh for the top-end Empowered 75 (ex-show-
room, pan-India). Bookings will commence on July 2, while
prices for the Quad Wheel Drive (QWD) variants will be
revealed on June 27. Designed with advanced EV technol-
ogy, the Harrier.ev offers a segment-best 0–100 km/h accel-
eration in 6.3 seconds, dual motor setup delivering up to
504 Nm of torque, and an estimated range of up to 627 km
on a single charge. It also features a 36.9 cm Harman
infotainment screen with Samsung Neo QLED, JBL sound
system with Dolby Atmos, and Auto Park Assist. A
standout highlight is the lifetime battery warranty (for first
private owners), reinforcing Tata Motors' confidence in
its product reliability and commitment to customer satis-
faction. “We are offering a strong alternative to ICE ve-
hicles—surpassing them in performance, technology, and
safety,” said Vivek Srivatsa, Chief Commercial Officer, Tata
Passenger Electric Mobility Ltd. The Harrier.ev aims to
redefine the future of SUVs in India—not just by what
powers them, but by the power they deliver.

Rooted Resilience: How
Bamboo is Rebuilding Assam’s

Landscapes and Livelihoods

 ! Gautam Baruah

The Case to Promote
Bamboo

Bamboo holds tre-
mendous promise as a
nature-based solution
due to its dual character—
as a versatile natural re-
generator and a provider

of ecological and
economic benefits.
It can restore de-
graded landscapes

with minimal external in-
puts and, throughout its
lifecycle, offers a variety
of resources such as fuel,
food, construction mate-
rials, packaging, textiles,
and bioenergy. Bamboo
can bridge the gap be-
tween ecology and
economy, laying the foun-
dation for sustainability.

Assam’s tryst with
bamboo has been histori-
cal. Across the state, bam-
boo is woven into daily
life—shaping homes,
crafts, tools, cuisine, and
cultural traditions. This
multifaceted utility war-
rants further encourage-
ment through research
and supportive policies
to promote bamboo as a
keystone natural re-
source. It should be inte-
grated into agroforestry
models and supported by
robust value chains that
empower communities—
not merely as beneficia-
ries but as co-leaders in
scaling bamboo’s poten-
tial in the region.

Way Forward
The Eastern Hima-

layan region is reeling
under the anthropogenic
stresses of ecological
degradation and rural dis-
tress marked by migration
and dwindling economy.
The case study high-
lighted above along with
similar success stories
offer a compelling case
for harnessing
bamboo’s potential to
restore ecological health
while creating sustain-
able economic opportu-
nities. Forest restoration
needs to be reimagined
as an attempt to restore
relationships between
the land and communi-
ties and bamboo can be
the scaffolding upon
which the region can
build a greener, more re-
silient future.

Chief Operations Ar-
chitect, Balipara Foun-
dation, Assam

bamboo due to its abun-
dance in the region and its
significance in the regional
ecology, culture and
economy.  The state of
Assam alone is home to
over 51 bamboo species
and is therefore referred to

as the “green gold” belt of
India. Here, bamboo finds
a feature in almost all as-
pects of life - from buildings
and food to tools and
artforms. It is increasingly
being reimagined as a mod-
ern solution for ecological
repair and sustainable de-
velopment.

While there are several
success stories of bamboo-
led restoration across
Assam, the initiatives at the
tea estates of Kellyden,
Hattigor, and Diffloo stand
out. In these estates, the
urgent need to address
ecological degradation and
promote sustainable land
use has intersected mean-
ingfully with the versatility
of bamboo, creating a model
worth emulating. Led by
the Balipara Foundation in
partnership with Amalgam-
ated Plantations Private
Limited (APPL), a bamboo
agroforestry model is be-
ing integrated into tradi-
tional tea practices across
these estates. In this ef-
fort, around 23 hectares of
land has been planted
with over 10,000 shoots
of Bambusa tulda (Jati
Bah) and Bambusa
balcooa (Bhaluka Bah).
The species were care-
fully selected for their
high utility value and re-
silience to enhance the
green cover and reshape
the landscape -  both
quantitatively and quali-
tatively. Anecdotal evi-
dence from these sites in-
dicates a reduction in soil
erosion and improved lo-
cal biodiversity. Pilot
plots that intercropped
ginger, turmeric, and cit-
rus alongside tea and
bamboo have further
strengthened both ecologi-
cal and economic resil-
ience. These diversified
systems support multiple
revenue streams, reduce
risks associated with mo-
nocultures, and promote
greater community involve-
ment in land stewardship.

crowned skipper losing his
first game in charge.
Gambhir said that Gill has
every attribute required to
become a successful cap-
tain despite the early
setback."Look, first Test
match, obviously, there are
nerves," Gambhir said. "It's
a great honour, as he's al-
ready mentioned. Not many
people get that opportunity,
and he was phenomenal.
More importantly, I think the
way he batted in the first
innings. I'm sure he would
have had his own nerves
being the captain for the
first time and then getting
the hundred..."He has ev-
erything that it takes for him
to be a successful captain,
but we got to just give him
time. It's still very early
days. He's only captain for
the first time. I'm sure he's
going to get better, and
these are tough places to
captain. So it's like pushing
someone into the deep sea,
and I'm sure he's going to
come out as a proper pro-
fessional."

Gautam Gambhir Clears Stance After India's
Defeat, Says "Not Going To Sit Here And..."

got 2 wickets in the entire
match, Gambhir corrected
the reporter that the player
was brought into the team
as a bowling all-rounder and
not a specialist bowler.
"First of all, he wasn't
brought in as a specialist
bowler but as a bowling all-
rounder. Sometimes, the
captain goes with his in-
stincts," Gambhir
said."Shardul was used a
little less, but the reason was
probably that [Ravindra]
Jadeja bowled really well, so
we thought that Jadeja will
give us control. Shardul got
us two important wickets.
So I'm not going to sit here
and say that this guy didn't
bowl well or that guy bowled
well. Shardul gave us two
important wickets, which
got us back in the game. I
think we just got to be more
consistent. That is what is
more important, and these
boys will learn," he
added.The India head
coach was also asked
about Shubman Gill's cap-
taincy, with the newly-

knew that we had the op-
portunity. If we had got up
to 570, 580 in the first in-
nings, we could have domi-
nated from there.Gambhir
refused to single out any
player or point fingers and
the under-performance of
certain stars, saying they all
win together and lose
together."It's not that
they're not working hard in
the nets as well. Sometimes
these things happen, even
the pure batters fail as well.
So hopefully they got to
learn, and hopefully we can
have better performances
from our tail, and that is not
the only reason why we
lost the Test match, to be
honest. There were other
moments as well where we
could have won the Test
match. I'm not going to sit
here and single out 'it's be-
cause of the tail' or 'the tail
couldn't contribute' or '8, 9,
10, 11 couldn't contribute'.
We lose together, we win
together."When asked
about the performance of
Shardul Thakur, who only

the poor batting show by
the team's lower-order play-
ers, Gambhir quickly
jumped to their defence,
backing them to bounce
back."First of all, I'll tell you
it's not that they were not
applying themselves,"
Gambhir said as India's 8 to
11 players contributed just
9 runs in both innings com-
bined. "Sometimes people
fail, and that's okay. I know
it is disappointing and more
importantly, I think they are
more disappointed than
anyone. Because they

New Delhi, June 25 : Team
India head coach Gautam
Gambhir was in no mood to
dodge tough questions
fired at him at the post-
match press conference af-
ter the defeat against En-
gland in the first Test on
Tuesday. Gambhir, living up
to the character and repu-
tation he has built, contin-
ued to tackle questions
from reporters in the presser
with great vigour, especially
when asked about the un-
der-performance of certain
players. When asked about

Assam Rising, Nagaon,
June 25: UCO Bank orga-
nized a Resource, MSME,
Retail, and Agriculture Car-
nival at Hotel Rishiraj in
Nagaon, aiming to empower
entrepreneurs and promote
inclusive economic growth.
The event witnessed the
presence of Shashi Kant
Kumar, General Manager
from the Head Office,
Kolkata, along with branch
managers and numerous
customers. The carnival
provided a platform to ex-
tend loans tailored to the
needs of both new and ex-
isting customers, encourag-
ing business expansion
and job creation. Zonal
Manager Narendra Pratap
Singh inaugurated the
event and highlighted
UCO Bank’s commitment
to the Jorhat Zone, which
has already disbursed
over Rs. 138 crore to 1,867

UCO Bank Hosts Resource &
MSME Carnival in Nagaon

through timely repayments.
Sanction letters were dis-
tributed to selected benefi-
ciaries during the event.
Branch managers from
Nagaon, Hojai, and
Haiborgaon also marked
their presence. Customers
shared feedback to help im-
prove service quality. This
initiative is part of UCO
Bank's nationwide drive to
support economic develop-
ment through accessible
and customer-friendly bank-
ing solutions.

beneficiaries in the first
quarter of FY 2025–26.
New loan products like
UCO Contractor, UCO
Trader, UCO GST Smart
Finance, and UCO Nari
Samman were introduced
by MSME Head Amit
Kumar. General Manager
Kumar emphasized the
bank’s strong financial per-
formance, with total busi-
ness crossing ?5.13 lakh
crore in FY 2024–25. He
urged borrowers to main-
tain their CIBIL scores

New Delhi, June 25 :
Shubman Gill's initiation as
Indian cricket team Test cap-
tain began with a reality check
as the side lost the first Test
of a five-match series against
England by 5 wickets on
Tuesday. Despite as many as
five players slamming tons,
India could not get over the
line on the final day. The lower
order failed, multiple catches
were dropped, bowlers could
not scalp wickets at regular
intervals on the final as India
conceded a 1-0 lead to
England.England opener Ben
Duckett hit the most defin-
ing century of his career, ex-
posing an out-of-depth In-

you can take off, but now se-
riously get into practice.
Leave this optional practice
aside. You have come here to
play for India. So, you prac-
tice in a way so that you will
give yourself the best," he
said. "I mean Cheteshwar
Pujara has been part of the
optional team. I know when
he has opted to bat there have
been people who have said,
'What are your doing?' in-
cluding the coaching staff. I
have been some of the coach-
ing staff, not this one,
Cheteshwar was not part of
this team, they have said,
'Can't you have a break or
something?'"

that is where India also missed
out because those extra runs
could have made the differ-
ence. As far as the fielding
was concerned, it's just not
the catch but the out-fielding
was pretty ordinary. Not Test
class," he said . "Very good
pitch to bat on so very tough
to criticise the bowlers.
Bumrah bowled so well. If he
had somebody, keeping it bit
tight, that would have been
big help. But this is the first
Test. Hopefully, lessons have
been learned. There are eight
days for the next match.
"Gavaskar advised the play-
ers to shun optional
practice."Next couple of days

captain Sunil Gavaskar
analysed the reasons behind
the loss.      "Full credit to
England. Despite India hav-
ing five centurions, they
seemed to have that confi-
dence. That is what made
them take the final wickets. So

dian attack as
England com-
f o r t a b l y
chased down a
tricky target of
371 to win the
opening Test.
Duckett's 149
off 170 balls
with 21 fours
and an auda-
cious reverse-
swept six off Ravindra Jadeja,
along with Zak Crawley's 65
in an opening stand of 188, fol-
lowed by Joe Root's com-
posed 53 and Jamie Smith's
cheeky 44 made the chase look
much easier than it actually
was.Former Indian cricket team

"Not Test Class": Sunil Gavaskar Gives Shubman
Gill's India Blunt Reality Check After Defeat

a world-class bowler, he's
very very clear, he was su-
perb in the first innings. To
limit his damage was superb
for us, individuals went about
it differently but it was very
important for us,” he
said.Talking about his game
plan of using switch-hits fre-
quently against Ravindra
Jadeja, Duckett said, “It felt
really difficult with a straight
bat (playing against
Jadeja), it was spinning out
of the rough, it's a shot I
play a lot, went through dif-
ferent versions to first get
to the other end and then
get boundaries.”

was incredible to get us go-
ing. To get that down to set
us off in a run chase was in-
credible,” he added.“There's
a lot of skill that has contrib-
uted to winning this Test
match but also the attitude
we showed was incredible.
We were on the field for long
periods of time in this game,
thought we turned up with
the attitude that we could
break this game open at any
time.” England opener
Duckett said it was crucial
for them to find a way
against Jasprit Bumrah, who
had taken a five-for in the
first innings.“He's (Bumrah)

don't come easy on wickets
like these. It's a young team,
(a) learning one and hope-
fully we will be able to im-
prove on those aspects,” he
said.“(In) the first session we
were quite spot on, didn't give
away many runs. It's hard to
stop the runs once the ball
softens. Unfortunately,
some edges didn't go our way.
They took their chances af-
ter the ball got old. That hap-
pens in a game of cricket. You
expect that everything won't
go your way,” he said while
talking about the final day's
play in which England
chased 371 to win.Gill con-
firmed there is a long break
for the second Test — start-
ing in Birmingham on July 2
— and the team will take a
call on Jasprit Bumrah before
the game.“It's definitely more
game by game. Once we are
close to the match we will
see,” he said on Bumrah's
availability.England captain
Ben Stokes praised India for
an impressive start to the
Test, especially on the first
day, but also lauded open-
ers Ben Duckett (149) and
Zak Crawley (65) who set up
their win on the last day.“The
opposition is allowed to play
well, thought they played
very well in that first ses-
sion,” he said.“The pressure
of a fourth innings and go-
ing out there is tough, espe-
cially in England. That part-
nership between Zak
(Crawley) and Ben (Duckett)

liant Test match. We had our
chances, we dropped
catches and our lower-order
didn't contribute enough, but
proud of the team and over-
all a good effort. Yesterday,
we were thinking around 430
odd and declared, but we lost
six wickets for 25 runs (31),”
Gill said during the post-
match presentation
ceremony.“Unfortunately,
we didn't score runs at the
end which always makes it
difficult. (It) just didn't go our
way in this match.” “That
(lower-order contribution)
was something we spoke
about. (But) it (collapses)
happened so quickly. (It)
could be one of those things
we have to rectify in the up-
coming matches,” he
said.Gill defended his side,
saying it is a “young team”
after a string of dropped
catches in the match. Jaiswal
alone dropped four
catches.“Definitely, chances

New Delhi, June 25 : India
captain Shubman Gill admit-
ted the lower-order collapse
in both innings did cost them
dearly during the five-wicket
defeat against England in the
opening Test here on Tues-
day. Despite vice-captain
Rishabh Pant scoring centu-
ries in each innings of the
opening Tests and other key
batters in openers KL Rahul,
Yashasvi Jaiswal, and Gill
himself hitting their respec-
tive tons, India failed to get
to bigger totals in both in-
nings and also dropped cru-
cial catches. This is the first
time in the history of Indian
cricket that a team lost a Test
after five individual hundreds
being scored by its
batters.India collapsed from
430/3 in the first innings to
471, losing seven wickets for
41 runs, and in the second,
they crumbled to 364 all-out
from 333 for 4, losing six wick-
ets for 31 runs.“It was a bril-

Shubman Gill Doesn't Mince Words, Lists 2
Reasons Behind Team's Defeat


